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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION TREASURER'S REPORT December 31, 2010 



General 

Breeding Scholarship Endowment 



Funds 

Bird Atlas 

Fund 

Fund 

Total 

CHECKING 






Jan. 1, 2010 Balance - Checking 

$1,217.84 

$229.57 

-$431.28 

$500.00 [ 

$1,516.13! 

RECEIPTS 






Memberships 

2,205.00 




2,205.00 

Subscriptions 

285.00 




285.00 

Donations-Projector 

200.00 




200.00 

Donations-NBR 

564.00 




564.00 

Donation s-Quilt 

60.00 




60.00 

Donations-General/Schotarship 

400.00 


1,150.00 


1,550.00 

Spring Meeting-Chadron-2010 

4,512.50 




4,512.50 

Fall Meeting-McCook-2010 

1,490.00 




1,490.00 

NG&P Atlas Grant 


11,450.50 



11,450.50 

Transfer from Endowment CD 

500.00 




500.00 

Transfer from Savings 

2,500.00 


716.28 


3,216.28 

Sub-total Receipts 

$12,716.50 

$11,450.50 

$1,866.28 

$0.00 

$26,033.28 

DISBURSEMENTS 






Spring Meeting-Chadron-2010 

4,224.00 


285.00 


4,509.00 

Fall Meeting-Valentine-2009 

12.40 




12.40 

Fall Meeting-McCook-2010 

1,128.25 


209.42 


1,337.67 

NBR-Sept/Dec 2009, Mar 2010 

2,058.17 




2,058.17 

Newsletter - Printing 

556.05 




556.05 

Postage 

629.34 




629.34 

Projector 

713.68 




713.68 

Insurance-net of refund 

226.00 




226.00 

Website 

1,599.95 




1,599.95 

Transfer to Endowment CD 




500.00 

500.00 

Reimburse Mollhoff-Atlas #2 


11,846.14 



11,846.14 

Sub-total Disbursements 

$11,147.84 

$11,846.14 

$494.42 

$500.00 

$23,988.40 

Dec. 31, 2010 Balance-Checking 

$2,786.50 

-$166.07 

$940.58 

$0.00 [ 

$3.561.011 

SAVINGS 






Jan. 1, 2010 Balance - Savings 

$6,401.68 

$120.43 

$1,375.20 

[ 

$7,897.31 1 

Interest 

6.94 




6.94 

Transfer to checking 

-2,500.00 


-716.28 


-3,218.28 

Transfer from Endowment CD 

259.57 




259.57 

Dec. 31, 2010 Balance - Savings 

$4,168.19 

$120.43 

$658.92 

[ 

$4.947.54! 

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 






Jan. 1, 2010 Balance - CDs 

$6,556.63 

$6,761.55 


$34,560.26 [ 

$47,878.441 

Principal Additions 




500.00 


Transfer to Savings 




-259.57 


Transfer to Checking 




-500.00 


Interest Received 

59.98 

27.22 


525.42 


Dec. 31, 2010 Balance - CDs 

$6,616.61 

$6,788.77 


$34.826.111 $48,231,491 

Maturity 

2/20/10 

6/20/10 


6/27/10 


CD Annual Rates 

0.50% 

0.30% 


1.00% 


Endowment Principal 




$34,652.00 



I $56,740.04 1 


Grand Total 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Hormel Park, 
Fremont, Dodge Co., 14 May 2011. 
Photo by Ken Shuster. 



Spotted Towhee, Audubon Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co., 5 Jan 2010. Photo by 
Gordon Warrick. 
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Female Northern Harrier carrying small mammal (voles are their typical prey), Branched 
Oak Lake SRA, Lancaster Co., 6 Mar 2011. Photo by Keith Lacy. 


Long-eared Owl, Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co., 
4 Jan 2011. Photo by Rick Eades. 


Mississippi Kite in ScottsblufF 
near nest site, Scotts Bluff Co., 
19 June 2011. 

Photo by Kathy DeLara. 
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Immature Loggerhead 
Shrike, Rush Lake, 
Garden Co., 12 June 2011. 
Photo by Dan Leger. 


Snow Bunting, Pawnee Lake, 
Lancaster Co., 18 Dec 2010. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 




Green Heron on nest, Norfolk (behind 
Super 8 Motel), Madison Co., 22 May 
2011 (NOU meeting weekend). Photo 
by Jan Johnson. 


Piping Plover, Green Acres WPA, Clay 
Co., 21 Apr 2011. Photo by Neal RatzlafF. 
The bird nested on a sandbar in Lewis and 
Clark Lake, Knox Co., and was banded as 
an adult in the summer of 2010. 
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Ring-billed Gull with Ross’s Gull, showing 
size difference, Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co., 
6 Dec 2010. Photo by Roger Dietrich. 



Juvenile Black-legged Kittiwake, 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 

5 Dec 2010. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 



Ross’s Gull, Gavins Point Dam, 
Cedar Co., 6 Dec 2010. 

Photo by Roger Dietrich. 



Adult Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 27 March 
2011. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2010 to February 2011 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

This winter was pretty much a rerun of last, although perhaps not as severe; I 
could have used last winter’s Introduction again. If there was an overall theme, it 
would be the widespread occurrences of species that would not be expected to linger 
into late December and January. Several species of waterbirds, notably Blue-winged 
Teal, scoters, Ruddy Duck, Common Loon, and Homed and Red-necked Grebes 
were in this category. Large numbers of Western Grebes were still at Lake 
McConaughy in early January, and surprisingly late individuals of Black-crowned 
Night-Heron and Plegadis ibis were located. Mourning Doves were in good 
numbers in the southeast, and, among passerines, Hermit Thrushes were in good 
numbers, also. Late surprises among sparrows included Clay-colored, Chipping, 
and Field. Other daringly-late passerines included two (!) Ruby-crowned Kinglets at 
Ogallala in February, and a Wilson’s Warbler in December in Scotts Bluff Co. 
Things are happening with some woodpeckers; for the second consecutive winter, 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were everywhere, and Pileateds continue to expand their 
range northward in the Missouri Valley. This was a great year for Snow Buntings, 
even better than last year’s good showing. 

Rarities were scarce; prominent of course was the carryover Ross’s Gull from 
fall, but almost unbelievable was another Ross’s Gull in Lancaster Co. in early 
December while the Gavins Point bird was still present. Also a carryover story, but 
apparently ending sadly, was the Brown-headed Nuthatch saga in Lincoln; 2 birds 
were last reported in mid-December, and the last sighting was at the end of January. 
Otherwise, rare birds were the Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco and a small group of 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches, both in Scotts Bluff Co. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co 
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
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PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 


OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

ADG: Alex DeGarmo, Greenwood 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

B&KG: Bob and Kathi Gerten, Burwell 

BF: Bill Fink, Denver, CO 

BFi: Betsy Finch, Elmwood 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

CD: Curtis Dykstra, Grand Rapids, MI 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 

D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DC: Doug Chapman, Sioux Falls, SD 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GS: Greg Stoiber, Bellevue 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JH: Jill Holmquist, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Lincoln 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KDi: Kenny Dinan, Grand Island 

KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, IA 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 

KZ: Karla Zeutenhorst, Yankton, SD 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
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LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MS: Malcolm Swan, Rolla, MO 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PJ: Pete Janzen, Wichita, KS 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 

PS: Phyllis Salyards, Hastings 

R&SW: Ron and Susan Whitney, Lincoln 

RB: Roland Barth, Bellevue 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RJ: Rita Jensen, Hooper 

RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Vancouver, BC 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

SW: Scott Wessel, Norfolk 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: The single bird at an Omaha pond, Nebraska’s 11th 
and by far the latest date, was last seen 8 Dec (D&JP). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The 4 in Kearney Co 9 Feb (TH) was an unusual 
mid-winter sighting, but the few birds that wintered in Scotts Bluff Co (KD) 
provided only the 9th Panhandle winter record. First large group noted was the 
175 at North Platte SL 16 Feb (TJW). 

Snow Goose: Early movement was noted 7 Feb, with “waves” flying north in Hall 
Co (JLL). Best count “for many years” was the 50,000 in Sarpy Co 19 Feb 
(L&BP). 

Ross’s Goose: Reports were routine; these birds can be picked out of most Snow 
Goose flocks with some patience. 

Cackling Goose: Best count was the 5042 on the North Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide 
TJW). Five were in Lancaster Co 12 Jan (LE); numbers are fewest eastward. 

Canada Goose: Best counts were in Dec, with 25,000 at Sutherland Res 7 Dec 
(TJW), 19,614 on the Grand Island CBC 18 Dec (fide CM), and 12,464 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK). The 9606 on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec was 
a count high (fide BG). A good wintering tally for the location was the 4600 
on Salt Creek, Lincoln, 9 Feb (LE). 
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Mute Swan: One at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, in late Nov was still present 1 Dec 
(RSt), and another at Grand Island 16 Jan is apparently the last of a small 
group that has been there for many years (SM). 

Trumpeter Swan: Best counts of wintering groups were moderate: 54 at Calamus 
Res 18 Jan (fide JGJ) and 30 at LO 8 Jan (PD, BF). 

Wood Duck: A rare mid-winter surprise, especially in the north, was a male at the 
Broken Bow SL 21 Jan (TH). 

Gadwall: The 8 at North Platte SL 6 Jan (TJW) were tardy; late fall dates and early 
spring dates for most duck species in Nebraska are determined by timing of fall 
freeze-up and spring thaw. 

American Wigeon: The 50 at LO 11 Jan (TJW) was a good number for the date; a 
few overwinter below LO most winters. 

American Black Duck: Apparently 3 different individuals were reported in the 
extreme east, where expected though rare: singles were in Sarpy Co and Cass 
Co 16 Jan, the latter seen again 22 Jan (L&BP), and in Omaha 22 Jan (CNK). 
There are very few reports westerly; one with Mallards in Keith Co 2 Dec 
(TJW) was only about the 5th winter record for the western half of the state. 

Mallard: Sutherland Res had its usual large late fall flock this year, a bit larger than 
most years, estimated at 50,000-80,000 on 9 Jan (PD, BF), up from the 
25,000 there 7 Dec (TJW) and an excellent count for Jan. Best CBC tally was 
10,828 on the Ames CBC 14 Dec (fide D&JP). 

Blue-winged Teal; Unexpected in a Winter Report, this warm-weather bird was 
represented by one on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec, a new species for this long- 
running CBC (fide BG). Fewer than 6 records exist for Dec-Jan for Nebraska. 

Northern Shoveler: This species was late in fall and early in spring, taking 
advantage of sewage lagoons in both cases: 8 were at North Platte SL 6 Jan 
(TJW) and 24 showed up at the Scottsbluff SL 18 Feb (KD). 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor and 
abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor and 
common statewide spring migrant. 

Canvasback: LO often has a few overwintering; this year 30 were there 11 Jan 
(TJW). 

Redhead: As with Canvasback, a few winter at LO most years; this year 12 were 
there 11 Jan (TJW), down from the 165 there 2 Jan (fide SJD). 

Ring-necked Duck: As with Canvasback and Redhead, a few winter at LO most 
years; this year 22 were there 11 Jan (TJW), down from the 197 present 2 Jan 
(fide SJD). 

Greater Scaup: Best count was an excellent 65 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). 
The only other reports were of singles in Johnson Co 10 Dec (CNK) and on the 
Lincoln CBC 18 Dec, a new species for the CBC (fide LRB). 

Lesser Scaup: As with Canvasback, Redhead, and Ring-necked Duck, a few winter 
at LO most years; this year 16 were there 11 Jan (TJW), down from the 331 
present 2 Jan (fide SJD). 

Surf Scoter: 1-2 were at LO 1-8 Jan (SJD, PD, BF), with an adult female and a 
juvenile male present 2 Jan (SJD). This is only the 2nd record for Jan. 

White-winged Scoter: A single juvenile male was at LO 1-8 Jan (SJD, PD, BF), 
only the 5th record for Jan. 
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Black Scoter: There were two reports: a single was at BOL 3 Dec (JGJ), and a 
juvenile was at LO 2-8 Jan (SJD, PD, BF), the latter only the 4th record for 
Jan. 

Long-tailed Duck: Completing the “sea duck slam” (scoters and Long-tailed Duck) 
for the period was an excellent showing of this species, with 18 reported in all. 
Up to 3 were at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 1-10 Dec (LE, JGJ, RSt), including 
2 immatures and an adult male (JGJ), and 4 were at L Bennington, Douglas 
Co, 3 Dec (JR). LO hosted at least 11 different birds 22 Dec (BF fide PD) 
through 8 Jan (SJD, PD, BF); on 2 Jan 6 birds were on LM (SJD). 

Bufflehead: The 74 at LM 2 Jan (fide SJD) was a good count for the date. 

Common Goldeneye: The 630 at Sutherland Res 3 Jan (SJD) was a good count. 
Despite its dull yellow bill, a female at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 5 Dec was 
identified as this species by head shape (JGJ); females are sometimes difficult 
to separate from female Barrow’s Goldeneyes because of this. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: None were reported; this is a rare but regular winter visitor in 
the North Platte Valley, notably at LO. 

Hooded Merganser: Rather early for the number were the 38 in Lancaster Co 25 
Feb (LE). 

Common Merganser: Best count was the 12,235 at Sutherland Res 1 Jan (SJD). 
This is close to the maximum number that is reported from either Sutherland 
or LM in mid-winter most years. 

Red-breasted Merganser: A few can be found with patience at LM among the 
Common Mergansers; 15 were on LO 1-2 Jan (SJD). 

Ruddy Duck: There are few Jan records, so 22 at Carter L, Omaha, 5 Jan (CNK) 
were unexpected. Also rather late were 4 at LM 1-3 Jan (SJD). Rather early 
for spring were 2 at BOL 23 Feb (RSt). 

Northern Bobwhite: Northerly reports were of 12 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 
Dec (fide DH) and 17 near Broken Bow 1 Jan (TH). 

Gray Partridge: At the south and west edges of the current ne. Nebraska range were 
8 birds near Elgin, Antelope Co, 15 Jan (MB) and 6 in a disked com field in 
Holt Co 12 Feb (BFH, MB, DH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Large flocks reported were the 70+ in Antelope Co 1 5 Jan, 
the observer’s “largest for many years” (MB) and 57 in Washington Co 26 Dec 
(JT). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this mostly northern and western 
prairie resident. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best counts were 114 on the Beaver Valley CBC 19 Dec 
(fide D&CN) and 76 in one flock in Lincoln Co on the North Platte CBC 18 
Dec (fide TJW). Impressive at the e. edge of the range were the 64 at Buckskin 
Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 14 Dec (BFH). A surprise was one in restored tall 
grass prairie on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB); there are nearby 
populations in w. Lancaster Co and se. Butler Co. At the latter location 17 
were counted 23 Feb (CNK). Nine anxious males were on a booming ground 
near Winnetoon as early as 9 Feb (MB). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine for this widespread resident. 

Common Loon: One at LM 1-2 Jan (SJD) was one of only 3 Jan records; there are 3 
for Feb and an overwintering record from LM also. One at BOL 3-4 Dec (LE) 
was also rather tardy. 

Pied-billed Grebe: One in Lincoln 23 Feb (LE) was was the earliest spring arrival 
on record. As many as 14 were at LM 2 Jan (fide SD), and 2 were still there 
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11 Jan (TJW); LM is the only location where wintering has occurred, albeit 
rarely, and there are 2 early Feb records elsewhere. 

Horned Grebe: Only the 7th Jan record was provided by 3 at LM 2 Jan (fide SJD). 
There is one record of overwintering, also at LM. 

Red-necked Grebe: One on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD) was the 4th Jan record in 
addition to the single record of overwintering, all at LM since 1997. 

Eared Grebe: The only report was of one on the North Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide 
TJW); expected last dates are in early Dec, but there are a few Jan records as 
well. 

Western Grebe: Rather amazing for the date were the 776 on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD). One at Sutherland Res 3 Jan (SJD) was rather late, as was another 
in Frontier Co 12 Dec (LR, RH). 

Clark’s Grebe: The 3 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) were the 4th Jan record, all 
from LM. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Last was one on the North Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide 
TJW); stragglers occur on occasion into late Dec. 

American White Pelican: Sutherland Res is a favored late fall and winter spot for 
this species; 12 were there 7 Dec, dwindling to 3 on 7 Jan (TJW). LO is also a 
regular spot; one was still there 3 Jan (SJD). Elsewhere, stragglers were the 4 
on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec (fide BG) and one on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 
Dec (DH). 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine for this regular but localized winter visitor. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: An immature was found on the Grand Island CBC 
18 Dec (SM); this is the 3rd-latest date on record. 

Plegadis ibis sp.: Amazingly, one materialized in a drainage ditch near GPD 2 Dec 
through 5 Dec (MB, RD, BFH; KZ photo), latest on record by 22 days. (See 
photo on page 42.) 

Bald Eagle: Nesting begins in mid-Feb; a pair was copulating (on ice!!) at BOL 19 
Feb (LE). Adults at a nest in Cass Co 1 Jan (L&BP) may have been 
establishing territorial rights prior to nesting. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this fairly common, essentially year- 
round visitor and resident. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: The 7 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 2 Jan (fide JT) was a 
good CBC tally. High CBC tally for the state is 11. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this rather common year-round resident 
and migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported; this is a rare winter visitor. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Two apparently different singles were reported, both in 
regular locations: a juvenile was at PL 28 Dec (JR), a single was there 3 Jan 
(LE), and one was at BOL 4-5 Dec (PJ, RSt). 

Red-tailed Hawk: The 146 on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec (fide BG) was a record 
CBC tally for Nebraska. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon western resident. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Best count was a surprising 30 in n.-cen. Nebraska 12 Feb 
(BFH, MB, DH); 27 were in Scotts Bluff Co 16 Jan (KD). 

Golden Eagle: Easterly were adults in Dixon Co 14 Dec (BFH) and Holt Co 28 
Feb (SW fide JGJ). 

American Kestrel: Anecdotal reports from Raptor Recovery suggest that numbers 
are have declined in recent years, possibly due to the apparently increasing 
numbers of Cooper’s Hawks in the state (BFi). 
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Merlin: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide winter visitor. 

Peregrine Falcon: Unexpected in mid-winter except for the resident breeders in 
Omaha and Lincoln, singles were in York Co 9 Jan (SM) and at Fremont 16 
Jan (D&JP). Both latter sightings could be of Omaha or Lincoln birds; it is 
unknown how far these birds range in winter. 

Prairie Falcon: Easterly were singles in Butler Co 20 Dec (CD) and Dodge Co 14 
Dec (fide D&JP) and 2 Feb (D&JP). 

Virginia Rail: A good find were the 4 on Lonergan Creek at LM 2 Jan (SJD). A 
few winter regularly at seeps around LM. 

American Coot: Reports were routine for this species, which lingers well into Dec 
in many parts of the state. 

Sandhill Crane: Earliest migrants appear in late Jan most years, although the only 
such report this year was of one apparently lost bird with Snow Geese near 
Riverside Zoo at Scottsbluff 14-28 Jan (AK). Otherwise, first reported was one 
in Hall Co 3 Feb (JLL), followed by the first flock of 50 near Lewellen 19 Feb 
(LJH). 

Killdeer: Stragglers may remain very late in fall and overwinter at favored locations 
along the North Platte Valley. Away from those locations Jan reports are few, 
but this year 5 were in Dawson Co 3 Jan (ARy) and one was in Lancaster Co 7 
Jan (LE). Earliest in spring were about on time, with one at Scottsbluff SL 18 
Feb (KD), which may have wintered there, and several arrivals 20 Feb: 2 in 
Lincoln (RE), one at Bellevue (GS), 3 at Offutt Base L, Sarpy Co, and 2 at La 
Platte Bottoms, Sarpy Co, (CNK). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Apt to linger rather late, one was an the Calamus-Loup CBC 
28 Dec (fide DH). 

Wilson’s Snipe: This species can be found along the North Platte Valley late in fall 
also; 16 were in the LM area 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 6 were at North Platte 6 Jan 
(TJW). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: Three juveniles were reported: one at GPD, a traditional 
hotspot for this species, 8 Dec (fide MB), one at BOL 1-5 Dec (m. ob.), likely 
the same bird that was there in late Nov (see photo on page 6), and one which 
provided Nebraska’s latest record by 11 days at Sutherland Res 3 Jan (SJD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: One at LO 3 Jan (SJD) was tardy; latest date is 5 Jan. Fewer 
than usual were reported; best count was only 22 at BOL 4 Dec (JGJ). 

Ross’s Gull: The individual at GPD in Nov (see photos on page 6) continued to be 
seen by many through 7 Dec (MB), but a major surprise was another bird at 
BOL 3 Dec (JGJ, video). These are Nebraska’s 2nd and 3rd records, and were 
part of an influx of at least 5 birds into the Northern Great Plains. 

Franklin’s Gull: One at LM 8 Jan (PD, BF) was only the 18th record overall for 2 
Dec-18 Feb. Early arrival is in mid-Feb; showing the way were 1-2 at PL 19- 
23 Feb (RSt, LE). 

Mew Gull: One at GPD 1-2 Dec (DC, PR) had no chance of avoiding the many 
birders there for the Ross’s Gull. This is Nebraska’s 14th for fall. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor and 
abundant migrant. 

California Gull: As is usual, most were at LM; 16 were counted on the CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD) and one was there 8 Jan (PD, BF). Elsewhere, a juvenile/first 
winter bird was at BOL 3 Dec (JGJ), the Scottsbluff CBC recorded its first 
ever 18 Dec (LJH, fide AK, KD), and one was at Sutherland Res 1 and 3 Jan 
(SJD). 
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Herring GuJl; The 186 at Sutherland Res 3 Jan (SJD) was a good count for a Jan 
date. 

Thayer’s Gull: This regular fall visitor was reported from 6 locations through 8 
Jan, a total of 16 birds. An excellent count of 8 (7 juveniles and an adult) was 
reported at Sutherland Res 3 Jan, and on 1 Jan a 2nd basic bird was present 
also, for a reservoir total of 9 over the 3 days (SJD). Elsewhere, an immature 
was at North Platte 1 Dec (TJW), an adult was at BOL 3-4 Dec (LE, MS fide 
JGJ), an adult was at GPD 5 Dec (MB), 1-2 were at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 
7-18 Dec (TJW), and an adult and a juvenile were at LM 1-8 Jan (SJD, PD, 
BF). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: As with Thayer’s Gull, this species is a regular fall 
visitor in small numbers. Eight were reported from 5 locations 3 Dec-3 Jan 
(JGJ, m. ob.). 

Glaucous Gull: The only reports of this regular winter visitor were of one on the 
North Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide TJW) and an adult at Sutherland Res 1 Jan 
(SJD). 

Great Black-backed Gull: This species is being reported more often recently. The 
two reports were of single first-winter birds at GPD 1-4 Dec (DC, MB, BFH, 
RD), likely the same bird reported there in late Nov (MB), and on the North 
Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide TJW)- The latter is the 11th fall record. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: At opposite ends of the spectrum, and illustrating this 
species’ preference for small towns and cities in the west, were the 357 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec, a count high (fide AK), and the first ever appearance 
on the Lincoln CBC, where 42 were counted 18 Dec (fide LRB). 

Mourning Dove: Unusually high numbers lingered in the southeast, including 241 
on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB), 90+ in Lincoln 6 Jan (LE), and “an 
exceptional” 100+ in Sarpy Co 9 Jan (L&BP). North of the Platte Valley this 
species is rare to absent in winter; 2 were on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 Dec 
(fide DH), and rather late westward were 7 in York Co 2 Jan (SM), 4 in Adams 
Co 14 Jan (PD), and one at Brady as late as 17 Jan (TJW). 

Monk Parakeet: This species, of enigmatic occurrence in Nebraska, made one of its 
periodic appearances; one was in Greenwood 18 Feb (ADG fide RW). There 
are currently no known breeding sites in the state. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: Despite this not being a Snowy Owl winter on the Great Plains, there 
was a single report: one was near Elgin 13 Jan (KDi fide JGJ). 

Barred Owl: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident. 

Long-eared Owl: There were 4 reports of this unobtrusive but fairly common 
species. One wintering at Holmes L, Lincoln, (see photo on page 4) was seen 
by many of the nuthatch crowd 5 Dec-13 Feb (LE, m. ob.), 2 were on the 
Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (fide BFH), 2 were on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), 
and one was on the Norfolk CBC 18 Dec (fide DH). 

Short-eared Owl: There were 7 reports involving 11 birds of this nomadic winter 
visitor, more than usual (m. ob.). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: There was only one report, about the norm: one was well- 
studied at Brady 13 Feb (TJW). 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this low-density resident. 
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Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor 
in the southeast. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Westerly reports continue as this species slowly 
establishes itself in the w. North Platte Valley; singles were on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 18 Dec (fide AK) and in Morrill Co 28 Dec (LJH). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Something remarkable has been happening with this 
species in recent years. There was an amazing number of reports this winter, 
virtually statewide, for this species which has previously been a rare mid-winter 
visitor only in the extreme southeast. However, even in the Omaha-Bellevue 
area several observers were surprised by sightings in Jan-Feb: one in a Bellevue 
yard 9 Feb was the observer’s second there in 30 years (RBa), and at least 9 
others were reported in the metro area 16 Jan-6 Feb (m. ob.). Lincoln 
observers also had multiple sightings, perhaps more unexpected than those in 
the Omaha-Bellevue area: 6 were reported Jan-Feb (m. ob.), including 2 
wintering at a feeder (fide JLC). Away from these areas, winter reports are rare, 
but this winter there were no fewer than 12: one was at Curtis 5 Dec and 1 Jan 
(same bird? RL), 2 at a Burwell feeder 11 Dec had been there some time 
(B&KG), one was in Frontier Co 11 Dec (LR, RH), one was on the North 
Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide TJW), another was near North Platte 27 Dec (LD), 2 
were on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 Dec (fide DH), one was in Custer Co 6 
Jan (TH), one at Grand Island 9 Jan had been there for 3 weeks (SM), one was 
in Buffalo Co 23 Jan (B&KG), one was in Colfax Co 25 Jan (LE), one was in 
Geneva 7 Feb (fide JRi), and one was in Wheeler Co 16 Feb (WF). The 
Wheeler Co record is the first for Feb north of the Platte Valley away from the 
east, and the four Jan-Feb records cited above for north of the Platte Valley 
comprise one third of all such records. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this statewide resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common resident and winter visitor. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports continue from FF, a regular location (JR, L&BP, 
CNK), but northward expansion seems to be underway, with a pair at Dodge 
Park, Omaha, 6 Dec-5 Jan (CNK, JT, JR, RSt). Farther north, there was a 
belated report of 2 at DeSoto NWR 28 Feb 2010 (JR, SS). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Generally only a rare lingering species in the southeast, two 
were found on CBCs, singles on the Grand Island CBC 18 Dec (fide CM) and 
DeSoto NWR CBC 2 Jan (fide JT). 

Northern Shrike: Good counts were the 6 between North Platte and Grant 7 Dec 
(TJW) and 10 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 Dec (fide DH). 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this is a generally common but erratic winter 
visitor. 

Blue Jay: The 353 on the Lincoln CBC (fide LRB) was a good count. 

Black-billed Magpie: The current erratic occurrence pattern south of the Platte 
Valley continues; sightings this winter included 2 in Franklin Co 5 Dec (LR, 
RH) and one in Frontier Co 7 Dec (RL). 

American Crow: The 1540 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 Dec (fide DH) Was a 
good count, but far below the CBC record of 9602 from the same location. 

Horned Lark: The 5000 in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Feb (KD) was a good count; large 
flocks occur in Feb, probably as northward migration begins. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Numbers are recovering in Lancaster Co; 1-5 were found 
on most trips there as opposed to none during the last few years (LE), and a 
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good count of236 was made 18 Dec on the Lincoln CBC (fide LRB). One at 
Brady 27 Dec was the “first there for a long while” (TJW). 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common eastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: The 55 on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB) was a 
good CBC tally for a non-invasion year. Although widespread at feeders, 
numbers were about normal. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common eastern and 
northern resident and winter visitor elsewhere. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this northern Panhandle resident. 

Brown-headed Nuthatch: The remarkable discovery of 2 birds in fall at Holmes L, 
Lincoln (LE), was extended into mid-winter, with many reports of 1-2 birds, 
including 2 on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB). The Nebraska winter 
may have been too much, however, as one on 31 Jan, “appeared cold, having 
second thoughts about its Nebraska trip” (JC, SS). Despite searching in Feb, 
none were found (LE). The last report of 2 birds was on the CBC. An 
intriguing report of “squeaky calls” came from Pioneer Park, Lincoln, 3 Dec 
(RE). (See photo on page 40.) 

Brown Creeper: An apparent record high CBC count was the amazing 43 at Lincoln 
18 Dec (fide LRB). 

Carolina Wren: This species is making a slow recovery after a few down years. 
Most reports were as expected from the southeast, with a few exceptions: one 
was at Hastings 3-19 Jan (PS, PD), one at the Sutherland exit of J-80 was 
photographed 3 Jan (SJD), and one was in a Grand Island yard 8-9 Jan (SM). 
The 6 found on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB) was encouraging. 

Winter Wren: There was only one report away from the southeast where a few 
winter most years: 3 were found on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). There are 
only about 30 Dec-Feb records in northern and western Nebraska. 

Marsh Wren: As usual, there were a few reports from the North Platte Valley, 
where this species winters at seeps; one was at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 5 Dec (AD), and the North Platte, LM, and Scottsbluff CBCs each had 1-3 
birds (fide TJW, fide SJD, fide AK). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Two in Lincoln Co 21 Feb (TJW) were mid-winter 
rarities there. The 83 on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB) was a record 
CBC tally. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports of singles of this generally cold-sensitive species 
near Scottsbluff 7 Dec (AD) and at L Maloney on the North Platte CBC 18 
Dec (fide TJW) were surprising, but amazing were 2 photographed at an 
Ogallala feeder 11 Feb (JO), only the 4th Feb record for the western half of the 
state. 

Eastern Bluebird: A counthigh of 175 was recorded on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec 
(fide BG); this is the 2nd highest CBC count by one! 

Mountain Bluebird: The 10 n. of Brady 16 Feb (TJW) were likely moving to the 
breeding range; wintering birds are confined to the cedar breaks s. of the Platte 
River in Lincoln Co. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: One in Omaha 14 Dec (JR) was the only report from the 
east; most years at least a few get to eastern Nebraska. 

Hermit Thrush: Although reports into Dec, including CBCs, are fairly regular, 
mid-winter records are scarce, especially westward. A westerly count week bird 
reported for the North Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide TJW) was only the 6th Dec- 
Mar report away from the east. All other reports were from the southeast, 
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where there were more Jan-Feb reports than usual: 5 Jan at Dodge Park, 
Omaha, (CNK), 6 Jan and 4 Feb at Pioneers Park, Lincoln, (LE), 11 and 20 
Jan at FF (CNK, JR), 22 Jan at Omaha (CNK), 2 in a Bellevue yard 2 Feb 
(BG), one at Plattsmouth 5 Feb (KSc), and one at FF 27 Feb (CNK). Hermit 
thrushes were recorded 9 out of the last 10 years in one or more CBCs in the 
state with as many as 3 counts in some years. Interestingly, from 1990-1999, 
only two birds were recorded on CBCs in the state while from 2000-2009, 26 
birds were recorded. 

American Robin: Large counts were the 5200 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 Dec 
(fide DH) and 3697 on the North Platte CBC 18 Dec (fide TJW). High CBC 
counts are 10,000+. An intriguing very grey robin was photographed near 
North Platte 8 Feb (VC). 

Northern Mockingbird: One apparently wintering was seen several times at PL 
(RSt, LE); over-wintering is rarely documented, although there are quite a few 
mid-winter sightings. One was on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB), 
singles were at BOL 10 and 21 Dec (RSt), and a surprise for the northerly 
location were the 2 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 28 Dec (fide DH). 

Brown Thrasher: One on the LM CBC 20 Jan (fide SJD) was one of fewer than 10 
Jan-Feb reports away from the southeast. 

European Starling: Best tally was 5007 on the Omaha CBC 18 Dec (fide BG), 
which is historically mediocre; high CBC counts are 30,000+. 

Bohemian Waxwing: The only report of this erratic winter visitor was from an 
expected location: 4 were on the Harrison CBC 22 Dec (fide B&DW). 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine for this common but erratic winter visitor. 

Lapland Longspur: Huge aggregations occur on occasion; a careful observer 
estimated 36,000, 3rd best total on record after 50,000 twice, in a 3-mile 
square near Funk 28 Jan (PD). Elsewhere, 8000 were in Dixon Co 24 Dec (JJ). 

Snow Bunting: This was one of the best years on record for this species in 
Nebraska. Impressive counts reported were 600 in Pierce and Wayne Cos 27 
Dec (JJ), 210 in Dixon Co 15 Jan (BFH), and 200-300 in Clay Co 23 Jan (KS, 
JLL). Reports were overwhelmingly from the east and north-central, with 
patchy occurrence westward: only one was located amongst those 36,000 
Lapland Longspurs near Funk 28 Jan (PD). The 36 found on the Harrison 
CBC 22 Dec was a count first there (fide B&DW). After much searching in 
the Mitchell area 2 were found 19 Feb (KD), and another was in Scotts Bluff 
Co 2 Feb (AP). Few were reported south of Lincoln/Omaha and the Platte 
Valley: singles were in Gage Co 22 Jan (LE), Saline Co 23 Jan (LE), and Otoe 
Co 24 Jan (LE). 

Yellow-ruraped (Myrtle) Warbler: This species has been increasingly reported on 
CBCs and into early Jan in recent years, with reports mid-Jan through Mar 
increasing also. This year there were several mid-winter sightings statewide, 
including singles northerly in Wheeler Co 26 Feb (WF) and in Burwell 20 Jan 
(B&KG). Others were 2 near Willis 7 Feb (BFH), 3 in Kearney Co during Jan 
(KS) and 9 Feb (TH), and 2 in Lincoln Co 21 Feb (TJW). One in Bellevue 5 
Feb (KCR) rounded out the total of 5 reports for Feb; previously there have 
been only 24 reports statewide for Feb, 4 of those in 2007-2008. 

Wilson’s Warbler: A major surprise was a male near Scottsbluff 29 Dec (AD), the 
latest on record by a couple of months; there is a report from Boone Co 20 
Nov 1976. 
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Spotted Towhee: A few winter in s. and se. Nebraska, but Jan-Feb reports elsewhere 
are unexpected; a male was near Sutherland 3 Jan (SJD) one was at Hooper 11 
Jan (fide RJ), and one was in Cuming Co 25-27 Jan (LE). 

Eastern Towhee: Overwintering occurs rarely in the se., where Spotteds are more 
likely in mid-winter; possible wintering Easterns were one at FF 11 Jan (CNK) 
and another near Fremont 12 Jan (D&JP). 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this abundant winter visitor. 

Chipping Sparrow: Late stragglers were a “first winter” bird at Forest Lawn Cem, 
Omaha, 5 Dec (JR), an adult there with juncos 26 Dec (JR), and one in a 
Hastings yard 3 Jan (PD, photo). The latter is only the 4th documented for 
Jan. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Amazingly, 2 reports were received: 2 on the Omaha CBC 
18 Dec (fide BG, EB details) and one at Hastings 3 Jan (PD). Previously there 
had been 2 reports for Jan and one in Dec. 

Field Sparrow: Only the 9th record for mid-Jan through mid-Feb was one heard 
singing and then seen amongst 80+ American Tree Sparrows near Broken Bow 
(TH). Reports are rare on CBCs in the se., almost always of single birds, and 
5 on the Lincoln CBC (fide LRB) was an unexpected tally. 

Fox Sparrow: Rare westward, one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) was identified 
as a grayish “Red” Fox Sparrow (WRS, KDy). Reports from Kearney Co 11 
and 16 Jan (KS, LR, RH) and 26 Feb (LR, RH) may have been of the same 
bird over-wintering. The remaining reports, fewer than last winter, were from 
the se., where wintering occurs on occasion. One was in Lincoln 4 Feb (LE). 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon but widespread winter 
visitor. 

Swamp Sparrow: One at FF 27 Feb (CNK) was likely an early migrant; there are a 
few early Mar records. 

White-throated Sparrow: A bit westerly for Jan-Feb were 5 at a Hastings feeder 3 
Jan (PD, PS). 

Harris’s Sparrow: This species is rare in the west, but most likely in the North 
Platte Valley, where one was at a Scottsbluff feeder 15 Dec (AD) and 4 were 
near Sutherland 3 Jan (SJD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Largest mid-winter numbers occur in the west, with 
fewer eastward; 112 were on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK) and 40 
were at a Mitchell feeder 16 Jan (KD). In the east, the only mid-Jan through 
Feb reports were of 1-2 in Sarpy Co 15-16 Jan (ARy, L&BP), one in Omaha 
17 Jan (JWH), 1-2 in Lincoln 22-24 Jan (R&SW), and 2 in Cuming Co 27 Jan 
(LE). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported; a few winter in the west 
most years. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: The 986 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 2 Jan (fide 
JT) was an impressive CBC total. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: The 28 “Oregon” Juncos on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec 
(fide LRB) was a good tally; about 5-10% of wintering juncos in the east are 
“Oregons”. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is rare in the east, with few well- 
documented records. However, 2 different birds photographed in Lincoln 
showed features consistent with this form: 22 Feb (RSt) and 27 Feb (JH). 
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Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: The only report was of one on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 18 Dec (fide AK), only the 9th documented record; reports have increased 
to perhaps one a year recently. 

Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Red-winged Blackbird: The 5000 at a Brady feedlot 2 Jan (TJW) was a large group 
for the date. As noted by the observer, most winter birds are males, and so 3 
females in Scotts Bluff Co 9 Jan (KD) were unexpected. 

Eastern Meadowlark: None were reported; a few likely winter in the southeast. 

Western Meadowlark: First singing was heard in Sarpy Co 26 Feb (L&BP). 
Northwesterly for the dates were 6 near Broken Bow 1 Jan (TH) and 12 near 
Gering 4 Jan (AK). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: The only report was of a male on the Ames CBC 14 
Dec (DL, fide D&JP). 

Rusty Blackbird: This species is a regular, though rare, winter visitor in the east; 
thus unexpected were singles at L McConaughy 1-2 Jan (SJD) and at Broken 
Bow 28 Jan (TH). There are only 12 Panhandle records Nov-Mar, and so a 
flock of 110 at Walgren L, Sheridan Co, 24 Dec (B&DW) was a surprise. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Three at Walgren L, Sheridan Co, 24 Dec (B&DW) and 2 in 
Cass Co 26 Dec (RSt) were late. 

Common Grackle: The 31 at North Platte 9 Feb (TJW) were likely early migrants; 
wintering birds are usually singles, such as one in Kearney Co 30 Jan (LR, 
RH). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Wintering occurs in the south on occasion; 7 were in 
Fillmore Co 3 Feb (LE). A male near Gothenburg 15 Feb (TJW) and one at 
BOL 19 Feb (LE) were likely early migrants. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: An early arrival was one in Lancaster Co 25 Feb (LE). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this localized Panhandle winter 
visitor was of 10 on the Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK). 

Purple Finch: Numbers were about average, best count the 23 on the Lincoln CBC 
18 Dec (fide LRB). Less common westerly, good finds were the single on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 18 Dec (fide AK) and 2 near Sutherland 1 Jan (SJD). 

House Finch: The 263 on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB) was a good count. 

Red Crossbill: Only one bird was reported from the east, that on the Lincoln CBC 
18 Dec (fide LRB). Only about 20 were reported in all. 

Common Redpoll: As is often the case with this species, good showings are 
followed by no showing. None were reported. 

Pine Siskin: Reports were widespread, although numbers were moderate; best count 
was from a CBC, as might be expected: 109 at Lincoln 18 Dec (fide LRB), but 
100 were at a feeder near Gering 28 Jan (AK). This species is an early breeder 
and may nest anywhere in the state; two appeared to be engaged in courtship 
feeding at Bellevue 18 Feb (L&BP). 

American Goldfinch: Numbers at feeders were higher than in recent years; the 200+ 
in the observer's yard 1 Feb were the most there for 15 years (JJ). Elsewhere, 
200+ were in a Lincoln yard 31 Jan (R&SW), and the best CBC count was 
372 on the Lincoln CBC 18 Dec (fide LRB). 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common commensal. 
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2010-2011 Christmas Bird Counts 

by Don Paseka 

Fourteen Christmas Bird Counts were held in Nebraska in the 2010-2011 
season. The Branched Oak-Seward count was canceled due to weather, but in 
comparison to last year, the weather was generally dry, mild and cooperative. Even 
though open water was limited, the species associated with water were well 
represented, resulting in the highest total number of species (149) ever, easily 
topping the previous high count of 138 in 2001. In all, 17 species set new high 
counts, 5 tied previous highs, and the amazing Brown-headed Nuthatches stayed in 
Lincoln and were counted for the first time in Nebraska. 

Twelve species including Northern Harrier and Rough-legged Hawk were 
found on all 14 counts. However, 34 species were found on only one count, and of 
those, 18 were single individuals. Some of the more interesting “one-bird wonders” 
were Black-crowned Night-Heron at Grand Island, Northern Goshawk and Northern 
Saw-whet Owl at DeSoto-Boyer, Red-shouldered Hawk at Omaha, Brown Thrasher 
at Lake McConaughy and Yellow-headed Blackbird at Ames. 

Twenty-nine species of Anseriformes were counted with record numbers for 
Cackling Goose (6,946), Canada Goose (81,450), Trumpeter Swan (49), 
Canvasback (150) and Long-tailed Duck (11). In addition, all three scoters were 
found as singles at Lake McConaughy. 

For only the second time, all six grebe species were counted, with record 
numbers of Pied-billed Grebe (14) and Western Grebe (777). American Coot set a 
new high (1654), as did Wilson’s Snipe (33). A single Greater Yellowlegs at 
Calamus marks only the third time that this species has been found on a Nebraska 
count. 


While gull and raptor numbers were unremarkable, many other non- 
waterbirds had excellent counts. Rock Pigeons set a new high (6593), as did 
Eurasian Collared-Dove (998), Downy Woodpecker (587), and Hairy Woodpecker 
(120). The count week bird at DeSoto marks the first time Pileated Woodpecker was 
found in a circle other than Omaha. Some other woodland birds also did well, with 
new highs for Winter Wren (11), Hermit Thrush (11), and Yellow-rumped Warbler 
(42), along with Snow Bunting (62) out in the open areas. Only three times in the 
past has even a single Grey-crowned Rosy-Finch been counted, so the Scottsbluff 
count of 10 is noteworthy. 

Among all these high counts, a few species had remarkably low counts. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse were missed entirely for the first time since 1991. The 35 
Northern Bobwhites, found on only 5 counts, was the lowest total since 22 in 1998. 
The Black-billed Magpie count of 34 was the second lowest count ever; only the 
1967 count of 16 was lower. Black-capped Chickadee numbers continue a slow 
rebound with this year’s 1123 the highest count since 2002. 




Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca S.P. 

Scottsbluff 

Total 


2010-11 CBC Site Data 


Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers 

Low Temp 

High Temp 

Sky 

Precipitation 





(F) 

(F) 



14 Dec 

60 

19,512 

13 

21 

31 

cloudy 

none 

19 Dec 

26 

1,010 

3 

22 

30 

cloudy 

none 

28 Dec 

63 

25,480 

8 

10 

50 

clear 

none 

21 Dec 

37 

1,259 

2 

28 

30 

partly cloudy 

none 

2 Jan 

65 

16,478 

21 

13 

28 

clear 

none 

18 Dec 

61 

29,602 

14 

17 

26 

cloudy 

none 

22 Dec 

24 

423 

2 

24 

28 

cloudy 

none 

2 Jan 

109 

20,339 

17 

-8 

31 

partly cloudy 

none 

18 Dec 

77 

23,394 

42 

10 

28 

partly clear 

none 

18 Dec 

55 

9,749 

7 

8 

29 

cloudy 

none 

18 Dec 

75 

29,404 

9 

17 

27 

clear 

none 

18 Dec 

78 

26,591 

42 

15 

30 

cloudy/clear 

none 

14 Dec 

54 

6,171 

9 

17 

27 

cloudy/clear 

none 

18 Dec 

57 

24,191 

9 

19 

29 

clear/cloudy 

none 


149 

233,603 

198 

15 

30 
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Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Calamus-Loup 

l 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Greater White-fronted Goose 





1 

28 


4 

Snow Goose 

2 


2 



63 



Ross's Goose 



1 






Cackling Goose 

106 


54 


4 

115 


192 

Canada Goose 

4,157 


8,830 


5,168 

19,614 


4,772 

Trumpeter Swan 

2 


26 





21 

Wood Duck 

1 





5 



Gadwal! 



16 





216 

American Wigeon 



26 





150 

Mallard 

10,828 

63 

4,600 

3 

4,770 

1,129 

4 

1,820 

Blue-winged Teal 









Northern Shoveler 








6 

Northern Pintail 

2 




10 



12 

Green-winged Teal 






1 


81 

Canvasback 






2 


141 

Redhead 








166 

Ring-necked Duck 






2 


197 

Greater Scaup 








65 

Lesser Scaup 





12 



331 

Surf Scoter 








1 

White-winged Scoter 








1 

Black Scoter 








1 

Long-tailed Duck 








11 

Bufflehead 








74 

Common Goldeneye 

1 


56 


161 

10 


398 

Hooded Merganser 



1 





25 

Common Merganser 

12 


75 


48 



1,660 

Red-breasted Merganser 








16 

Ruddy Duck 





3 



3 

Duck sp. 

44 








Northern Bobwhite 



12 



7 


8 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

36 

11 

2 

14 

78 

1 


69 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 


114 

53 





12 

Wild Turkey 

68 


12 

51 

163 

257 

13 

71 
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Lincoln 

1 Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

j Ponca S.P. 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Greater White-fronted Goose 

1 


8 




42 

Snow Goose 

28 

1 

6 

8 

1,000 


1,110 

Ross's Goose 







1 

Cackling Goose 

438 

8 

5,042 

817 


170 

6,946 

Canada Goose 

10,055 

2,735 

4,047 

9,606 

2 

12,464 

81,450 

Trumpeter Swan 







49 

Wood Duck 

1 






7 

Gadwall 

6 


30 

1 


7 

276 

American Wigeon 



4 



36 

216 

Mallard 

1,194 

32 

10,257 

3,688 

344 

4,389 

43,121 

BJue-winged Teal 




1 



1 

Northern Shoveler 



15 

3 


15 

39 

Northern Pintail 



20 

6 


9 

59 

Green-winged Teal 

10 


25 

36 


6 

159 

Canvasback 

5 





2 

150 

Redhead 



1 




167 

Ring-necked Duck 


4 





203 

Greater Scaup 

1 






66 

Lesser Scaup 


1 


1 



345 

Surf Scoter 







1 

White-winged Scoter 







1 

Black Scoter 







1 

Long-tailed Duck 







11 

Buffiehead 



10 




84 

Common Goldeneye 

2 


418 

43 

33 

59 

1,181 

Hooded Merganser 

1 


2 

3 



32 

Common Merganser 



500 

23 

96 


2,414 

Red-breasted Merganser 







16 

Ruddy Duck 

3 

1 


4 



14 

Duck sp. 




5 



49 

Northern Bobwhite 

8 





cw 

35 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

14 

68 

1 


120 

3 

417 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

1 


76 


64 


320 

Wild Turkey 

48 

5 

20 

157 

32 


897 
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Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Calamus-Loup 

i 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Common Loon 








3 

Pied-billed Grebe 








14 

Horned Grebe 








3 

Red-necked Grebe 








1 

Eared Grebe 









Western Grebe 








776 

Clark's Grebe 








3 

Double-crested Cormorant 









American White Pelican 



1 





1 

Great Blue Heron 

5 


CW 



1 


8 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 






1 



Bald Eagle 

8 

2 

57 

2 

40 

10 


56 

adult 

2 


18 

2 


9 



immature 

1 

2 

39 



1 



unspecified age 

5 




40 



56 

Northern Harrier 

4 

1 

11 

3 

7 

8 

2 

13 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

3 


1 


7 

1 


3 

Cooper's Hawk 

1 


1 


1 

4 


1 

Northern Goshawk 





1 




Accipiter sp. 









Red-shouldered Hawk 









Red-tailed Hawk 

47 

8 

19 

10 

95 

44 

1 

36 

Ferruginous Hawk 




1 



1 

2 

Rough-legged Hawk 

11 

2 

1 

8 

5 

8 

5 

20 

Buteo sp. 









Golden Eagle 




2 

CW 


1 


American Kestrel 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

18 


25 

Merlin 

3 


CW 

CW 




1 

Prairie Falcon 

1 


CW 

1 

CW 

2 


1 

Hawk sp. 





1 




Virginia Rail 








4 

American Coot 

CW 





8 


1,600 

Killdeer 



1 





7 

Greater Yellowlegs 



1 
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Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca S. P. 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Common Loon 







3 

Pied-billed Grebe 







14 

Horned Grebe 







3 

Red-necked Grebe 







1 

Eared Grebe 



1 




1 

Western Grebe 



1 




777 

Clark's Grebe 







3 

Double-crested Cormorant 



1 




1 

American White Pelican 




4 



6 

Great Blue Heron 

4 


1 

3 


4 

26 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 







1 

Bald Eagle 

2 

15 

9 

33 

27 

6 

267 

adult 

1 

10 

8 


16 


66 

immature 

1 

5 

1 


11 


61 

unspecified age 




33 


6 

140 

Northern Harrier 

12 


7 

8 

1 

5 

82 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

9 

1 


7 



32 

Cooper’s Hawk 

5 

2 

1 

3 



19 

Northern Goshawk 







1 

Accipiter sp. 

2 

1 





3 

Red-shouldered Hawk 




1 



1 

Red-tailed Hawk 

71 

36 

22 

146 

58 

24 

617 

Ferruginous Hawk 







4 

Rough-legged Hawk 

8 

7 

2 

3 

25 

4 

109 

Buteo sp. 

4 

6 





10 

Golden Eagle 





2 


5 

American Kestrel 

18 

8 

8 

17 

2 

28 

138 

Merlin 

1 

1 

1 

2 



9 

Prairie Falcon 



1 




6 

Hawk sp. 







1 

Virginia Rail 







4 

American Coot 

2 

4 

39 



1 

1,654 

Killdeer 

2 






10 

Greater Yeliowlegs 







1 
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Ames 

Beaver Valley 

Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Wilson's Snipe 

1 


4 





21 

Bonaparte's Gull 








1 

Ring-billed Gull 








133 

California Gull 








16 

Herring Gull 



1 





75 

Thayer's Gull 








2 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 








1 

Glaucous Gull 









Great Black-backed Gull 









Gull sp. 



1 






Rock Pigeon 

154 


105 

19 

208 

1,684 


427 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

5 


17 

102 


207 

19 

143 

Mourning Dove 

41 


2 


36 

14 


38 

Eastern Screech-Owl 



3 

1 

2 

12 


3 

Great Horned Owl 

5 

1 

5 

1 

8 

1 


4 

Barred Owl 

cw 




7 




Long-eared Owl 








2 

Short-eared Owl 








3 

Nothem Saw-whet Owl 





1 




Owlsp. 

1 








Belted Kingfisher 

4 

2 

3 


2 

3 


4 

Red-headed Woodpecker 





4 




Red-bellied Woodpecker 

41 


3 


78 

7 


9 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

2 


2 



1 



Downy Woodpecker 

27 

3 

12 

1 

91 

23 

1 

40 

Hairy Woodpecker 

4 

2 

5 


19 

3 


13 

Northern Flicker 

51 

5 

29 

5 

135 

53 


72 

Red-shafted 









Red x Yellow-shafted 









Yellow-shafted 









unspecified 

51 

5 

29 

5 

135 

53 


72 

Pileated Woodpecker 





cw 




Loggerhead Shrike 





1 

1 



Northern Shrike 

cw 


10 

2 

2 

3 


5 
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Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca S. P. 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Wilson's Snipe 



1 

1 


5 

33 

Bonaparte's Gull 







1 

Ring-billed Gull 



301 



2 

436 

California Gull 






1 

17 

Herring Gull 



65 




141 

Thayer's Gull 



2 




4 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 



1 




2 

Glaucous Gull 



1 




1 

Great Black-backed Gull 



1 




1 

Gull sp. 







1 

Rock Pigeon 

2,309 

424 

358 

482 

47 

376 

6,593 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

42 

91 

8 

3 

4 

357 

998 

Mourning Dove 

241 

1 

2 

124 

3 


502 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

4 

1 





26 

Great Homed Owl 

9 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

46 

Barred Owl 

4 



5 

1 


17 

Long-eared Owl 


1 



2 


5 

Short-eared Owl 

1 




3 


7 

Nothem Saw-whet Owl 







1 

Owl sp. 

3 






4 

Belted Kingfisher 

10 

1 

4 

2 

1 

8 

44 

Red-headed Woodpecker 




23 



27 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

70 

17 

5 

136 

37 

1 

404 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

4 


1 

2 



12 

Downy Woodpecker 

157 

20 

11 

161 

36 

4 

587 

Hairy Woodpecker 

22 

9 

3 

22 

15 

3 

120 

Northern Flicker 

95 

17 

11 

128 

48 

16 

665 

Red-shafted 

7 


5 

2 

2 


16 

Red x Yellow-shafted 






4 

4 

Yellow-shafted 

48 


6 

126 

46 


226 

unspecified 

40 

17 




12 

419 

Piieated Woodpecker 




3 



3 

Loggerhead Shrike 







2 

Northern Shrike 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

35 
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jAmes 

Beaver Valley 

| Calamus-Loup 

Crawford 

1 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

i Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Blue Jay 

41 


11 

2 

116 

40 


36 

Black-billed Magpie 




4 




16 

American Crow 

43 

18 

1,540 

7 

198 

626 

6 

21 

Homed Lark 

213 

10 

2 

312 

21 

2,124 

147 

796 

Black-capped Chickadee 

75 

1 

8 

9 

265 

6 

1 

18 

Tufted Titmouse 





17 




Red-breasted Nuthatch 

1 


1 

2 

5 

3 


8 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

34 

9 

16 

1 

94 

13 


8 

Pygmy Nuthatch 




6 





Brown-headed Nuthatch 









Brown Creeper 

8 


2 


11 

6 


3 

Carolina Wren 









Winter Wren 





1 



3 

Marsh Wren 








3 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

3 




3 

6 


4 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 









Eastern Bluebird 

24 


72 


63 

16 


32 

Mountain Bluebird 








11 

Townsend's Solitaire 




9 



1 

44 

Hermit Thrush 

2 








American Robin 

304 

352 

5,200 

85 

671 

444 

5 

977 

Northern Mockingbird 



2 






Brown Thrasher 








1 

European Starling 

737 

141 

3,700 

360 

1,428 

1,395 

55 

774 

Bohemian Waxwing 







4 


Cedar Waxwing 

97 


45 

25 

80 

6 

26 

110 

Lapland Longspur 

642 






3 

295 

Snow Bunting 





18 


36 

5 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

4 


5 


2 



17 

Spotted Towhee 





1 




Eastern Towhee 





1 




American Tree Sparrow 

476 

144 

142 

36 

571 

293 


206 

Clay-colored Sparrow 









Field Sparrow 
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Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca S. P. 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Blue Jay 

353 

46 

11 

147 

85 

54 

942 

Black-billed Magpie 


2 




12 

34 

American Crow 

145 

69 

5 

89 

115 

cw 

2,882 

Homed Lark 

110 

78 

76 

13 

142 

50 

4,094 

Black-capped Chickadee 

236 

43 

3 

332 

121 

5 

1,123 

Tufted Titmouse 




34 



51 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

55 

2 

7 

4 


3 

91 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

120 

27 

5 

205 

73 


605 

Pygmy Nuthatch 






cw 

6 

Brown-headed Nuthatch 

2 






2 

Brown Creeper 

43 

7 

7 

13 

3 


103 

Carolina Wren 

6 



6 



12 

Winter Wren 

4 



3 



11 

Marsh Wren 



1 



1 

5 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

83 

6 

15 

12 

10 

1 

143 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 



1 

2 



3 

Eastern Bluebird 

71 

5 


175 

51 


509 

Mountain Bluebird 







11 

Townsend's Solitaire 



2 



18 

74 

Hermit Thrush 



cw 

9 



11 

American Robin 

613 

267 

3,697 

1,533 

340 

377 

14,865 

Northern Mockingbird 

1 






3 

Brown Thrasher 







1 

European Starling 

3,265 

4,311 

3,091 

5,007 

830 

3,647 

28,741 

Bohemian Waxwing 







4 

Cedar Waxwing 

34 

14 

154 

130 

35 

28 

784 

Lapland Longspur 

cw 

7 


131 

38 


1,116 

Snow Bunting 

3 






62 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

9 

1 

2 

2 



42 

Spotted Towhee 

2 



1 

1 


5 

Eastern Towhee 

1 






2 

American Tree Sparrow 

549 

408 

56 

1,179 

503 

11 

4,582 

Clay-colored Sparrow 




2 



2 

Field Sparrow 

5 






5 
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Ames 

Beaver Valley 

CL 

3 

o 

e 

03 

03 

O 

Crawford 

DeSoto-Boyer 

Grand Island 

Harrison 

Lake McConaughy 

Fox Sparrow 





1 



1 

Song Sparrow 

5 




13 



14 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 









Swamp Sparrow 









White-throated Sparrow 

cw 




4 




Harris's Sparrow 

4 


13 


44 



3 

White-crowned Sparrow 





1 



33 

Sparrow sp. 









Dark-eyed Junco 

589 

38 

212 

19 

986 

284 

28 

1,016 

Slate-colored 

589 



5 



4 


Oregon 




1 



1 


Gray-headed 









Pink-sided 




2 



1 


unspecified subspecies 


38 

212 

11 

986 

284 

22 

1,016 

Northern Cardinal 

45 


4 


186 

49 


42 

Red-winged Blackbird 

80 

1 




36 


285 

Western Meadowlark 



1 



80 


55 

Meadowlark sp. 

69 




22 



110 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

1 








Rusty Blackbird 

1 







6 

Brewer's Blackbird 






6 


2 

Common Grackle 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 


28 

Great-tailed Grackle 






365 



Brown-headed Cowbird 






5 


3 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 









Purple Finch 



1 


10 



2 

House Finch 

7 

27 

80 

3 

13 

95 

4 

234 

Red Crossbill 




8 



7 


Pine Siskin 



3 

62 




96 

American Goldfinch 

86 

13 

285 

41 

105 

71 

7 

325 

House Sparrow 

237 

39 

71 

40 

353 

281 

46 

582 










TOTAL SPECIES 

60 

26 

63 

37 

65 

61 

24 

109 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

19,512 

1,010 

25,480 

1,259 

16,478 

29,602 

423 

20,339 
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Lincoln 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Omaha 

Ponca S. P, 

Scottsbluff 

Total 

Fox Sparrow 

2 




1 


5 

Song Sparrow 

21 


4 

34 


6 

97 

Lincoln's Sparrow 




2 



2 

Swamp Sparrow 




6 



6 

White-throated Sparrow 

29 



7 



40 

Harris's Sparrow 

57 

12 

7 

74 

3 

1 

218 

White-crowned Sparrow 





2 

112 

148 

Sparrow sp. 

39 






39 

Dark-eyed Junco 

1,024 

237 

154 

991 

458 

333 

6,369 

Slate-colored 

362 

234 

139 

991 

457 

119 

2,900 

Oregon 

28 

3 

13 


1 

30 

77 

Gray-headed 






1 

1 

Pink-sided 



2 



10 

15 

unspecified subspecies 

634 





173 

3,376 

Northern Cardinal 

253 

44 

13 

244 

32 

1 

913 

Red-winged Blackbird 


17 

510 

6 

810 

946 

2,691 

Western Meadowlark 


80 

6 




222 

Meadowlark sp. 

39 



8 

18 

3 

269 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 







1 

Rusty Blackbird 







7 

Brewers Blackbird 




cw 



8 

Common Grackle 




cw 


2 

36 

Great-tailed Grackle 




cw 



365 

Brown-headed Cowbird 


2 


2 

1 


13 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 






10 

10 

Purple Finch 

23 



4 

1 

1 

42 

House Finch 

263 

50 

51 

21 

46 

120 

1,014 

Red Crossbill 

1 





3 

19 

Pine Siskin 

109 

1 

14 

4 

2 

44 

335 

American Goldfinch 

372 

79 

124 

165 

88 

142 

1,903 

House Sparrow 

522 

410 

35 

267 

355 

251 

3,489 









TOTAL SPECIES 

77 

55 

75 

78 

54 

57 

149 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 

23,394 

9,749 

29,404 

26,591 

6,171 

24,191 

233,603 
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2010-11 CBC Participants 

Ames Jamie Eades, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, 
Clem Klaphake, Dan Leger, Wayne Mollhoff, Greg Nelson, Don Paseka (compiler), 
Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Jerry Toll (13) 

Beaver Valley Belle Esau, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler) (3) 

Calamus-Loup Mark A. Brogie, Kathi Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt 
(compiler), Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (8) 

Crawford Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (2) 

DeSoto-Boyer Elliott Bedows, Ruth Bentzinger, Laurine Blankenau, Matt Boren, 
John Carlini, Suzanne Gucciardo, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, 
Sue Mattix, Veronica Mecko, Jim Meyer, Greg Nelson, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, 
Sandy Reinken, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Shari Schwarz, Jerry Toll, Steve Van 
Riper (21) 

Grand Island Gordy Backer, Tony Curtis, Dan Glomski, Blake Hatfield, Bob 
Hausmann, Michele Kock, Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Ray Kusak, Connie McCartney 
(compiler), Jim Meyer, Steve Morris, Vicki Orr, Patricia Smith (14 + 4 feeder 
watchers) 

Harrison Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (2) 

Lake McConaughy Mary Bomberger Brown, Stephen Dinsmore (compiler), Keith 
Dyche, Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Robin Harding, Alice Heckman, Bill 
Huntley, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Rodger Knaggs, Kay Niyo, Lanny 
Randolph, Neal Ratzlaff, A1 Reyer, Mary Sue Shoemaker, Ross Silcock (17 + 14 
feeder watchers) 

Lincoln Colleen Babcock, Elaine Bachel, Bob Boyce, Molly Boyd, Linda R. 
Brown (compiler), Mary Bomberger Brown, Deb Davidson, Barbara J. DiBemard, 
Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Joe Gubanyi, Sue Guild, Mathew Hansen, Robin 
Harding, Julie Huddle, Paul Johnsgard, Allison Johnson, Michelle Johnson, Joel 
Jorgensen, Kristin Kasparek, Tim Knott, Thomas E. Labedz, Daniel Leger, Dwain 
Leonhardt, James Lionberger, Ruth Lionberger, Bruce Mellberg, Linda Plock, Kevin 
Poague, Kathy Putensen, John Quinn, Lanny Randolph, Ken Reitan, Jessica Ripke, 
Jules Russ, John Sens, Ruth Steams, April Stevenson, Ned Stringham, Chris 
Thody, Moni Usasz, Carol Wagener (42) 

Norfolk Ben Brogie, Ed Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, David Heidt, 
Justin Rink, Duane Wolff (compiler) (7) 

North Platte Scott Allison, Tim Hajda, Roger Lawson, Jim Petersen, Marcia 
Petersen, Mary Sue Shoemaker, Mark Urwiller, Matthew Walker, T.J. Walker 
(compiler) (9) 
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Omaha Elliott Bedows, Phyllis Behring, Ruth Bentzinger, John Duresky, Kiystal 
Fahrenkrog, Nelli Falzgraf, Betty Grenon (compiler), Nancy Hawekotte, Anne 
Flubbard, Rie Iriyama, Ingrid Johnson, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy 
Kovanda, Steve Lamphere, Terry Lassek, Urban Lehner, Amy Leising, Sue Mattix, 
Greg Nelson, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Sandy 
Reinken, Neal Ratzlaff, Kevin Reagan, Rebecca Reagan, A1 Reyer, Jean Richter, 
Gary Roberts, Mary Jo Rome, Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Eric 
Scholar, Justin Stolen, Phil Swanson, Jerry Toll, Charlotte Weidner, Fred 
Zeillimaker, Melly Zeillimaker (42) 

Ponca S. P. Verne Cummings, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Tucker Lutter, 
Jeny Probst, Paul Roisen, Jerry VonEhwegen, Jennifer Wolff, Tyler Wulf (9) 

Scottsbluff Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, Luke 
Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Charlotte Herrell, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Ruben 
Siegfried (9) 


A Late-season Breeding Record for the Summer Tanager in Nebraska 


Eric C. Hopps 
988 11th Street, Suite B 
Syracuse, Nebraska 68446 
eric.hopps@ne.usda.gov 


The breeding range of the Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra ) is well 
documented and expands across the southern U.S. extending northward to New 
Jersey and west along and south of the Great Lakes to the eastern edge of the Great 
Plains (Terres 1991; Robinson 1996). In Nebraska the species is generally confined 
to the Lower Missouri and Platte River Valleys where it occurs locally (Sharpe et al. 
2001). Because the species exists in relatively low numbers across southeastern 
Nebraska, there are few breeding and nesting records for the state. Fewer than 10 
breeding records, including one historical account have been described for Nebraska 
(Ducey 1988, Mollhoff 2001, Sharpe et al 2001, Mollhoff 2004). Due to the 
limited number of documented reports, our understanding of the breeding 
distribution and nesting ecology of the Summer Tanager in Nebraska is incomplete. 
Here I describe a late-season breeding effort by the Summer Tanager in southeastern 
Nebraska and provide comments on nesting behavior. 

On 11 June. 2010 a singing male Summer Tanager was observed along the 
Missouri River Valley in Nemaha County, Nebraska, just north of the town of 
Brownville and within a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) easement study site. 
This sighting was the first and only for this species within the study area until early 
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August, despite 7 site surveys conducted in the interim. On 3 August a female 
Summer Tanager was observed in the initial stages of nest building. The female was 
repeatedly observed carrying nesting material to a distal branch of an American 
basswood {Tilia americana ) approximately 9 meters above ground. A male was 
present and remained nearby in the upland forest area, often singing but providing no 
assistance to the female. On 5 August the site was again visited, but flood waters 
from the Missouri River had inundated the area beneath the nest tree preventing close 
inspection of the nest site. However, the nest tree was observed for approximately 
two hours without seeing any tanager activity. Flood waters did not recede until 11 
August, at which time the male and female were again sighted but remained 
separated. At one point the male was observed feeding a nearly full-grown fledgling 
while the female was away. The male was quite vocal with the tanagers' 
characteristic call note, as was the female, who would respond from across a small 
backwater slough. When the female returned, the male, female and fledgling all flew 
into the upland forest where I lost sight of them. This observation seemed to be in 
clear conflict with my prior assumptions about the status of the nesting attempt. I 
had anticipated finding a fully constructed nest with the female somewhere in the 
egg-laying or incubation phase. On this date I could not see a constructed nest 
where I had observed the nest-building activity on 3 August. 

Trying to resolve exactly what had transpired, I again returned to the site on 
13 Aug ust. Approaching the tree from the opposite direction, I immediately spotted 
the female sitting on the nest. The female flushed from the nest and stayed away 
approximately 10 minutes. When she returned she was obviously agitated by my 
presence and scolded me for some time before moving away from the nest site. On 
her second return the male was with the female and would frequently vocalize with 
characteristic call notes. With the male following, the female slowly made her way 
back to the nest tree. The male repeatedly vocalized until the female was once again 
on the nest at which time he ceased calling and flew back into the upland forest. 
This behavior is consistent with the male deliberately driving the female back to the 
nest if she is incubating, as described by Potter (1985). I monitored the nest site 
again on 20 Aug ust and observed the female sitting on the nest and the male calling 
occasionally from the upland forest. On 25 Aug ust the female was again sitting on 
the nest but briefly left between 0812 - 0817 hours. I remained on site for 
approximately 2.5 hours surveying for other bird species but did not see the female 
again exit or enter the nest site. The male was observed momentarily chasing two 
other unidentified birds as well as aggressively preening on a dead branch near the 
nest tree for approximately 10 minutes. On 26 August the female was observed 
feeding young for the first time. She made several visits back and forth to the nest 
at 1025, 1039, 1044, 1110, and 1135 hours and would always vocalize prior to 
flying to the nest. The male was not observed assisting the female and was absent 
from the area, although he had been present the day before. On 27 Aug ust the 
female was observed feeding the young, making several visits at 0739, 0749 and 
0759 hours. The female continued to periodically feed the young during the three 
hours the site was surveyed. The only time the female did not vocalize was when 
she flew directly to the nest and brooded the young. The male was not observed. 
On 30 August the female fed the young, making several visits at 0705, 0708, 0714, 
0729, 0732 and 0738 hours. At least two young were visible in the nest. The male 
was not observed. On 31 August the female was observed feeding the young 
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between 0700 and 0930 hours. The male was again not observed. By 1 September 
the nestlings had fledged. The female was observed feeding at least one fledgling 
approximately 50 meters uphill from the nest site in the forested bluff. When 
discovered, the fledgling was on the ground but was observed to flutter high enough 
to perch in a small understory sapling approximately 1.5 meters above ground. On 
2 September the female was heard eliciting call notes approximately 300 meters 
south of the nest site and approximately 50 meters uphill from the base of the bluff, 
possibly communicating with the fledglings. The female was last heard on the 
study site on 10 September calling from the forest understory but I was unable to 
visually confirm activity. 

There are inconsistencies regarding the period between hatching date and 
nest fledging reported in the literature. Terres (1991) states that age of nest departure 
“not reported”, Bent (1958) reports a 12 day interval and Alsop III (2001) describes 
the period as 13 - 14 days. Direct nest surveillance by Potter (1985) provides a nest 
departure date of 9 days and Fitch and Fitch (1955) report fledging by young 
tanagers as early as 7 days. Presuming my notes on a possible hatch date of August 
25 are correct, the tanagers may have left the nest at 7 days of age. It should be 
noted however, that without direct inspection of the nest contents, confirmation of 
the exact hatch date was not possible. Based on my observations it appears that 2 
young were fledged from the nest. 

The observations provide compelling evidence for a record of double- 
brooded behavior by a Summer Tanager pair. This is based on the following 
synopsis. No tanagers other than the single pair observed were found on the study 
site or in the general vicinity, thus all observations are believed to be linked to a 
single breeding pair. The seasonality of this late nesting effort also suggests a 
second brood attempt or at the very least a renesting effort following a failed nest. 
Observation of the male feeding a nearly full grown fledgling prior to the August 
nesting period provides evidence on its own merit. Coincidentally, Mengel (1965) 
reported a similar scenario resulting in his suggestion of a possible double-brood 
effort in Kentucky. Rosenberg et al. (1991) found double-brood behavior to be 
common in Summer Tanager populations along the Lower Colorado River Valley. 
Summer Tanagers are thought to be monogamous during the breeding season and the 
likelihood that the feeding of young was a result of a previous pairing with a 
different mate is limited. 

Based on a review of available literature, this may be the latest seasonal 
nesting effort by Summer Tanagers documented for North America. Corman and 
Wise-Gervais (2005) cite an observation of a fledged young being fed on 11 
September in Arizona but no indication of possible age. Fitch and Fitch (1955) 
stated Summer Tanagers may attend young in excess of 3 weeks following nest 
departure. Thus the potential nest fledging date for the Arizona observation could be 
as early as 20 August. 

Finally, given the males attendance throughout the incubation period, his 
sudden disappearance prior to the nest hatching date is inexplicable. Whether this 
event was related to direct or indirect mortality, or issues regarding physiology or 
individual behavioral traits cannot be answered. Interestingly, a field report in the 
Arkansas Audubon Society database by Janine Perlman, describes a nest fledging 
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without the assistance of the male for the previous 2 weeks. Feeding of the female 
by male Summer Tanagers during incubation has been reported by Potter (1985) 
however, this behavior was not seen by the pair under observation. 
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Book Review 

Wild Birding Colorado: The Big Year of 2010 by Cole Wild 
in collaboration with Nick Komar 

by Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 

Nebraska birders might remember seeing reports posted to NEBirds a few 
years back by Cole Wild, a native Coloradan whose mother's family is from 
Nebraska. Cole took up birding at age 19, spurred by an earlier high school 
environmental science class that required identification of 100 species of birds. As 
with many of us, a brightly-plumaged bird, in this case a Western Tanager, resulted 
in “the birdwatching gene” in Cole suddenly being “switched to the ON position”. 
Soon after. Cole went on a “what the heck, I'll try it” field trip to see a Kelp Gull at 
Loveland Reservoir in November 2003, even though he had little idea what a Kelp 
Gull was and didn't know any Colorado birders. Several of Colorado's top birders 
were on the field trip, and later that day asked Cole to join them for additional 
birding, with the result that Cole was hooked. 

After a few years of being mentored by other top Colorado birders, Cole felt 
that by 2010 he was up to a Colorado Big Year and an attempt to break the record of 
391 set by Andrew Spencer. His decision was helped by his rather boring job as a 
lab technician and the difficulty of finding a girlfriend interested in birds, a familiar 
complaint among young male birders! This book is Cole's account of his 2010 Big 
Year, which turned out to be a great success, with 412 species counted. 

As an aficionado of twitching books (The Big Year by Mark Obmascik, 
The Big Twitch by Sean Dooley, The Biggest Twitch by Alan Davies and Ruth 
Miller), I was happy to review Cole’s book at the request of collaborator Nick 
Komar. The PDF file I was sent consisted of 146 pages, which I read at one sitting. 
For me, it was an exciting page-turner, but then I'm hooked on birding, too! The 
book is a month-by-month description of Cole's birding trips throughout Colorado, 
a vast and varied birder's paradise. Of course, a book like this can be read as I did in 
one sitting, when one becomes engrossed in the chase, but at times I sat back when 
the competitiveness of birding popped up in my mind and I questioned a few of 
Cole's sightings. My Records Committee experiences might have come into play 
here, too. In the end, of course. Cole broke the old record by 21 species and the 
magical 400 mark by 12, several species more than the few questionable sightings I 
noticed. 


As with other twitching books, the vicarious fun to be had is hard to resist, 
and I recommend the book for this reason to other birders and especially to those 
from neighboring states like Nebraska who might be interested in Colorado birding. 

The book (ISBN 9781432771034) is available from Outskirtspress.com, 
Amazon.com, and Expresso Book machines, and retails for $19.95. 
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The Stokes Field Guide to the Birds of North America 
by Donald and Lillian Stokes 

Reviewed by Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

Don and Lillian Stokes are well known for their nature guides that cover a 
variety of subjects, from hummingbirds and beginner shorebird identification to 
reptiles and amphibians. Their original pair of Stokes Field Guide to Birds: Eastern 
Region and Western Region have remained popular among North American birders 
since their appearance in 1995. They were illustrated with photographs instead of 
the traditional paintings used in most field guides. The authors' latest book. The 
Stokes Guide to Birds of North America is essentially an entirely new and much- 
improved version of these two guides. Instead of being split into two books, this 
new guide covers all of North America in one volume. 

Size Considering the scope and the fact that all 815 pages are glossy and 
photo-filled, it's understandably quite large and heavy. It isn't the type of guide that 
you'd want to lug around with you owing to this factor. 

Layout Birds are organized taxonomically and are in a column format. 
Most of the 854 species included are given a full page or two to themselves, though 
many are given half-pages; however, none feel particularly under-illustrated. The 
pages are thoughtfully organized, with all photos placed at the top of the page in a 
visually-pleasing “block” and the text in one section at the bottom of the page. The 
very small range maps are placed at the bottom of the page for easy reference. 

Illustrations The highlight of this guide is the sheer abundance of good 
quality photos. More than 3,400 are included, which far surpasses any other 
available photo guide. Most are comfortably large and the overall quality of the 
photos is superb. In my opinion, this factor alone places it far ahead of all other 
available photo guides. It's a visual feast if you like looking at bird photos, though 
it’s debatable whether or not the photos are superior to a good illustration-based field 
guide. 

Text The text is thorough, with descriptions of shape, most plumages, 
flight, habitat, subspecies, and hybrids. The common name, scientific name, body 
length, and ABA Code are also included. Unfortunately I find the writing style dry 
and boring. It's heavy on the adjectives and abbreviations. But as I mentioned 
before, a list of subspecies and hybrids that occur or have occurred in North America 
is included, which is something valuable that you rarely see in a field guide. 

Photos or Paintings? It's often debated whether photographs or 
illustrations make a better field guide. I prefer an illustration-based guide over a 
photo guide, but I'm not against photo guides and I definitely don't like all painting- 
based guides. Birds are infinitely variable, and I feel that a painting by a highly- 
skilled artist can better convey what a bird looks like “on average” than a photograph 
can. In the end, it’s whatever works best for you, and don't limit yourself to just 
one field guide. Better yet, get out into the field where you can learn the birds the 
best way: with hours of observation and note-taking. 

Conclusion All in all I think that The Stokes Guide to Birds of North 
America is a beautiful, well-organized photo guide that is superior to its photo guide 
competitors. I don't think that it has outdone the best illustration-based guides, but 
it would make a nice addition to a birder's library as a desk reference. 
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Red-headed Woodpecker, Prairie Loft 
Center west of Hastings, Adams Co., 
2 Aug 2009. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 


Whimbrel, Moger WPA, Clay Co., 12 May 
2011. Photo by Paul Dunbar. 




Immature male Northern Cardinal 
undergoing first pre-basic molt, Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 24 July 2010. 

Photo by Keith Lacy. 



Atypical Ring-necked Pheasants between Sargent and Taylor, Custer Co., 17 Oct 2010. 
Photo by Bob Gerten. (Multiple subspecies exist in the wild along with the occasional 
captive-bred Ring-necked Pheasant.) 
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First Nebraska Brown-headed 
Nuthatch (found by Larry Einemann, 
8 Nov 2010), Holmes Lake, Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co. Photo taken 13 Nov 
2010 by Phil Swanson. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
on nest, Hormel Park, Fremont, 
Dodge Co., 5 June 2011. Nest 
found by Gary Roberts and 
photographed by Ken Shuster. 



Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Scottsbluff, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 30 Dec 2010. 

Photo by Susan Ropp (taken in 
blizzard) and submitted by Ann Duey. 




Palm Warbler, Fontenelle 
Forest, Bellevue, 
Sarpy Co., 3 May 2011. 
Photo by Phil Swanson. 
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Hybrid Black-headed/Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Bellevue, Sarpy Co., 2 May 2011. Photos by 
Babs Padelford. This bird exhibits traits of both species: the ochre flanks, rump and collar of 
a Black-headed with the pink wedge on the breast, white on the belly, and extensive black on 
the head, throat and chin of a Rose-breasted. Hybrids can show a range of traits between two 
species, depending on genetics and the generation of the individual bird. 



Scissor-tailed Flycatcher on nest and on 
wire, west side of Country Club Lane, 
north of 24th St., Kearney, Buffalo Co., 
30 June 2010. Photos by William Flack. 
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Plegadis sp. Ibis, near Gavins 
Point Dam, Cedar Co., 2 Dec 2010. 
Photo by Karla Zeutenhorst. 


Cooper’s Hawk in the photographer’s 
yard, Omaha, Douglas Co., 15 Dec 
2010. Photo by Eric Scholar. 



Black-crowned Night-Heron in drainage 
ditch near beef packing plant. Grand Island, 
Hall Co., on the Grand Island Christmas Bird 
Count, 18 Dec 2010. Photo by Steve Morris. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March 2011 to May 2011 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

There was a nice mix of interesting phenomena this spring, notably a big influx 
of migrant warblers. Species that are normally uncommon were reported in good 
numbers, 30 or more each: Chestnut-sided, Magnolia, Blackburnian, Palm, and 
Northern Waterthrush, and species that normally occur in very low numbers 
approached double digits: Blue-winged, Golden-winged, Cape May, and Bay- 
breasted. Southeastern species continue to expand in se. Nebraska, notably Cerulean 
and Kentucky Warblers and Summer Tanager. A few rarities showed up, most 
spectacular an altemate-plumaged female Red Phalarope, the first such record for 
Nebraska, which was captured on video by Nebraska Non-Game TV. Other rarities 
included Brant, Red-throated Loon, Common Crane, Laughing Gull, and Great 
Black-backed Gull. There were some interesting comments on Tufted Titmouse in 
Lancaster County related to a previously unnoticed decline in numbers and its virtual 
absence. Biggest surprise was probably a Hooded Crane in Hall County; evidence 
suggests it was not a wild bird, but the Records Committee will deliberate the 
question. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
Cem: Cemetery 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 

Harvard Marsh: Harvard WPA, Clay Co 

HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos 

Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders and Lancaster Cos 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LPB: LaPIatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, a wetland complex in several counties in southcentral and 
southeast Nebraska 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
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SP: State Park 

WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, s. Sioux Co 

OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AJ: Ann Johnson, Norwalk, IA 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

B&KG: Bob and Kathi Gerten, Burwell 

BF: Bill Fink, San Francisco, CA 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BW: Ben Wheeler, Ord 

CC: Chuck Cooper, Grand Island 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CWH: Bill Huntley, Ogallala 

D&CN: Don and Colleen Noecker, Albion 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 

DG: Diane Gilles, Scottsbluff 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DM: David Martin, Slingerlands, NY 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EB: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln 

EBr: Ed Brogie, Laurel 

ES: Eric Stoiber, Bellevue 

ET: Edward Tickle, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

J&SK: Jim and Sandy Ko vanda, Omaha 

JAG: Joseph A. Gyrzbowski, Norman, OK 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGH: Jeny G. Ham, Wahoo 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JJe: Jim Jenniges, Kearney 

JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Grand Island 

JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont; 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JW: Jake Walker, Lincoln 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KC: Kathy Cohen, Beatrice 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue 
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KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KN: Kay Niyo, Golden, CO 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LB1: Laurine Blankenau, Omaha 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 

LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Oshkosh 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MBB: Mary Bomberger Brown, Lincoln 

MW: Matt Walker, Brady 

NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside 

NH: Nancy Herhahn, Holdrege 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PH: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha 

R&SW: Ron and Susan Whitney, Lincoln 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Kearney 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Little Falls, NJ 

SJ: Steve Johnson, Scottsbluff 

SK: Sharon Kliewer, Stockham 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

SW: Scott Wessel, Wausa 

TB: Tim Barksdale, Choteau, MT 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City, IA 

TP: Theresa Pester, Walton 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 

WW: Walt Wehtje, Wood River 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: A good tally away from the e. RWB was the 
2000 in Cuming Co 11 Mar (JJ); 3 stragglers, at least one injured, were at 
Harvard Marsh 17 May (PD, BF). 
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Snow Goose: Some 500,000 were estimated present at HCR 9 Mar (JGJ), an 
impressive one-location count. The usual stragglers into May were reported; 
best count was the 8 at Harvard Marsh 17 May (PD, BF). 

Ross's Goose: Best counts among the Snows were 155 in Clay Co 16 Mar (LE) 
and 103 at Jack Sinn 13 Mar (LE). 

Brant: The 5 documented spring records are of the taxon Branta bemicla bemicla, 
the eastern North American breeder (taxonomy of Brants is in flux, though). 
Thus a B. b. nigricans at Hastings 4-6 Mar (PD) becomes the first spring record 
of this taxon, a western North American migrant, although there are 3 records 
for fall. 

Cackling Goose: Two in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ) were tardy. 

Canada Goose: First broods of goslings reported were the two in Sarpy Co 29 
Apr (ARy); earliest date on record is 10 Apr. 

Mute Swan: A pair was at Boys Town Lake, Douglas Co, 5 Mar (JR). Any 
information on provenance of any Mute Swans in Douglas Co is welcome; as 
yet breeding has not been reported. 

Trumpeter Swan: This species is rarely reported from Scotts Bluff Co; one was 
there 26 Mar (AK). A pair noted at a small playa pond between Colon and 
Cedar Bluffs 16 Apr (LE) was still present and seen mating on 11 May; no 
bands were seen (JGH). Successful nesting occurred at a small pond in Buffalo 
Co in 2009 and 2010 (the latter record was cited incorrectly as Hall County in 
the Summer 2010 Seasonal Report). It appears that Trumpeters are expanding 
their breeding range southward. 

Tundra Swan: This species is a rare migrant through Nebraska mostly in Mar and 
Nov. The two reports were of 4 in Cedar Co 13 Mar (MB) and 2 in Hall Co 14 
Mar (LF). 

Wood Duck: Three in Lancaster Co 3 Mar (LE) were rather early or might have 
wintered in the area. Best counts were 60 at FF 18 Mar (PS) and 34 in Cuming 
Co 24 Apr (LE). 

Gadwall: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Eurasian Wigeon: One at LPB 14 May (MB) provided the latest date by 12 days 
of the 30 spring records for Nebraska. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal: Earliest were about as expected, on 13 Mar in Sarpy Co 
(CNK) and the e. RWB (JGJ). An excellent count was the 1000 at Niobrara 16 
Apr (MB). 

Cinnamon Teal: Reports were widespread, more so than usual, beginning with 
early arrivals somewhat easterly at Harvard Marsh 16 Mar (LE) and in Antelope 
Co 19 Mar (fide MB). Another easterly bird was at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 
25-28 Apr (JC, SS, RSt, JR). In all, 24 were reported. 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Northern Pintail: The 40,000 at HCR 10 Mar (JGJ) was impressive; high spring 
counts are 73,000+. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Canvasback: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide migrant. 

Redhead: Tardy stragglers away from the breeding range were the 18 at Alma 
South SL 30 May (GWH). 

Ring-necked Duck: The 499 in Lancaster Co 15 Mar (LE) was a good count. 
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Greater Scaup: Reports were numerous 8 Mar (PD) through 24 Apr (JR), possibly 
as observers pay more attention to scaup flocks. A total of 95 was reported, 50 
of these at LO 23 Mar (TJW). Record high spring count is only 60. 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Bufflehead: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring 
migrant. 

Hooded Merganser: The second- and third-highest spring counts on record were 
73 in Lancaster Co 1 Mar (LE) and 68 in one flock in Cass Co 13 Mar (CNK). 

Common Merganser: An adult male on the Elkhom River near Norfolk 23 May 
(LE) was one of very few records after 20 May. Adult males are rare anytime in 
May. 

Red-breasted Merganser: This species is generally an uncommon spring 
migrant and is local in its preferred locations. For example, “hundreds” were at 
L Yankton, Cedar Co, 27 Mar (MB), but considered “exceptional” was the first 
spring record for the e. RWB, 2 in Clay Co 7 May (JGJ). 

Ruddy Duck: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Northern Bobwhite: Surprisingly, none were found during the period on a 
Dodge Co farm (D&JP). Noteworthy at the northerly location were 1-2 in n. 
Antelope Co 17 and 28 May (WF, MB). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported; this is a locally distributed resident of ne. 
NE and s. Sioux Co. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this locally common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Disappointingly, a lek in McPherson Co had only 6 birds, 
compared to the 50 there last year (TJW). The small but apparently increasing 
population in the s. Panhandle was represented by singles in Apr and May (JJ, 
JGJ). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: One was at the ne. edge of the Nebraska range at 
Buckskin WMA, Cedar Co, 3 Apr (BFH), where there is a small population. 
Reports continue to accumulate in the e. RWB, where 2 males were on a lek in 
Fillmore Co 2 Apr (JGJ). Another bird was seen at a different Fillmore Co 
location the same day (JGJ), and 5 were at Harvard Marsh 7 May (JGJ). 
Perhaps related to these observations of this species apparently adapting to 
mixed-habitat RWB sites was a single in a 15-acre pasture surrounded by row 
crops in s. Hall Co (JLL). Two leks were found in w. Franklin Co 31 Mar, 
where distribution is spotty (KS). Most surprising was the report of 2 in 
Cheyenne Co 12 Apr (JJ); this species is essentially absent from the s. 
Panhandle, although there is a healthy population in the southwest, extending 
into Colorado. 

Wild Turkey: Best count reported was the 265 in w. Sarpy Co 19 Mar (DSt). 
Highest counts are 300+. 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 4th documented NE record for spring, and by far 
the earliest was one in Cedar Co 26-27 Mar (BFH, RD photo, MB). 

Common Loon: More than usual, 19 were reported 24 Mar (L&BP) through 26 
May; the later sightings were of basic-plumaged birds, as expected (D&JP, ET, 
TG). 

Pied-billed Grebe: The 85 at BOL 8 Apr (LE) was a near-record count; high is 
100 . 

Homed Grebe: Like Common Loon, good numbers were reported: 40+ from 20 
Mar (JWH) through 18 Apr (TJW). 
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Red-necked Grebe: None were reported; this species is a rare spring migrant. 

Eared Grebe: One in Hall Co 16 Mar (LE) was rather early. 

Western Grebe: One in Platte Co 30 Mar (JGJ) was record early for the east by 11 
days. Another easterly bird was in Sarpy Co 12 May (NR). 

Clark’s Grebe: There were 5 reports of 6 birds, all westerly: one was at Lakeside 
22 Apr (AP), two at CLNWR 11 May (DM), one near Oshkosh on the North 
Platte River (DM), and 2 at LO 27 (JGJ) and 29 (L&BP) May. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Arrival was early, with one at BOL 3 Mar (JGJ) 
and probably the same bird there 9 Mar (LE). There were 6 at HCR 5 Mar (G& 
WH). Previously, other than occasional winter records, there had only been 4 
records earlier than 11 Mar, only 2 of which were for Feb (away from 
Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co). The 1729 at BOL 8 Apr (LE) was a good count. 

American White Pelican: The 1000 at HCR 21 Mar (TJW) was a good spring 
count; 54 arrived there rather early 9 Mar (JGJ). 

American Bittern: The 7 migrants reported were all in the east (m. ob.). 
Breeding may occur anywhere in the state, and so not unexpected were two 
courting at NLB 6 May (JC, SS), with reports of single birds there through 28 
May (JG). 

Least Bittern: Despite some good habitat in the east, there was only one report, 
that in an unexpected location, Antelope Co, 28 May, the veteran observer’s 
first for that county (MB). 

Great Blue Heron: Rookeries were occupied in late Mar; 4 rookeries statewide 
had birds at nests 22-23 Mar (RSt, TJW, WM). Largest rookery was in n. Cass 
Co, with 94 nests 28 Mar (CNK). 

Great Egret: Arrival was early: 2 were as far n. as Cedar Co by 17 Mar (JJ) and 
one was in Lincoln 21 Mar (LE). The 28 in se. Otoe Co 22 May (LF) was an 
excellent tally; such spring flocks may actually be post-breeding dispersers from 
Gulf Coast colonies. 

Snowy Egret: Arrival was early with this species also, with 4 arriving earlier than 
previous earliest dates: singles were in Lincoln 6 Apr (R&SW) and NLB 8 Apr 
(JGJ), and two were at BOL 8 Apr (LE). More than usual, 21 passed through 
statewide through 30 May (L&BP, m. ob.). 

Little Blue Heron: The only reports of this rare spring migrant were of singles in 
Lancaster Co 7 May (LE) and 10 May (LE). 

Cattle Egret: Reports were widespread, but largest flocks were only in the 10-15 
range (m. ob.). 

Green Heron: Northerly and westerly were singles near Broken Bow 1 May (TH) 
and in Lincoln Co 29 May (TJW). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One heard and seen flying in Saunders Co 29 
Mar (PH) was rather early. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Two reports of single immatures at NLB 24 
Apr (JC, SS) and 27 May (LE) may have been the same bird; this is a rare 
spring visitor. 

Glossy Ibis: Multiple reports of this species continue, this spring involving 5-6 
birds. One to two were at Harvard Marsh with 30-40 White-faced Ibis 17-29 
Apr (PD). Singles were in Antelope Co 27 Apr (MB), at Kissinger WPA, Clay 
Co, 4 May (JGJ) and 17 May (PD, BF), and at Moger WPA, Clay Co, 7-11 
May (JGJ). Two birds in Clay Co 7 May were apparent hybrids (JGJ). 

White-faced Ibis: The 24 at North Platte 9 Apr (TJW) were rather early. 
Numbers continue to increase; excellent counts were 170 in the e. RWB 7 May 
(JGJ) and 150+ at North Platte 1 May (VC). 
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Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common statewide migrant. 

Osprey: Singles in Lincoln Co 25 Mar (KN, photo) and Webster Co 26 Mar (PD) 
were rather early. There were several encouraging, if unsuccessful, nest 
attempts. A pair building a nest on a power pole a mile west of Scottsbluff 15 
Apr was apparently electrocuted before 1 May (KD). The power company then 
built a platform and another pair was seen later using it (KD). One bird was on 
a nest platform west of Winters Creek L 15 May, but the nest was partially 
destroyed, probably by wind (KD). A pair was building a nest on a platform 
near Keystone 21 Apr-1 May (JGJ, JJe). The only other nesting for the state 
was in 2008 in Scotts Bluff Co. 

Mississippi Kite: Unexpected were reports away from Ogallala: one was in 
Saunders Co rather early 22 Apr (RSt), and 1-2 were in Norfolk 21-23 May 
(MB). 

Bald Eagle: Best counts were 160+ at Calamus Res 13 Mar (B&KG) and 144 at 
BOL 5 Mar (JGJ). These dates indicate peak migration, and are the second- and 
third-highest for spring. 

Northern Harrier: The 41 in the RWB 9 Mar (JGJ) was an excellent count. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: The 5 in the e. RWB 17 Apr (JGJ) was a high spring 
count. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Urban nesting was reported in Omaha at a regular site, Walnut 
Grove Park (L&BP), and in Lincoln at Holmes L (the nest was later abandoned) 
(LE) and WP (LE). 

Northern Goshawk: One in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Mar (SJ, DG photo, fide KD) 
was the only report of this rare migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of one in ne Douglas Co 2 Apr 
(JT). This continues to be a scarce species in Nebraska. 

Broad-winged Hawk: There were 24 reported, mostly in the east, 16 Apr (TH) 
through 21 May (MB, m. ob.), including westerly singles in Kearney 16 Apr 
(TH) and Hastings 18 May (PD). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Good numbers were reported statewide, including 300 in the 
e. RWB 21 Apr, 237 of these at a bum in Fillmore Co (JGJ). The 300 is by far 
the highest spring count on record: high counts from past years were also RWB 
counts. One in Hamilton Co 22 Mar (TEL) was rather early. 

Red-tailed Hawk: The 2 “Harlan’s” red-tails in Saunders Co 20 Apr (CNK) 
provided a new late date for this form in Nebraska. 

Ferruginous Hawk: The only easterly report was of an immature in Dakota Co 
30 Apr (BFH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common migrant. 

Golden Eagle: An immature in Sarpy Co 21 Mar (RW) was the only easterly 
report; such sightings are rare. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common migrant. 

Merlin: Reports were routine for this uncommon migrant. 

Peregrine Falcon: The pair at the Capitol Building in Lincoln was seen 
copulating 26 Mar (SS), and had 3 eggs 21 Apr (JGJ). A nest box in Topeka, 
Kansas, was occupied this spring by a pair of Capitol Building products, the 
first recorded away from Lincoln (JGJ). The pair consisted of a male, Boreas, 
fledged in 2007, and a female, Nemaha, fledged in 2009 (JGJ). 

Prairie Falcon: Easterly, where rare, were singles at BOL 1 Mar (LE), in Pawnee 
Co 6 Mar (RSt), and in Adams Co 26 Mar (RS). 

Virginia Rail: One took up residence at WSR as early as 30 Mar and has been 
heard occasionally since (HKH); it may have overwintered. One in Lincoln Co 
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9 Apr (TJW) was rather early if a migrant, although wintering is not unexpected 
in the North Platte Valley. 

Sora: Several were reported, with all reports in May from NLB (CNK, JG, ES, JC, 
SS), where the species probably breeds. 

Common Gallinule: No fewer than 3 of this casual species were reported, a 
reflection of good water conditions. Singles were at Carter L, Douglas Co, 22 
Apr (CNK), at Whitehead Saline Wetlands, Lincoln, 25-26 Apr (LE, RSt, DL, 
JGJ), and at LPB 18 May (BF). 

American Coot: Reports were routine for this abundant migrant. 

Sandhill Crane: Numbers continue to be good west of the cen. Platte Valley; 
“thousands” were in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Mar (AK), 2000 were at Lewellen 17 
Mar(LJH), and 15,000 were in Lincoln Co 8 Apr (TJW). Easterly, where rare, 
5 were at Jack Sinn 3 Apr (TG), 3 flew over SCP 3 Apr (KP), one was in 
Cuming Co 24 Apr (JJ), and one flew over Colfax Co 21 May (D&JP), 
Reports from known breeding locations were positive; a pair returned to Kiowa 
WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 9 Apr for its third year (KD), and the pair at Facus 
Springs, Morrill Co, had at least one chick 5 May (KD). 

Common Crane: The only report of this species was of one photographed at 
Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 25 Mar (fide KS). Although there are only 14 
records in all, at least one has appeared each year since and including 2007. 
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Hooded Crane, Hall County, Nebraska, April 8, 2011. Photo by Mark Urwiller. 


Hooded Crane: An obliging Hooded Crane chose to forage in fields next to 1-80 
in Hall Co with Sandhill Cranes for 17 days, allowing many observers to see 
this unexpected visitor. It was found 25 Mar (WW, photo CC) and remained 
until 11 Apr (JLC, NP, EBr, m. ob.; photos). Its provenance will be debated 
by the NOU Records Committee, although it seems likely it was part of a 
group that escaped or was released from an Idaho Aviary in 2006; however, 
these 5 birds, all females obtained from the Bronx Zoo, were banded, whereas 
the Hall Co bird was not. Hooded Crane breeds in east Asia, near where 
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Common Cranes breed, and south of the nearest Sandhill Crane breeding 
locations in ne. Siberia. 

Whooping Crane: Reports were received from 27 Mar (VC) through 5 Apr (Nil, 
m, ob.). Large numbers were in the state 2-3 Apr, when 51-56 were present 
(Omaha World Herald ), including a group of 19 on the Middle Loup River 2 
Apr (BW photo; http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=013iKfBOAVw l. 

Black-bellied Plover: The 200 in the e. RWB 21 May (JGJ) was an excellent 
count; best is 588. 

American Golden-Plover: One photographed in s. Buffalo Co 12 Mar (JAG) 
was 2nd-earliest on record; another in Gage Co 22 Mar (LE) was rather early 
also. Best count was 380 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ); best count is 800. 



American Golden-Plover, Buffalo Co, 12 March 2011. Second-earliest record. 

Photo by Joseph A. Grzybowski. 

Snowy Plover: With no exposed sand at LM, reports were scattered and few, with 
only 5 reported: singles were at LNB 13 Apr (WF, details), Smith WPA, Clay 
Co, 11 May (JGJ), Hansen WPA, Clay Co, 11 May (JGJ), CLNWR 12 May 
(DM), and in Cedar Co in early May (JGr). 

Semipalmated Plover: The 159 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ) was a good count; 
best is 300, twice. 

Piping Plover: Best count was 10, at private sites along the Platte River 26 Apr 
(JGJ, MBB). At LO, 8 were at the boat launch parking lot 29 May (L&BP) 
and one, “looking confused”, was there 27 May (JGJ); the loss of sandy habitat 
at a very full LM was no doubt the reason these birds were there. A color- 
banded bird among 3 in the e. RWB 21 Apr (NR) was the first documented 
occurrence in the RWB of a bird banded on the Missouri River between GPD 
and Ponca SP (JGJ). (See photo in HBR Vol. 79 No. 1, p. 5.) 

Killdeer: Reports were routine for this common migrant. 

Mountain Plover: The only reports were, as expected, from s. Kimball Co, where 
5 were seen 12 Apr (JJ) and 3 on 31 May (L&BP). 
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Black-necked Stilt: Easterly reports are increasing; one arrived rather early at 
LPB 18 Apr (CNK) and stayed through 20 Apr (m. ob.), and 1-3 were near 
Beemer21-24 May (GR, JJ). There were several e. RWB reports beginning 29 
Apr (PD, JGJ); most were of singles, however. Two were in Wheeler Co 17 
May (RSt, EB). Best count was a near-record for spring of 14 at Lakeside 17 
May (TH, WM), and there were several other reports from the western half of 
the state, where the species is expected. 

American Avocet: One in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Mar (AK) was rather early. Best 
easterly count was 52 in Lancaster Co 30 Apr (R&SW). 

Spotted Sandpiper: The 21 at Holmes L, Lincoln, 30 Apr (LE) was a good 
count. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common migrant. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 9 Mar (JLL) were 
rather early. 

Willet: Reports were widespread, including in the east, where it is uncommon; best 
count was from the east, 44 at Oak L, Lincoln, 30 Apr (R&SW, photo). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Rather early was a single at L Zorinsky, Omaha, 12-13 Mar 
(JWH, JR). 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common migrant. 

Whimbrel: More than usual were reported, 13 birds in 5 reports 6-21 May (m. 
ob.). Five flew over Seward Co 14 May (PD), and 5 were in the e. RWB 21 
May (JGJ). Elsewhere, singles were in Clay Co 6 May (PD) and 12 May (PD), 
and at NLB 14 May (JG). 

Long-billed Curlew: Earliest reported was “Bailey”, the female whose 
transmitter is still working after two years. She left her wintering area in ne. 
Mexico 29 Mar and arrived in the w. Sandhills of Nebraska 1 Apr (JGJ). There 
were additional scattered westerly reports of 12 birds (m. ob.). 

Hudsonian Godwit: Best count was 277 in the e. RWB 7 May, third-highest on 
record, including 103 at Freeman Lakes WPA, York Co, (JGJ). All reports 
were from the e. half of the state, as expected. 

Marbled Godwit: One in Custer Co 8 Apr(BW) was rather early. Best counts 
were the 48 in Harlan Co 13 Apr (G&WH) and 19 in Knox Co 19 Apr (MB); 
high is 277. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Reports were about average, with 12 birds reported in the e. 
half of the state 7-21 May (JGJ, LE, BFH, D&JP, JGr). 

Sanderling: Reports were routine for this fairly common migrant. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: The 1750 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ) was an 
excellent total; high one-day tally is 3500. 

Western Sandpiper: Only two of this rare spring migrant were reported: singles 
in Clay Co 29 Apr (PD) and Lancaster Co 14 May (LE). 

Least Sandpiper: Third-earliest on record were 2 at L Zorinsky, Omaha, 13 Mar 
(JR). A record high spring count was the 950 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this abundant spring 
migrant. 

Baird's Sandpiper: The 8 in the e. RWB 13 Mar (JGJ) were rather early. The 
1300 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ) was third-highest on record; high is 6400. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Dunlin: Dunlin is generally a late spring migrant, with Apr records mostly in the 
last week of the month, and so 4 at NLB 2 Apr (RSt, EB) were 4th earliest on 
record. Best count was the 45 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ). 
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Stilt Sandpiper: One in basic plumage 12 May in Clay Co (PD) was unexpected; 
such birds may be one-year-olds that usually remain on the wintering areas 
rather than migrate. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The reports were in the period 7-21 May from the 
narrow e.-cen. migration corridor; best count was a moderate 180 on 10 May 
(JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Apr records are rare; earliest documented records are 
20, 25, and 26 Apr. There were 2 such reports this spring: 3 at NLB 24 Apr 
(JC, SS; details) and 5 in se. Washington Co 29 Apr (JT). Elsewhere, 
sightings were as expected, 32 birds 7 May (JGJ) through 21 May (JGJ), all 
from the east except for one in Morrill Co 15 May (KD). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: One in the e. RWB 13 Mar (JGJ) was third-earliest on 
record. The 2100 in the e. RWB 7 May (JGJ) was an excellent count; high is 
4750. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Winnowing was first heard 20 Mar in Antelope Co (MB), likely 
a bird that wintered nearby; usually this territorial sound indicates onset of 
breeding, but this would be a very early date. Egg dates for Nebraska are in 
May-Jun. Winnowing was heard also at NLB 10-15 May (JGJ, JC, SS), where 
breeding likely occurs. 

American Woodcock: Reports were numerous for this species, with at least 26 
reported, earliest the 4 at BOL 11 Mar (JC, SS). Second-highest count on 
record was the 8 around the entrance to Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 15 
Mar (JR). Singles at Hastings 12 Mar (PD, photo) and near Gibbon 22 Mar 
(RW) were westerly. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Easterly, where rare, were singles at LPB 16 May 
(CNK) and Plainview SL 21-23 May (WF, KD, LE). 

Red Phalarope: Only Nebraska’s 3rd spring record, 17th overall, was an adult 
female in York Co 21 May (JGJ, video http://www.voutube.com/watch7w- 
fSShOObv674L 

Black-legged Kittiwake: Rarely reported in spring, and only the 3rd such 
record, a juvenile was at LM 27 Mar (PD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant. 

Laughing Gull: The only report of this rare migrant was of a first-year bird at LO 
27 May (JGJ). This is only the 5th documented spring record, 19th overall. 

Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant. 

Ring-billed Gull: Best count was an impressive 8000 at LM 27 Mar (PD), 
although high counts are 19,000+. 

California Gull: Recent years have seen scattered reports away from LM; the only 
report from there was of 2 on 27 Mar (AJ). Elsewhere an adult and a first-year 
bird were at Johnson L, Gosper/Dawson Cos, 13 Mar (JAG). HCR hosted an 
adult 13 Mar (JAG), a single on 15 Mar (G&WH), and 2 birds 24 Apr (G&WH, 
details), and a single was in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Mar (AK). 

Herring Gull: One at LO 27 May (JGJ) was rather late; this is a rare species in 
Jun. 

Thayer’s Gull: Apart from an apparent juvenile at HCR 26 Mar (PD), last 
reported were 3 adults and 4 juveniles at LM 23-29 Mar (PD, TJW, AJ). The 
count of 7 on 27 Mar (PD) ties the spring high count. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The now-expected small number of migrants 
passed through. An adult and a 2nd-year bird were at HCR 10 Mar (JGJ), and 
an adult (same bird?) was still there 23 Apr (KS), a rather late date. A first-year 
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bird was at GPD 27 Mar (MB) and another first-year was in Dakota Co 2 Apr 
(BFH). LM hosted 3 adults and a 2nd-year bird 27 Mar (PD), for a spring total 
of at least 8 birds. 

Glaucous Gull: None were reported; this species has become less numerous in 
recent years, perhaps as it has been able to winter farther northward. 

Great Black-backed Gull: The 2 juveniles at HCR 26 Mar (PD) were a surprise; 
one was still there 31 Mar (KS). This is the 6th documented spring record, 
26th overall. 

Least Tern: Likely migrants were singles reported from non-breeding areas at BOL 
15 May (LE) and Harvard Marsh 27 May (PD). The latter is only the 6th 
spring record from the RWB. 

Caspian Tem: None were reported; this is an uncommon spring migrant. 

Black Tem: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Common Tem: By far a record spring tally for this uncommon late spring 
migrant was the 32 at LO 27 May (JGJ); 2 were reported there 29 May (L&BP). 

Forster’s Tem: The 90 in Otoe Co 30 Apr (JGJ) was a good count; high is 228. 
Peak migration for this species is about a month earlier than Common Tem. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

White-winged Dove: Three were reported, as this species edges toward being of 
regular occurrence in the state. Singles were in Ogallala 1-3 May (fide CWH), 
near Broken Bow 18 May (TH), and in Knox Co 21 May (TJW, MW). 

Mourning Dove: One in Scotts Bluff Co 18 Mar (KD) was early for the west. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine for this late-arriving fairly 
common spring migrant. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Encouraging were the 4 reports of 6 birds: one was rather 
early in Omaha 7 May (LB1), 3 were at FF 13 May (LE), and singles were in 
Dakota Co 21 May (BFH) and Cuming Co 21 May (GR). 

Bam Owl: One arrived rather early in Scotts Bluff Co 15 Mar (AK), and one had 
returned to the nest site near Winnetoon by 19 Apr (MB). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Young appeared in a nest hole in the observer’s sw. Dixon 
Co yard 25 May and fledged 2 days later (JJ). 

Great Homed Owl: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Burrowing Owl: Two had returned to a nest site at WSR by 2 Apr(HKH), and 
two colonies in the e. RWB continue: 5 birds were at a small prairie-dog town 
near Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 7 May (JGJ), and 4 were at Clark Lagoon WPA, 
Kearney Co, 31 May (JGJ). 

Barred Owl: A pair had returned to its nest box in w. Douglas Co by 18 Mar; no 
eggs were present (DSt). An adult with 4 young was at WP 10 May (LE), and 
2 fledglings were seen at FF 15 May (JR). 

Long-eared Owl: One in Johnson Co 6 Mar (RSt) was probably a winter visitor, 
as was one near Stockham 9 Apr (SK, photo). Mid- to late Apr sightings may 
be of potentially nesting birds, although one in a plum thicket in Sarpy Co 29 
Apr (ARy) was in unlikely nesting habitat. 

Short-eared Owl: This species is nomadic rather than migratory; the 6 reports of 
single birds were scattered statewide through the period (MB, WF, LJH, KD). 

Common Nighthawk: One in Boone Co 1 May (D&CN) was rather early for the 
location. 

Common Poorwill: One heard in Lincoln Co 12 Apr (LD) was earliest ever by 
10 days. This species is a common summer resident of the cedar canyons in 
Lincoln Co. 
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Chuck-will’s-widow: Two were rather early at ICSP 29 Apr (JR), where a small 
population is located. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: Earliest reported were 4 at ICSP 29 Apr (JR); earliest 
dates are in mid-Apr. 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
summer resident. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: The hummingbird arrival stakes were led by one 
in Bellevue 1 May (KCR). Singles in neighboring Lincoln Co yards 10 and 11 
May (VC) were at the w. edge of expected spring migrants, albeit rare there. 

Belted Kingfisher: This species is the king of “routine reports”; it occurs 
statewide, mostly year-round, usually in single-digit numbers. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring 
migrant and summer resident. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: An immature in Custer Co 20 Mar (WF) was 
westerly, while 2 at FF 1 May (ARy) were on the late side. Most move 
through in Apr and there are few May dates. 

Downy Woodpecker: Intriguingly, perhaps suggestive of some migratoiy 
movement, a very rare yellow-naped Downy returned to the same Scotts Bluff 
Co site where it was seen last year in Feb (AD, photos). 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common migrant and summer 
resident. 

Pileated Woodpecker: An exciting discovery of a pair in either Thurston Co, 
NE, or Woodbury and Monona Cos, IA, in Apr (TL) documents the northward 
expansion of this species’ Missouri River Valley range. The most recent 
opinion is that the location of this pair’s nest site is just barely in IA (TL). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: As expected, most of the 7 reports were from the east, 
but 2 were at Oliver Res 30-31 May (L&BP, JGJ); this species is rare in the 
Panhandle. 

Western Wood-Pewee: Continuing at the e. end of the species’ Platte River 
Valley range for the 5th year was one near North Platte 22 May (TJW). One in 
Dakota Co 21 May was heard but not seen by a veteran observer (BFH). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common eastern migrant and 
summer resident. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The 3 reports were about as expected for this low- 
density migrant: singles in Antelope Co 21 May (KD), at WP 25 May (DL), 
and in sw. Dixon Co 30 May (JJ). 

Acadian Flycatcher: The 5 reports were from 2 locations only recently occupied 
by this species. At FF, single birds, possibly the same bird, were found 13 
May (LE) and 25 May (JC, SS), and 2 were present 26 May (JR, PS). WP had 
a single bird singing 24-26 May (DL, LE). 

Alder Flycatcher: Good numbers were detected passing through in the second 
half of May, the expected time window. Earliest were 3 at FF 12 May (JR). 

Willow Flycatcher: One in Otoe Co 3 May (LF) was a day later than the record 
early date. 

Least Flycatcher: Earliest reported was one rather early in se. Washington Co 29 
Apr (JT). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: two were reported in Sowbelly Canyon 15 May (RSt, 
EB). 




Vol. 79 No. 2 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


59 


Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Say's Phoebe: One as far e. as Washington Co 1 May (JT) was only the 6th 
record from se. NE. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Five at ICSP 30 Apr (JR) and one in Dundy Co 17 
May (TJW) were rather early at their locations; arrival is later in the west. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine for this Panhandle spring migrant and 
summer visitor. 

Western Kingbird: Earliest reported were noted 29 Apr at 4 locations statewide 
and were prominent in the east: 11 were at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 29 Apr 
(JT), and one in sw. Dixon Co 7 May beat Eastern Kingbird to the area (JJ). 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: There were reports from two locations, but no 
indication of nesting by the end of the period. One was at SCP 27 Apr (KP), 
and a lone bird appeared 4 May (LR, RH) in Kearney where nesting occurred 
last year, but at the end of the period was apparently still alone (WF, PH). 

Loggerhead Shrike: “Dozens” had arrived in the w. Sandhills by 22 Apr (AP). 
Early dates are somewhat unclear due to the presence of Northern Shrikes, but 
one in Antelope Co 17 Mar was considered unusually early by the veteran 
observer (MB). 

Northern Shrike: Last reported was in Cherry Co 19 Mar (B&KG), as expected. 

White-eyed Vireo: Following last year’s unexpected 3 reports were 2 this year. 
Singles were in Seward 11 May (JG) and at WP 21 May (JC, SS). 

Bell’s Vireo: One near Broken Bow 11 May (TH) was rather early for that 
location, as was one in Dundy Co 17 May (TJW). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: The 8 at FF 5 May (JT) and 6 at ICSP 30 Apr (JR) 
were excellent counts. 

Plumbeous Vireo: The good number of reports were all from the sw. Panhandle; 
at least 8 birds were reported 27-31 May (JGJ, L&BP). 

Blue-headed Vireo: All reports were from Merrick Co (D&JP) eastward (m. ob.); 
earliest were the 3 at ICSP 30 Apr (JR). 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Philadelphia Vireo: The 8 reports were more than usual; all were singles in the 
east, 11 May (CNK) through 26 May (LE, m. ob.). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this is an uncommon western resident. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Black-billed Magpie: Two in Lincoln Co 9 Apr (TJW) and 3 groups of 9-15 in 
Custer Co 20 Apr (TH) were in areas where sightings have been few recently. 
Easterly was one in Stanton Co 21 May (LE). 

American Crow: Like Black-billed Magpie, some parts ot the state have had few 
crows; 12 in Scotts Bluff Co 10 Mar were the “first for months” (AK). 

Homed Lark: It was pointed out (TJW) that by 15 Mar Homed Larks are on 
territories in pairs and that flocking birds at this time are likely to be Lapland 
Longspurs. 

Purple Martin: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 
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Tree Swallow: Arrival was rather early, with 3-4 at Wehrspami L, Sarpy Co, 20 
Mar (JR, JT) and 2 at HCR 21 Mar (TJW). “Hundreds” were at FF the next 
day (PS). 

Violet-green Swallow: None were reported; this is an uncommon spring 
migrant and summer resident in the Panhandle. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Two in Lincoln 3 Apr (LE) were rather 
early. 

Bank Swallow: Two in Lancaster Co 3 Apr (LE) were earliest on record by 3 
days. 

Cliff Swallow: Arrival in the east was much earlier this spring; 2 were at Jack 
Sinn 13 Apr (CNK), while 2 arrived in Scotts Bluff Co 6 May (AD). 

Bam Swallow: Two in Lancaster Co 3 Apr (LE) were rather early. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: One at WP 26 May was the active observer’s first there in 5 
years (LE), and another Lincoln resident has not seen titmice in Lancaster Co 
for the last few years (RE). Information from Gage Co notes that titmice were 
common at a long-time active feeder in Beatrice until a few years ago when they 
disappeared along with chickadees (KC). Thus it appears this species, which is 
at the edge of its range in Lancaster Co, was affected, along with chickadees, by 
West Nile Virus, and is just beginning to reappear. It was suggested (TEL) that 
the low numbers at best in Lancaster Co may have masked the decline and/or 
disappearance of titmice. The most recent observations, some a few years ago, 
have been in the winter (JC, SS); the 8 specimens in the University of Nebraska 
collection have fall and winter dates (TEL). Titmice were regular breeders in 
small numbers in Lancaster Co, at least prior to 2001 (Birds of Nebraska). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: There were several reports into late May, which is not 
unusual for this species, but out-of-range nesting is unexpected. Thus 
surprising was an apparently mated pair checking a woodpecker hole in an 
Omaha yard 7 May (RS). Also of interest were 2 in Lutheran Cem, Norfolk, 23 
May (LE). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common woodland 
resident. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common Ponderosa Pine 
resident. 

Brown Creeper: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor and 
locally distributed summer resident. 

Rock Wren: Only the 10th spring report from the east was of 2 at an Omaha feeder 
4-5 May (fide NR; photo). These easterly reports are in the period 11 Apr-20 
May. 

Carolina Wren: Reports away from the Missouri River Valley were few. One to 
two were singing in a Lincoln yard 18 Mar through at least 21 Apr (RE), and 
another was at WP 11 May (LE). Westerly, but at a known location, was one 
near Alma 21 May (G&WH, TJW). Adults with a fledgling were at FF 12 
May (JR) and 4, likely a family group, were there 15 May (L&BP). 

Bewick’s Wren: The only report of this rare casual species in NE was of one near 
the KS line in Gage Co 22 Mar (LE). This is the 18th spring report since 
1980, and earliest on record by 2 days. 

House Wren: One at FF 5 Apr (RS) was rather early; there are no confirmed Mar 
dates. Such Mar dates may be of misidentified Winter Wrens. Arrival in the 
west is about a week later on average; first reported there was 30 Apr at Brady 
(TJW). 
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Winter Wren: One at PRSP 3 May (JC, SS) was a bit tardy; latest dates are 
around 10 May. 

Sedge Wren: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant. 

Marsh Wren: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Bine-gray Gnatcatcher: Rather early nesting activity included a pair tending a 
nest at WP 1 May (TEL) and an active nest at FF 7 May (RS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring 
migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Rather late were one in the east at Bellevue 26 May 
(L&BP) and in the west 2 in Kimball Co 28 May (JGJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Mountain Bluebird: Migrants were on the move by mid-Mar, including 9 in 
Morrill Co 11 Mar (LJH), 7 at L Alice, Scotts Bluff Co, 12 Mar (AK), and one 
near North Platte 12 Mar (VC, photo). 

Townsend's Solitaire: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor to 
the west. 

Veery: There were 3 reports involving 4 birds, about a normal spring for this 
uncommon migrant. Two were at WP 14 May (JGJ), and singles were in Flail 
Co 14 May (SM) and Platte Co 21 May (D&JP). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: This was a good spring for this uncommon migrant, with 
14 reported from 30 Apr (LE) through 26 May (LE, m. ob.). All were in the 
east. 

Swainson's Thrush: Migration peaks later in the west, where an amazing 150 
were tallied 28 May in Kimball Co (JGJ); high count is 272 at FF 11 May 
2002. One at ADF 19 Apr (LF) was rather early. 

Hermit Thrush: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant in 
the east. 

Wood Thrush: One was incubating at FF 12 May (JR), about on time. 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Gray Catbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Northern Mockingbird: One in Johnson Co 15 Mar (CNK) was likely a rather 
early migrant; midwinter reports are rare. 

Brown Thrasher: One in Lincoln 3 Apr (LE) was rather early, while earliest in the 
west did not arrive until 3 May, at Bridgeport (LJH). One in Scotts Bluff Co 
18 Mar had wintered there (KD). 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

American Pipit: Reports reflected the protracted spring migration period, with 
sightings from 17 Mar (JGJ) through 15 May (SM, m. ob.). The 45 at LPB 27 
Mar (CNK) was a good count; high is 100. 

Sprague's Pipit: Although a regular migrant, this species is elusive. A good 
place to look is SCP, where 4 were found 30 Apr (RSt) and another on 1 May 
(KP). 

Cedar Waxwing: Flocks seen during the last 10 days of May are likely long¬ 
distance migrants; a “small flock” was in Rock Co 29 May (LR, RH). 

Lapland Longspur: Largest numbers are reported Feb-Mar; this spring 5000+ 
were in Cuming Co 11 Mar (JJ) and “thousands” were in Knox Co 13 Mar 
(MB). High counts are 6000+. 
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Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common 
spring migrant and summer resident in the west and north. 

Smith’s Longspur: The only reports of this rare spring migrant were of one in 
Knox Co 2 Apr (MB) and 25 at Burchard SRA, Pawnee Co, 9 Apr (TB). 
These are the 16th and 17th spring reports for this species. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western 
Panhandle migrant and summer resident. 

Ovenbird: The 9 at ICSP 30 Apr (JR) and 8 at FF 15 May (JR) were excellent 
counts. High one-person count is 14. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Good numbers, a minimum of 14, were reported from 
the expected locations for this edge-of-range breeder, including best counts of 3 
from Ponca SP, Dixon Co, 10 Apr (L&BP), PRSP 24 Apr (JC, SS), and FF 1 
May (RSt). By 17 May there were 3-4 territories established along Stone Creek 
in PRSP (JC, SS). Away from such locations reports are few. ADF in 
Nebraska City has potential breeding habitat; singles were there 20 Apr (LF) 
and 13 May (LF). Singles at Neale Woods, Omaha, 28 Apr (NR) and along 
Happy Hollow Boulevard in Omaha 19 May (JR) may have been searching for 
breeding territory. 

Northern Waterthrush: This usually fairly common statewide spring migrant 
was actually common this spring, with 41 reported; best counts were only 
moderate, with 6 at FF 1 May (RSt) and 5 there 5 May (L&BP). One was very 
early 17 Apr at WP (DL, details); perhaps we are incorrectly assuming that very 
early waterthrushes are Louisianas. 

Golden-winged Warbler: This may have been the best spring on record for this 
species, with at least 10 reported. At least 3 were at FF 4-19 May, including at 
least 2 males and a female (CNK, GR, PD, m. ob). Elsewhere, 3 were at 
Hummel Park, Omaha, 9 May (RS), and singles were at WP 8 May (JC, SS), 
at ICSP 8 May (JGJ), in Polk Co 12 May (D&JP), and in Bellevue 12 May 
(L&BP). 

Blue-winged Warbler: More than usual were reported; often none are found. 
The 4 reports were from the Missouri Valley, including 2 at Basswood WMA, 
Dakota Co, 21 May (BFH), and singles at Holmes L, Lincoln, 30 Apr (LE), 
Hormel Park, Fremont, 8 May (GR, details, not hybrid), and FF 14 May (PD, 
“looked pure”). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Numbers were about as expected for this statewide 
migrant, best count a moderate 10 at FF 1 May (RSt). One in sw. Dixon Co 
26 May (JJ) was rather late for an eastern migrant. 

Prothonotary Warbler: The two reports were from unexpected locations, one 
each in Fremont 16 May (GR) and Colfax Co 21 May (D&JP). Flooding may 
have moved birds from expected locations like FF and ICSP. 

Tennessee Warbler: The 90+ at FF 12 May (JR) was an excellent count; high is 
96. This species is rare in the Panhandle, thus significant were the 3 reports 
involving 4 birds: singles were at Bushnell Cem 28 May (JGJ) and at Gotte 
Park and Kimball City Park, both in Kimball, 30 May (L&BP). The City Park 
bird was joined by another bird a day later (L&BP). There are fewer than 50 
Panhandle reports. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Numbers were about average for this species, with no 
large counts reported. A single of the western subspecies Vermivora celata 
orestera, with bright yellow underparts, was in Kimball Co 28 May (JGJ). 
Most Orange-crowneds in NE are the duller V. c. celata, with brightest yellow 
in the undertail coverts. 
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Nashville Warbler: Reports were widespread in the east, best count 8, at FF 7 
May (JR). Only the 7th and 8th Panhandle records were singles at Kimball 
City Park, Kimball, 28 May (JGJ) and at Bushnell Cem 31 May (JGJ). 

Connecticut Warbler: The single report, about par, for this rare spring migrant 
was of one “singing and glimpsed” at WP 26 May (LE). There are still fewer 
than 50 spring records for the state. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: As expected, the 6 reported birds were from the 
Panhandle 27-31 May (JGJ, L&BP). The best count of 4 at Bushnell Cem 28 
May (JGJ) ties the high. 

Mourning Warbler: One in Dodge Park, Omaha, 3 May (L&BP) was rather 
early. Reports were as expected west only to Adams and Hall Cos, where 
singles were found 26 May (PD) and 27 May (WF) respectively. 

Kentucky Warbler: This edge-of-range species has become more common in 
recent years in the lower Missouri River Valley. Most reports are from 
established locations, including counts of 4 from ICSP 8 May (JGJ), FF 14 
May (PD), and Schramm SP 14 May (D&JP). Increased reports from FF have 
occurred only in the last 2-3 years. Elsewhere, unexpected were singles at WP 
11-27 May (LE, m. ob.), and as far n. as Antelope Co 18 May (WF); these are 
only the 12th and 13th records away from the Missouri River Valley. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
migrant. 

Hooded Warbler: This is a rare spring edge-of-range overshoot migrant that may 
appear anywhere in the state, as was the case this spring. There were 6 reports 
that probably pertain to only 4 birds: singles were at WGP 10 May (J&SK), at 
FF 14 and 21 May (fide CNK, L&BP), at North Loup SRA, Howard Co, 19 
and 25 May (RSt, EB, LR, RH), and at WSR 31 May (HKH). 

American Redstart: The 30 in sw. Dixon Co 21 May (JJ) was an excellent 
count. High is 46. 

Cape May Warbler: Generally only a rare casual spring migrant like Blue-winged 
Warbler, although with records statewide, this species appeared in unusual 
numbers, with 5 reports. These 5 add to only 21 spring reports since 1982. 
Singles were in Seward 16 May (JGJ), Hastings 17 and 20 May, possibly the 
same bird (PD), Madison Co 21 May (LE), and at Bushnell Cem 30 May (L& 
BP), which was the 6th spring Panhandle record. 

Cerulean Warbler: This was a good spring for this edge-of-range species, rare in 
NE. Three singing males were located: 2-3 at FF 9 May (KS) through 28 May 
(RSt, m. ob.) and one at Neale Woods river trail, se. Washington Co 5 and 9 
May (JT, RS). 

Northern Parula: Only the 16th Panhandle record were 1-2 at Gotte Park, 
Kimball, 30-31 May (L&BP). Westerly were a male near North Platte 9 May 
(TJW), a female at the same place 11-16 May (TJW), and a single at Hastings 7 
May (PD). Northerly was one in Boone Co 2 May (D&CN). The 20 at ICSP 
30 Apr (JR) was the 2nd-highest spring count on record. 

Magnolia Warbler: Like Chestnut-sided, this species put on quite a showing, 
with 32 reported, all 8-31 May (m. ob). Continuing the surprising sightings of 
“eastern” warblers in Kimball were 1-3 at Kimball City Park 31 May (L&BP, 
JGJ) and one at Gotte Park 31 May (JGJ). As was the case for Chestnut-sided, 
these are the 17th and 18th Panhandle records. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Although a regular spring migrant, this species is rare in 
spring, and so the 7 reported were surprising. Singles were at WP 11 May (LE) 
and FF 12 May (JR). Two were counted in Sarpy Co 14 May (fide CNK), and 
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singles were at Hastings 21 May (PD), in Madison Co 21 May (LE), and in 
Douglas Co 29 May (D&JP), a rather late date. 

Blackburnian Warbler: This species, like Chestnut-sided and Magnolia, is 
usually an uncommon spring migrant but, like those species, put on a good 
showing this spring. The 29 reported 5-31 May (m. ob.) included an excellent 
6 on the Sarpy Co Spring Count 14 May (fide CNK). The 14th and 15th 
spring Panhandle records were both rather late: 1-2 were at Kimball City Park, 
Kimball, 28-31 May (JGJ, L&BP), and one was at Bushnell Cem 31 May (L& 
BP). 

Yellow Warbler: Although not near record counts, which are 100+, some good 
counts were reported: 33 at FF 14 May (L&BP), 27 in Lancaster Co 10 May 
(LE), and 26 at Hastings Cem 26 May (PD). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Usually only a few are reported, but this spring 31 
appeared, including the 17th and 18th Panhandle records, one at Bushnell Cem 
28 and 31 May (JGJ) and one at Gotte Park, Kimball, 30 May (L&BP). 
Westerly was a male in Dundy Co 17 May (TJW). The Sarpy Co Spring Count 
tallied 6 on 14 May (fide CNK). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Normally a fairly common statewide migrant, this species 
was widely-reported in above-average numbers, including moderate counts of 12 
at Hastings 18 May (PD) and 11 at FF 11 May (LE). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Another rare casual spring migrant, the only 
report, and only the 4th spring Panhandle record, was of a female in Sioux Co 
15 May (RSt, EB). 

Palm Warbler: This was another species with a great showing: 34+ of this usually 
uncommon spring migrant were reported, including excellent counts of 10+ at 
FF 6 May (ARy) and 6 there 1 May (RSt). One at Bushnell Cem 30 May (L& 
BP) was 2nd-latest on record and only the 10th spring Panhandle record. 

Pine Warbler: This rare casual spring migrant has been reported only 21 times, 
and only 6 of these were documented. Thus one at HCR 17 Apr (LR, RH, G& 
WH; details) was unexpected, and only the 7th documented. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: There were several reports, more than 
usual, and all were from the w. half of the state with the exception a “stunning 
male” at Verdigre 4 May (MB). Earliest were the 2 in Grant Co 21 Apr (WF), 
and best counts were 12 at Kimball City Park, Kimball, 31 May (L&BP) and 9 
at Bushnell Cem 28 May (JGJ), 2nd and 3rd-highest spring counts on record. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Early dates in the south may be of 
wintering birds, but 3 at Long Pine SRA, Brown Co, 21 Mar (CNK) were at an 
unlikely overwintering location. Best counts were only moderate (highs are 
200+): 67 in Lancaster Co 2 May (LE), 55 at FF 23 Apr (JR), and 52 there 6 
May (ARy). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: All reports were of 1-3 at FF beginning 10 Apr (L& 
BP, m.ob.), tying the 4th-earliest date. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Considering the huge numbers of Chestnut¬ 
sided and Magnolia warblers reported, the scarcity of this species was 
surprising. The 4 reports were of singles at ICSP 30 Apr (JR), in sw. Dixon 
Co 11 May (JJ), at Fremont 16 May (GR), and of 2 at FF 14 May (PD). There 
are few Apr records. 

Canada Warbler: Reports were of 7 birds, about average: singles were at FF 6 
May (KCR), tying 2nd-earliest on record, and 17 May (PS), in Douglas Co 18 
May (TP), and in York Co 21 May (JGJ). Two were in Dixon Co 21 May (JJ), 
and one was at WP 25 May (DL). 
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Wilson’s Warbler: Four in Kimball Co 27-28 May (JGJ) were rather late. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: There were a surprising number of easterly reports, likely 
strays from the west, although the eastern subspecies, generally considered 
extirpated from the w. edge of its range in NE, should not be ruled out. 
Singles were east to Madison Co 21 May (JJ), Stanton Co 21 May (TJW, 
MW), and Dixon Co 24 May (JJ). 

Green-tailed Towhee: More than usual of this rare Panhandle migrant were 
reported, at least 4 and likely 6. One at WSR 28-30 Apr (HKH) was rather 
early, one was in nw. Sioux Co 16 May (TH, WM), 1-2 were at Oliver Res 28- 
31 May (JGJ), and singles were near Exit 1 on 1-80 28 and 31 May (JGJ, L& 
BP). 

Spotted Towhee: One in Madison Co 23 May (LE) was rather late; most leave 
the east by mid-May. 

Eastern Towhee: An interesting report was of an “apparently pure” Eastern 
Towhee in FF 25 Mar that was giving only Spotted Towhee calls (RW). Over 
most of NE after spring migration there are all sorts of combinations of these 
two species. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor 
and spring migrant. 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Hastings 26 Mar (PD) was rather early. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One in Kimball Co 30 May (L&BP) and 3 there 31 May 
(JGJ) were rather late; there are only 2 records for Jun. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only reports were from expected locations for this 
western Panhandle migrant and summer resident: 3 were in nw. Sioux Co 16 
May (TH, WM) and one was in Morrill Co 23 May (LJH). 

Field Sparrow: Singles at ADF 22 Mar (LF) and in Douglas Co 24 Mar (RS) 
were rather early. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and summer 
resident. 

Lark Bunting: Easterly were one in Custer Co 11 May, the observer’s first in the 
county for spring (TH), and another in Antelope Co 18 May (WF). 
“Thousands” were in Kimball Co 30 May (L&BP), by far a record spring 
estimate; previous high was 300. 

Savannah Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Baird’s Sparrow: None were found in ne. Sioux Co where singing birds had been 
located the past 2 springs (TH, WM). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The only reports were of a migrant with other sparrows in 
Saunders Co 20 Apr, a rare find at a rather early date (CNK) and one at SCP, a 
reliable summer location, 1 May (JW). 

LeConte’s Sparrow: None were reported; this is a fairly common eastern spring 
migrant. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: The only report was of one in Saline Co 11 May (LE). This 
is a fairly common late spring migrant, but takes effort to find. 

Fox Sparrow: Good numbers continue to be reported; best count was an excellent 
18 in Lancaster Co 3 Apr (LE); high is 25. One in a Winside yard 7 Mar had 
wintered there (NB). 

Song Sparrow: One was carrying nest material at NLB 28 May (JG). 
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Lincoln’s Sparrow: Earliest was one in the observer’s Lincoln yard 17 Mar, 
which must have suited the bird as it stayed for a month (JGJ). The 38 in 
Lancaster Co 2 May (LE) was an excellent count; high is 44. 

Swamp Sparrow: One was early in Antelope Co 20 Mar (MB); such early birds 
may have wintered, but it seems unlikely at this location. The 14 at FF 23 Apr 
(JR) was a good count; high is 25. 

White-throated Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor 
and spring migrant. 

Harris’s Sparrow: One in Scotts Bluff Co 6 May (AD) was westerly, where rare. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Three in Kimball Co 31 May (JGJ) were rather late; 
there are 10 dates in Jun. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) June o: None were reported; this is an uncommon 
spring migrant and summer resident in the northwest. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: A “Cassiaf’ Junco, Junco hyemalis 
cismontanus, thought to be a stable hybrid between “Slate-colored” and 
“Oregon” Juncos, was photographed in Omaha 22 Mar (PS). There are fewer 
than 10 documented records for the state. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Last “Pink-sided” was at North Platte 29 Mar 
(TJW), about as expected, although there are few departure dates for this form. 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: A surprise was the 2 at WSR 8-9 May 
(HKH); this is the 10th overall documented record. 

Summer Tanager: This species continues to be reported in good numbers in the 
se., as it expands and consolidates its range. Best counts were 9 at ICSP 8 
May (JGJ) and 7 at FF 5 May (JR); highs are 11+. Nesting was underway at 
FF 7 May (RS). Along with this expansion have come extralimital reports: 
this year 3, all first-year males. One was in Lincoln Co 9 May (TJW), one was 
in Wheeler Co 17 May (RSt, EB), and a third was in Lincoln Co 22 May (LD). 

Scarlet Tanager: Although not apparently expanding its breeding range in NE, 
numbers of migrants at least are increasing. Excellent counts of 7 at Schramm 
SP 14 May (D&JP), 6 at FF 12 May (JR), 6 at Ponca SP 21 May (JJ), and 5 at 
ICSP 8 May (JGJ) were received. 

Western Tanager: Excellent counts were received, including a record 12 at 
Bushnell Cem 28 May (JGJ) and 7 at Gotte Park, Kimball, 30 May (L&BP). 

Northern Cardinal: Reports continue from Scotts Bluff Co where a small 
number are established: a pair was in the observer’s Mitchell yard 5 Mar (KD), 
2 were near McGrew 15 Apr (AP), and 3 were at Bridgeport 11 May (LJH). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: The 5 reports for the period 11-31 May were all from 
North Platte westward (m. ob.); such reports in spring are uncommon. Rather 
late were singles at Oliver Res 30 May (L&BP) and Bushnell 31 May (JGJ). 
There are 8 westerly Jun reports. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common western migrant 
and summer resident. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Lazuli Bunting: The usual clutch of easterly migrants was detected: one in Gretna 
10-11 May (fide NR), up to 3 at Hastings 15-20 May (PD), and one at Aurora 
21 May (JGJ). 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Dickcissel: The 50+ in Otoe Co 17 May (CNK) was an excellent count; high is 
76. 
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Bobolink: One in se. Nebraska 30 Apr (JGJ) was rather early. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant 
and summer resident. 

Eastern Meadowlark: One was singing as far w. as North Platte by 24 Mar 
(TJW), a little earlier than previous arrival dates at the location. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Earliest arrivals are often single males with Red¬ 
winged Blackbirds; one such was in York Co 12 Mar (RSt, EB). 

Rusty Blackbird: Only 11 were reported: 2 in Dixon Co 7 Mar (JJ), one in 
Cuming Co 11 Mar (JJ), and 8 in Washington Co 15 Mar (JJ). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Migrants can be numerous eastward, such as the 100 at a 
burned area in Fillmore Co 17 Apr (JGJ). 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine for this abundant spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species now occurs statewide, except perhaps for 
some Sandhills areas. Two were in the w. Sandhills 22 Apr (AP). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Two in Scotts Bluff Co 9 Apr (KD) tied the 6th 
earliest arrival date there; arrival in the west is much later than in the east. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant and 
summer resident. 

Bullock’s Oriole: The 12 in one Kimball Co bush 28 May (JGJ) was an 
excellent count; high is 18. 

Baltimore Oriole: Earliest was one about on time in Lincoln 29 Apr (JGJ), 
followed by 22 birds at 7 locations the next day (m. ob.). Best count was 28 at 
FF 13 May (LE). 

Purple Finch: Last reported after an average winter was in Bellevue 29 Apr 
(ARy), one of 3 present the day before (ARy). 

Cassin’s Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter visitor was of 2 in 
Kimball Co 12 Apr (JJ). 

House Finch: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor and summer 
resident. 

Red Crossbill: The 4 reports were from the Panhandle, including 2 flocks 
suggestive of local breeding: 25 were in Sheridan Co 17 May with “several” 
begging juveniles (TH, WM) and 50 were at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 30 May 
including 25 begging juveniles (PD). 

Common Redpoll: A surprise in a “down” year for the species were the two 
reports of singles. One was in a Lincoln yard 7 Mar (R&SW, photo), and 
another was in a Hastings yard 27 Apr (PD, photo), 2nd-latest on record. 

Pine Siskin: There was a surprising number of reports from the east of small 
numbers well into May, but no indication of nesting. However, “possibly” 
nesting westward were 2 in Ogallala 21 May (JO). Latest in the east were one 
in sw. Dixon Co 26 May (JJ), at least 2 in Norfolk 22-23 May (D&JP, LE), 
and singles in Antelope Co 21 May (KD) and Madison Co 21 May (LE). 

Lesser Goldfinch: This species appears to be establishing itself in the Panhandle; 
the only report was of 1-3 at WSR 8-9 May (HKH). 

American Goldfinch: Best count was 200 in Hastings 27 Apr (PD); high is 300. 

Evening Grosbeak: After a long absence from the state, this species has 
reappeared, albeit in unpredictable places. A male and 3 females were at Halsey 
National Forest, Thomas Co, 11 Apr (TH). 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common resident. 
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High Species Count at Annual Sarpy County Spring Bird Count 

by Clem Klaphake 


On May 14, 2011, participants in the Annual Sarpy County Spring Bird 
Count tallied 174 species, besting the previous high count of 143 (in 2006 and 
2010) by 31 species. There were a few more counters this year than in most 
previous years, but it was just a good year for many families of birds. There were 
28 warbler species seen (previous high was 23 in 2008). Also found were 4 terns, 9 
flycatchers, 7 woodpeckers, 12 ducks, 14 shorebirds and 3 grebes. 

There are often unusual species that show up on the count, as illustrated by 
a Eurasian Wigeon this year. Previous examples include Yellow-breasted Chat in 
2003, Black-headed Grosbeak in 2004, Western Sandpiper in 2005, Connecticut 
Warbler in 2007, Eastern Whip-poor-will in 2008, Red-necked Phalarope and two 
American Bitterns in 2009, and American Avocet, Osprey, Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
and American Golden-Plover in 2010. 

The Annual Sarpy County Spring Count has been around since 1967 but 
has undergone changes to its boundaries and methodology. From 1967 to 1981 
only species were counted, and the count took place within the Omaha Christmas 
Bird Count circle, which includes parts of Pottawattamie and Mills Counties in 
Iowa and Douglas, Sarpy and Cass Counties in Nebraska. Between 1982 and 1986 
no counts were held. From 1987 to 1992, the Omaha CBC circle was again used as 
the boundary for the count, but numbers of individual birds were recorded in 
addition to the number of species. 

From 1993 to 1997 the North American Migration Count (NAMC), an 
organization endorsed by the National Audubon Society, collected spring count 
species data by county from across the United States. After the demise of the 
NAMC, Betty Grenonkept the Sarpy County Count going from 1998 to 2002, and 
in 2003 Clem Klaphake took it over, counting species only. 

Since Sarpy County has the least area of any county in the state and is one 
of the most populous and fastest growing counties, some might wonder why the 
number of spring bird species is so high. One major reason is that the county is in 
the Missouri and Platte River valley migration corridors. It is bounded on three 
sides by rivers: the Elkhom joins the Platte in the extreme northwestern part of the 
county, and the Platte forms the western and southern boundaries. The Missouri 
forms the eastern boundary and is joined by the Platte in the southeast comer of the 
county. A second reason is that there are three small man-made reservoirs with some 
wooded areas surrounding them: Walnut Creek Lake, Offutt Base Lake and 
Wehrspann Lake. A third reason is that there are three large preserved wooded 
uplands that also have some wooded floodplains in the county: Fontenelle Forest, 
Schramm SRA, and Swanson Park. Finally, there are a few wetland areas that can 
produce shorebirds, waterfowl, and other water birds in some years: LaPlatte 
Bottoms, Linoma Beach and several unnamed sandpits in the western part of the 
county. 
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Eurasian Wigeon in Sarpy County, Nebraska 

by Mark Brogie 

On Saturday 14 May 2011 on the Sarpy County Spring Count, Justin Rink, Jim 
Ducey, Ellen Brogie, and I found a Eurasian Wigeon at LaPlatte Bottoms. When 
first discovered the bird was in the company of multiple Gadwall and at least one 
adult male American Wigeon. The bird was a striking adult male bird with a rusty 
red head and a yellowish forehead. The breast was reddish and contrasted with the 
gray back and sides. This coloration made the white wing stripe more pronounced 
than that of the American Wigeon. The bird showed no evidence of hybridization. 
Multiple observers viewed this bird later in the day, and it was also seen on Sunday 
morning. 

Eurasian Wigeon is listed as Casual by the NOU Records Committee, with 5 records 
received and accepted since 2000. An early report from LaPlatte Bottoms was made 
by Ruth Green on 28 March 1980 (The Birds of Nebraska, Bray, Padelford, 
Silcock). 
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Annual Meeting at Norfolk 

Sixty-six members and guests were in attendance for the 112th Annual 
Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, held at the Lifelong Learning Center 
at Northeast Community College in Norfolk. The meeting was organized by Dave 
Heidt. 


Field trips were led by Mark Brogie, Bill Flack, Dave Heidt, Jan Johnson, 
Wayne Mollhoff, Don and Janis Paseka, and Duane Wolff. Destinations included 
the Norfolk cemeteries, Ta-Ha-Zouka Park, Yellowbanks WMA, Olson Nature 
Preserve, wet meadows along BeaverCreek in Boone Co., Hackberry Creek WMA, 
Grove Lake WMA, the Plainview sewage lagoon, northern Knox Co., Buckskin 
Hills WMA, Ponca SP, Elk Point Bend WMA, Maskenthine Lake Recreation Area, 
Wood Duck WMA, Lakes Babcock and North, the Schuyler city park, Camp Luther, 
and Maple Creek Reservoir at Leigh. 

On Friday evening, Mark Brogie conducted a bird identification clinic 
using bird skins (many collected by Wayne Mollhoff) from the Wayne State College 
Museum of Natural History. 

A raffle of an art quilt made and donated by Jan Johnson and based on a 
photo taken by Edward Tickle of an Eastern Bluebird was held. Proceeds went to 
the NOU General Fund. 

Election of officers was held. Current officers Urban Lehner (president), 
Nancy Leonard (vice-president), Kevin Poague (secretary), Betty Grenon (treasurer), 
Anita Breckbill (librarian), and Janis Paseka (editor) were reelected to additional one- 
year terms. Bill Flack was elected to a three-year term as director, replacing Roland 
Barth. 


The proposed Bylaws changes were voted on and approved by the 
membership. The proposed changes, mostly designed to bring the Bylaws up to 
date, were published in the October 2010 NOU Newsletter. The current text of the 
Bylaws may be found on the NOU website: http://noubirds.org/. 

The Saturday evening presenter was Jerry Toll, who spoke about the 
hawkwatch and raptor banding program at the Hitchcock Nature Center in 
Pottawattamie Co., Iowa. The watch is staffed by one paid counter and numerous 
volunteers from September 1 through the third week in December. In 2010, 11,961 
migrant raptors of 19 species were counted as they followed the Loess Hills 
southward. The diurnal banding station, staffed by Jerry Toll, Sandy Reinken and 
volunteers, captured and banded 157 raptors, mainly Red-tailed, Sharp-shinned and 
Cooper's Hawks. Also banded in 2010 were a single Merlin, Broad-winged Hawk 
and Peregrine Falcon. Carla Ahlschwede, who did a study of possible natal origins 
of Red-tailed Hawks banded at Hitchcock, spoke about her research. Feathers 
collected from immature Red-tails were analyzed for their stable-hydrogen isotope 
content. In addition to hawk banding. Northern Saw-whet Owls were captured using 
an audio lure of a female spring call. A total of 69 owls, including 55 new captures, 
4 recaptures of owls banded at Hitchcock and 10 recaptures of owls banded at other 
sites, were caught. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2011 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

The effects of major drought in the southwest United States on bird life in 
Nebraska has yet to be determined, as has the effect of the historic inundation of the 
Missouri River bottom lands from Gavins Point Dam to Rulo in eastern Nebraska. 
The water level at McConaughy is coincidentally at a maximum, ensuring that 
breeding habitat for Piping Plover and Least Tern was much reduced in the state 
overall. On the other hand, bottom lands wetlands above the flood level were 
expanded; Black-necked Stilts initiated a late nesting in Dakota Co in flooded fields 
that also attracted thousands of shorebirds, notably Killdeer and Pectoral Sandpiper. 

In the Rainwater Basin, good localized water conditions attracted southern 
herons, notably Little Blue Heron and Snowy Egret, although Great Egret appeared 
in about normal numbers. 

Ospreys continued their so far ill-fated nesting attempts in the west, while 
Mississippi Kites added new towns to their list of breeding locations. 

A large influx of Cassin’s Sparrows occurred in the west, mostly increasing 
numbers in previously-known breeding locations, but wife some expansion 
eastward, notably to Lincoln Co. This may be related to fee extensive drought in 
fee southwest United States. Grassland conditions in the Panhandle were suitable 
for Dickcissels (as well as Cassin’s Sparrows); large numbers of Dickcissels were 
reported from there, a recent phenomenon feat has been continuing. Surprisingly, 
following a strong move into fee Panhandle in fee last few years, no Lesser 
Goldfinches were reported. 

Finally, expansion and range consolidation of several “southeastern” species 
continued; included were Least Bittern, Glossy Ibis, Chuck-will’s-widow, Acadian 
Flycatcher, Summer Tanager, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and Kentucky Warbler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 
ad.: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
fem.: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 
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imm.: immature 
juv.: juvenile 
L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 
LPB: LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co 
m. ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
NM: National Monument 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, 
Fillmore, and Thayer Cos 
SCP: Audubon Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 

Harvard Marsh: WPA, Clay Co 

Jack Sinn: Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 
Pine Ridge: escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos 
Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 
Wildcat Hills: escarpment in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and Morrill Cos 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: Allan Reyer, Bellevue 

B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

B&KG: Bob & Kathi Gerten, Burwell 

BF: Bill Fink, Longmont, CO 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BN: Burton Nelson, Hastings 

BNe: Brian Nelson, Ord 

CG: Cory Gregory, Ames, LA 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EA: Edward Allen, Bellevue 

EB: Ed Brogie, Laurel 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 
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GJ: Gail Johnson, Warminster, PA 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JD: Jeff Drahota, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JJJ: James J. Jenniges, Kearney 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JW: Jake Walker, Lincoln 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KG: Keith Geluso, Kearney 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Laurence Falk, Nebraska City 

LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Lewellen 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MBr: Mary Brown, Lincoln 

MP: Mark Peyton, Gothenburg 

MR: Mark Robbins, Lawrence, KS 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

MW: Matt Walker, Brady 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PH: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

R&SW: Susan & Ron Whitney, Lincoln 

RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RL; Roger Lawson, Curtis 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

SHS: Sergio H. Seipke, Lincoln 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SW: Steve Winter, Stillwater, OK 

TCG: T.C. Gannon, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TF: Ted Floyd, Colorado Springs, CO 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: There were no reports of this rare summer 
visitor; at least one occurs most summers. 

Snow Goose: The usual small numbers lingered through the period in the e. 
RWB; best count was 12 at Harvard Marsh 17 Jun (PD). One was at HCR 
through Jun (G&WH). 

Ross’s Goose: Only the 4th report for Jun was of one in Clay Co 17 Jun (LE). 

Cackling Goose: Singles in the e. RWB 25 Jun (JGJ) and in Dundy Co 2 Jul 
(LE) added to only 4 previous mid-Jun through Jul records. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine for this ubiquitous summer resident. 

Mute Swan: A surprise was the appearance of 3 ads. at Kissinger WPA, Clay Co, 
13 Jun (JW); this appears to be the only record of this species away from the 
Omaha area or Grand Island. 

Trumpeter Swan: In addition to the usual reports of breeding birds in the 
Sandhills, a southerly pair near Ravenna had one chick 13 Jun (fide LR, RH); 
this is the 4th report of breeding south and east of the Sandhills in the last 3 
summers. 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Gadwall: Breeding occurs rarely in the e. RWB; a pair and a separate drake were at 
Kissinger WPA, Clay Co, 17 Jun (PD), and a single was in Phelps Co 19 Jun 
(JJ). 

American Wigeon: There is only one breeding record for the RWB, and so 
singles at different Clay Co locations 17 Jun (PD) and 9 Jul (JGJ), the latter a 
drake, were of interest. There are at least 9 similar RWB reports. 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this ubiquitous summer resident. 

Blue-winged Teal: Two in Harlan Co 29 Jul were unexpected at that date, as 
breeding is virtually unknown in the county (G&WH). 

Cinnamon Teal: Easterly was one in Clay Co 13-17 Jun (JW, PD); breeding is 
unknown in the e. RWB. 

Northern Shoveler: Breeding in the e. RWB is rare, and so as many as 12 in the 
e. RWB 17 Jun (LE) were of interest. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this uncommon, mostly Sandhills, 
breeder. 

Green-winged Teal: Breeding is rare, especially s. of the Platte River; singles in 
Phelps Co 5 Jun (LR, RH) and Clay Co 26 Jun (RSt) were likely stragglers. 
Jun has the fewest reports away from Sandhills breeding areas. 

Canvasback: The small summering population in the Sandhills was represented by 
4 at CLNWR 1 Jun (GK); not all such birds are breeders. 

Redhead: A drake at Broken Bow SL 11 Jun (TH) was tardy. 

Ring-necked Duck: A male at NLB 9 Jul (JGJ) added to the several similar 
summer RWB records; breeding has not been recorded in the RWB. Tardy 
were single males near Fremont 9 Jun (JGJ) and in Omaha 11 Jun (JR). 

Lesser Scaup: One at NLB 21-26 Jun (JGJ, RSt) was about the 20th in summer 
for the RWB; breeding has not occurred there. 

Common Goldeneye: One near Fremont 9 Jun (JGJ) was tardy; there are about 
20 records for summer. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine; most summer reports are of imm. 
birds not yet old enough to breed. 
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Common Merganser: The 3 at LO 13 Jun (TJW) were at a location where 
summering birds occur; breeding is unknown there. 

Ruddy Duck: A few occur through summer on suitable wetlands, especially in the 
RWB where breeding may occur on occasion; best count was 26 at Kissinger 
WPA, Clay Co, (PD); 5 were still there 9 Jul (JGJ). 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports were routine for this virtually statewide resident. 

Gray Partridge: None of this scarce ne. Nebraska specialty were reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: None were found in a weekend tour of se. Nebraska 26 
Jun (CNK); usually numbers are good in and around grasslands in this region. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this widespread inhabitant of 
northern and western grasslands. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Booming males were still on 2 Chase Co leks 11 Jun 
(MB), rather late. 

Wild Turkey: The “hundreds” seen along 1-80 in w. NE 23 Jul (RE) exemplify 
the high population levels throughout the state. 

Common Loon: Loons do not breed until 3-4 years old; immatures summer 
occasionally in Nebraska, mostly in the west. Two were at LO 21 Jul (RE) 
and one was at Burchard L, Pawnee Co, 16 Jun through 2 Jul (SW fide TEL, 
LR, RH). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine for this statewide inhabitant of rush- 
lined marshes. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this common Sandhills summer resident. 

Western Grebe: A straggler in Clay Co 17 Jun (PD) was only the 11th report 
from mid-Jun through early Aug in the eastern half of the state. 

Clark's Grebe: The only report was from the expected LO, where 2 were seen 21 
Jun (RE). 

Neotropic Cormorant: Two at BOL 25 Jun (LE) provided the 16th record for the 
state. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Nesting has occurred at HCR on a sporadic basis, 
apparently related to water levels; this year none nested and the largest flock 
was only 55, on 29 Jun (G&WH). 

American White Pelican: A few nonbreeders summer, mostly in cen. and w. 
Nebraska; 5 were at HCR through the period (G&WH). 

American Bittern: Five singles were reported in RWB wetlands 19 Jun-24 Jul 
(JJ, WM, JC, SS, LE, JGJ), any or all of which might have been breeding, 
although such records are rare. 

Least Bittern: This species is extending its range northwestward in Nebraska; it 
was at “several sites” in Cherry Co in early Jun (MR), in Dakota Co 29 Jul 
(D&JP), and, less surprisingly, at LPB 5 Jun (B&LP) and near Tamora 3 Jul 
(JC, SS). 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine for this statewide breeder. 

Great Egret: Reports were widespread but numbers were only moderate; best count 
was only 28, in the e. RWB 24 Jul (JGJ). 

Snowy Egret: A surprising 18 were reported (m. ob.), all as expected in cen. 
Nebraska; 9 of these were in the e. RWB 24 Jul (JGJ). 

Little Blue Heron: Probably the best summer tally for many years of this 
generally rare species was the amazing 11 reported, all ads. but one (m. ob.). 
As with the Snowy Egrets, all were in cen. Nebraska, including 4 near Massie 
WPA, Clay Co, 9 Jul (JGJ) and 2 in Phelps Co 18 Jul (WF), one of which 
was the only imm. reported. Seven of the birds were in the e. RWB 1-9 Jul 
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(TCG, JC, SS, JCJ); there were no previous e. RWB records in that time 
period. 

Cattle Egret: Reports were statewide and numbers were excellent, about 630 in 
all, although no breeding was reported. Best numbers were found after mid- 
Jun, suggesting dispersal after failed breeding; 221 in one flock were in n. 
Cherry Co 22 Jul (WM). The 100+ near the North Platte Airport 3 Jul (TJW) 
may have been the same birds as the 100 reported n. of North Platte 25 Jun 
(VC). 

Green Heron: One in Holt Co 10 Jun (DH) was northwesterly. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Two on a Perkins Co playa 15 Jun were 
considered a “good record” for the southwest (TJW). The 7 other reports (LE, 
JGJ) were from the e. RWB as expected. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Surprisingly, there was only one report, that 
from an upland grassland area, Bowwood WMA, Pawnee Co, 2 Jul (LR, RH). 

Glossy Ibis: The 6th report for 2011 was one in Phelps Co 18 Jul (WF, details). 
This species is now an expected summer visitor in Nebraska. 

White-faced Ibis: Numbers were moderate for recent years, best counts 55 in the 
e. RWB both 9 Jul and 24 Jul (JGJ) and 50+ in Clay Co 26 Jun (RSt). 

Turkey Vulture: Perhaps an ominous sight was the 60-75 circling over a 
performance of “Shakespeare on the Green” in Omaha 8 Jul (JWH, JR). 

Osprey: The 3 active nest sites mentioned in the Spring Report provided 
interesting stories. The pair at the Winters Creek L site apparently rebuilt their 
wind-damaged nest and one was sitting on the nest in late Jun (KD). The other 
Scotts Bluff Co site, just west of Scottsbluff, was occupied in spring by a pair 
that was electrocuted. The local power company then proceeded to install a 65- 
foot high pole and platform, and a new pair was present late in the reporting 
period (KD). The third site, near LO, was active again; nest-building took 
place earlier in spring, and incubation was underway 15 Jun (MP fide JJJ). 
Two birds were seen in the area 13 Jul (TJW). 

Mississippi Kite: The last few years have seen isolated nestings away from 
Ogallala, where kites were first noted in 1991 and nesting was confirmed in 
1994. Nesting occurred at Red Cloud 2004-2006 and at Benkelman for “a few 
years” prior to and including 2010. Two were at Benkelman this year 2 Jul 
(LE). This year, a nesting pair was at Imperial from early Jul on (MB), and at 
least one pair was thought to be nesting in Scottsbluff, but this was 
unconfirmed despite copulation being observed, along with the presence of 7 
birds (KD, photo). There were several other scattered reports suggesting an 
influx of potential breeders; 2 were in extreme s. Jefferson Co 4 Jun (WM), 
singles were at Curtis 12-14 Jun (RL, TJW, MW) and in Lincoln 2 Jun (SHS), 
and an imm. was at Hastings 2 Jun (PD). 

Bald Eagle: Surveys by Nebraska Game and Parks located 69 active nests in the 
state for 2011; most were located along riparian corridors (JGJ). 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this low-density breeder in grassland 
or tall wetland vegetation. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Summer reports of this species tend to be misidentified 
male Cooper’s Hawks, but the most likely Sharp-shinned age-class to appear in 
summer, though rare, is a one-year-old non-breeder; one such was in Custer Co 
9 Jun (TH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine for this increasingly common statewide 
breeder. 
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Red-shouldered Hawk: Barely hanging on as a summer visitor in Nebraska, the 
two birds sighted were from a traditional summer area in the Bellevue area 18 
Jun and 22 Jul (ARy). 

Broad-winged Hawk: The only report was of one at Ponca SP 5 Jun (JJ), 
possibly an imm.; breeding in Nebraska is rare, the only known regular 
breeding locations are in the lower Missouri River Valley. 

Swains on’s Hawk: Easterly for the date was one in Dodge Co 2 Jun (D&JP). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine for this western grasslands resident. 

Golden Eagle: A pair in each of Banner and Kimball Cos 1 Jun had chicks 20-30 
and 10-20 days old respectively (JGJ). 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Merlin: No reports were received. 

Peregrine Falcon: Breeding was successful at both long-established city nest-box 
locations, with 5 chicks in Omaha and one in Lincoln (JGJ). A “darkish” 
imm. near North Platte 23 Jun (TJW) was only the 5th record for Jun away 
from the Lincoln and Omaha areas. 

Prairie Falcon: Reports were routine for this western breeder. 

Black Rail: A report of one in Dodge Co 30 Jun (D&JP) was accompanied by 
good details; usually only fleeting glimpses are accorded, but a small black 
bird flying low when flushed by the observer while windrowing grass hay at 
this date is veiy likely this species. 

King Rail: No reports were received. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this fairly common breeder in northern 
marshes. 

Sora: Reports were routine for this fairly common breeder in northern marshes. 

Common Gallinule: The only report of this rare summer visitor was of one at 
Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co, 20 Jul (KS). 

American Coot: Reports were routine for this statewide marsh breeder. 

Sandhill Crane: Reports were from known western breeding locations: the Kiowa 
WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, pair appeared to have 2 chicks (when observed in a 
fleeting glimpse) 21 Jun (KD), but none were visible with the ads. 11 Jul 
(KD). The Facus Springs, Morrill Co, pair had 2 chicks 3 Jun (LJH); 3 birds 
were seen there 22 Jul (RE). 

Black-bellied Plover: None were reported; migrants often occur into early Jun. 

American Golden-Plover: One in Clay Co 2 Jul (LE) was the earliest on record 
for fall and only the 20th Jul record for the species. Early migrants are ads., 
most of which migrate to the Atlantic Coast in fall. 

Snowy Plover: The only report of this species was of one in ne. Knox Co 14 Jun 
(JGr); major Missouri River flooding in the area probably precluded any 
breeding in 2011 (see Piping Plover). 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Piping Plover: According to the Nebraska Natural Legacy Project’s Central Loess 
Hills Newsletter: “Because of severe flooding along the Missouri river this 
year, much of the Piping Plover habitat that is typically available is under 
water. The birds that would use these areas are using alternative areas for 
nesting. In fact, at least five Piping Plovers that were banded along the 
Missouri River were found using the Loup River area this year.” Nebraska 
Game and Parks surveys found only 330 Piping Plovers in Nebraska in 2011 
(JGJ), down from 723 in 2006 (JGJ), when some 130 birds were at LM. The 
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Nebraska Game and Parks Survey does not include the Gavins Point reach of 
the Missouri River, but given the Legacy Project’s indication that no birds 
were on this reach because of flooding, the estimate of 330 birds probably 
covers all birds in Nebraska, including the Missouri River. This indicates a 
severe decline from 2006, even allowing for LM birds, presumably an effect of 
major reduction in extent of breeding habitat. Breeding was successful at 
Linoma Beach, Sarpy Co, where up to 4 young were fledged by 2 Jul (CNK). 
A group of 16 migrants, including 5 juvs., was in Sarpy and Saunders Cos 22 
Jul(JGJ). 

Killdeer: An amazing 1000 were estimated present in flooded fields in Dakota Co 
30 Jul (BFH), eliminating the previous high by 300. 

Mountain Plover: An estimated population of 1500 birds in Kimball Co during 
the period 2005-2007 was provided by Nebraska Game and Parks (JGJ). 

Black-necked Stilt: A surprise due both to the late date and easterly location was 
the discovery of two nesting pairs in a flooded field in Dakota Co; 2 birds were 
seen 21 Jul (BFH, JJ, PR), and the nests were found later the same day (BFH). 
By 28 Jul there were 9 birds in the area (RD) and incubation was ongoing at 
the end of the period, 30 Jul (EB). Breeding reports from the RWB continued 
with 1-2 at NLB from 9 Jun (MUs, CNK) and a fern, incubating there 21 Jun 
(JGJ); unfortunately heavy rain appeared to have flooded the nest by 25 Jun, 
when no ads. were present (JGJ). An amazing record fall count was the 43 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 28 Jul (JD fide JGJ). An additional 24 were reported in 
the RWB. Among 14 at Kiowa WMA 11 Jul were 2 half-grown chicks (KD). 

American Avocet: The two in Saunders Co 22 Jun (JGJ, MBr) were easterly and 
early; also easterly were two at Jack Sinn 28 Jul (LE). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Solitary Sandpiper: One in Cherry Co 28 Jun (JJ) was rather early; early dates 
are about 4 days earlier. 

Greater Yellowlegs: One in the e. RWB 9 Jun (JGJ) was earliest on record by a 
day, although arrival begins in mid-Jun. 

Willet: Breeding occurs sparingly to the east edge of the Sandhills; a territorial bird 
was in Holt Co 10 Jun (DH). Rare in the east in fall, singles were in Saunders 
Co 8 Jul (PH) and Dakota Co 30 Jul (EB, BFH, MB). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Upland Sandpiper: The 29 in one Cherry Co field 28 Jim (JJ) seems a bit early 
for post-breeding flocking; perhaps there was an abundance of food in the area. 

Long-billed Curlew: Significant though discouraging data were provided from 
graduate work in the w. Sandhills (CG fide JGJ); nest survival was around 
30%, affected mostly by the presence of tall vegetation around the nest, and 
fledging success was only 4%, albeit based on a fairly small sample: one 
fledged from 28 chicks. These data probably factor into the early post-breeding 
departure of transmittered bird “Bailey” the last two years. The overall 
population estimate for Nebraska was 23,909 (CG fide JGJ). Encouraging was 
die ad. with 3 young in Cherry Co 28 Jun (JJ), more young than usual for this 
species. 

Marbled Godwit: One near Santee 9 Jun (JGr) was easterly, likely a failed breeder 
on the move. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper: Last spring migrant was in Cass Co 13 Jun (JGJ), 
while first in fall appeared in Saunders Co 9 Jul (CNK). Unusual was the 
group of 13 using a diy cornfield near Linoma 1 Jun (CNK). 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported; this is an uncommon but often 
overlooked fall migrant. 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

White-rnmped Sandpiper: Along with Semipalmated Sandpiper, this is the 
latest spring migrant shorebird; last reported were 9 in Fillmore Co 17 Jun 
(LE). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: One in Saunders Co 9 Jul (CNK) was tied with the earliest 
regular fall arrival dates. Juvs. usually do not arrive until mid-Aug, but one 
was on the Sarpy-Saunders Cos boundary 22 Jul (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Also a late spring migrant, one was rather late in Fillmore 
Co 17 Jun (LE). First fall arrivals included the rather early 6 in Saunders Co 8 
Jul (PH). An amazing concentration in perfect habitat for this species, flooded 
grassy fields, was the 1000 in Dakota Co 30 Jul (BFH). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: None were reported; arrival is usually at the end of 
Jul or in early Aug. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Jul migrants are ads.; juvs. do not appear until mid- 
Aug. Reports were of 2 in Kearney Co 15 Jul (LE), 2 in Saunders Co 21 Jul 
(LE), and 1-4 in Dakota Co 21-30 Jul (JJ, RD, EB, BFH, MB). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Three at Clark WPA, Kearney Co, 13 Jul (KS) tied 
early regular arrival dates. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Late Jul reports from Jack Sinn (LE, TEL) may have been early 
migrants, but there have been fairly regular summer reports there in recent years 
and breeding probably occurs. 

American Woodcock: None were reported; birds become inconspicuous when not 
displaying. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Reports indicative of summering in the RWB were 4 at 
Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 5 Jun (LR, RH), one at Massie Lagoon WPA, Clay 
Co, 27 Jun (CNK), and 3 at Clark WPA, Kearney Co, 13-14 Jul (KS, LE). 

Red-necked Phalarope: Reports were routine for this uncommon, mostly 
western fall migrant. 

Franklin's Gull: Stragglers in summer are uncommon; singles were in Chase Co 
11 Jun (MB) and Clay Co 17 Jun (PD), and 2 were at BOL 25 Jun (LE). First 
reported fall flock was the 124 at HCR 29 Jul (G&WH). 

Ring-billed Gull: Summer birds are usually imms., and so 5 ads. at NLB 24 Jul 
(JGJ) were probably failed breeders on the move southward. 

California Gull: None were reported; usually a few can be found at larger western 
reservoirs in mid-summer. 

Herring Gull: None were reported. This species is rare in mid-summer, any such 
birds are imms. 

Least Tern: As with Piping Plover, it appears some Least Terns moved from the 
flooded Gavins Point reach of the Missouri River to other Nebraska river 
systems. One banded near Ponca SP in 2007 was captured on the lower Platte 
River this summer (JGJ). However, the lower Platte River had high water 
problems also, although there was some late season nesting that likely will 
meet with some success (JGJ). The presence of a few ad. terns in se. Nebraska 
in Jun-Jul without breeding evidence suggests they were displaced by flooding 
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from their preferred areas. Linoma hosted 1 -2 ads. through 9 Jul (CNK, JC, 
SS), 2 were at LPB 9 Jun (L&BP), and 1-2 ads. were at L Wanahoo, Saunders 
Co, 24 Jun-21 Jul (PH, CNK, RSt, LE). 

Caspian Tern: The only report of this uncommon species was of one near Santee 
14 Jun (JGr). 

Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common spring and fall migrant and 
local breeder. 

Common Tern: None were reported; migrants occur uncommonly into Jun and 
again starting in late Jul. 

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring and fall 
migrant and locally common breeder. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

White-winged Dove: The usual handful of reports came to hand, though without 
breeding evidence; these bring the year's tally to 7 reports. Singles were at 
Hastings 8 Jun (BN fide PD), LO 13-18 Jun (TJW, MB), in Kearney 30-31 Jul 
(WF), and in Fairmont 31 Jul (JRi). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Uncommon in the west, one was at WSR 4-7 Jul 
(HKH), where over many years there the observer has noted perhaps 4 
successful nestings. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were 5 reports, about as expected for this 
uncommon species: singles were in Madison Co 10 Jun (DH), Lincoln Co 28 
Jun (TJW), York Co 9 Jul (LE), Polk Co 25 Jul (JJ), and Lancaster Co 31 Jul 
(GJ). 

Bam Owl: The 2 reports were from the west, where numbers are highest. Two were 
in s. Scotts Bluff Co 22 Jun (AK) and one was at Wellfleet 1 Jul (LE). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Great Homed Owl: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Burrowing Owl: The easterly breeders at Hultine WMA, Clay Co, had success; 2 
were in the prairie dog town there 11 Jun (PD, BF), and 7, including 5 juvs., 
were seen 26 Jun (JC, SS). Five were still present 9 Jul (JGJ). Also easterly 
were 2 at Massie Lagoon WPA, Clay Co, 27 Jun (CNK). 

Barred Owl: The 4 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 15 Jun (JG, TEL) were at a 
westerly but regular location. 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported; this is a rare summer resident. 

Short-eared Owl: None were reported; this is a rare summer resident. 

Common Nighfhawk: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Co mm on Poorwill: Reports were east to Thomas Co 28 Jun (JJ) and Lincoln Co 
26 Jul (TJW), both regular locations. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: Reports are increasing and becoming more widespread for 
this species, which has been considered rather scarce and local in its 
distribution. This summer reports outlined the nw. extent of the current range: 
singles were at Wiseman WMA, Cedar Co, 16 Jun (DH), Oak Glen WMA, 
Seward Co, 15 Jun (JG, TEL), and Elkhom 12 Jun (DSt), and an amazing 8 
were in the Little Blue River Valley near Fairbury 21 Jul (JG). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: Reports were all from the east as expected; best count 
was 13 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 15 Jun (JG, TEL). Surprisingly far 
west were 2 heard near the fire tower at Nebraska National Forest, Halsey, 28 
Jun (JJ). Westerly were 2 near Fairbury in the Little Blue River Valley 21 Jul 
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(JG) and northerly were singles in Keya Paha Co 11 Jun (WF) and Niobrara SP 
12 Jun (RE), and 2 near Wiseman WMA, Cedar Co, 16 Jun (DH). 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common summer resident in the 
east, less common westward. 

White-throated Swift: A count of 12 was made at Scotts Bluff NM 22 Jul (RE); 
high count is 35-40, also from that location. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Jun reports (LF, BFH) were from Missouri 
River Valley locations where breeding occurs, although a male in a Dixon Co 
farmyard 10 Jun (JJ) seemed out of place. First apparent migrant, albeit rather 
early, was in Fairmont 31 Jul (JRi). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The only report was easterly: one was seen and 
heard by an observer familiar with the species in Kearney 12 Jun (KG). This is 
an unusual date, as most migrants arrive in the Panhandle in late Jul, although 
there is a report from Bassett 20 Jun 2002. 

Rufous Hummingbird: None were reported; usually migrants arrive in late Jul. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this statewide resident. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report was from the same area a pair and juv. 
were reported in Aug 2010 (MB), between Sowbelly and Hat Creek Canyons, 
Sioux Co, 20 Jul (WM). This is a low-density summer visitor in the Pine 
Ridge. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Numbers were good in se. Nebraska; this species “far 
outnumbered” Northern Flickers there 26 Jun (CNK). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common, virtually 
statewide resident, absent only from the northwest. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: This species is less common westward than in the east, and 
so the 6 at Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan Co, 5 Jul (TH, WM) were of interest. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this statewide summer resident. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this uncommon inhabitant of 
mature riparian forest in the lower Missouri River Valley. 

Western Wood-Pewee: There were 4 reports, each of one bird, from n.-cen. 
Nebraska 12-29 Jun (CNK, JJ, DH); this species occurs eastward in n. 
Nebraska to Valentine. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common eastern summer 
resident. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One was heard at FF 4 Jun (JR, LE); this species 
moves through Nebraska mostly in late May. 

Acadian Flycatcher: This species is establishing itself at FF; since 2008 there 
have been multiple reports each year, with singles this year 15 Jun (L&BP), 27 
Jun (L&BP), 27 Jun (NR; different location), and 4 Jul (L&BP). It has been 
regular in occurrence at ICSP for some time; one was there 25 Jul (L&BP). 

Alder Flycatcher: This species commonly migrates through e. Nebraska into 
early Jun; singles were in Saunders Co 1 Jun (CNK) and Dixon Co 3 Jun (JJ). 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide summer 
resident. 

Least Flycatcher: First fall migrant reported was in w. Douglas Co 28 Jul (JGJ), 
about on time. 

Hammond's Flycatcher: None were reported; this is a regular but rare fall 
migrant in the w. Panhandle. 
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Dusky Flycatcher: None were reported; this is a regular but rare fall migrant in 
the w. Panhandle. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: This species has been expanding eastward in the Pine 
Ridge for the last few years; what may be the easternmost nest yet discovered 
was at Metcalf WMA, Sheridan Co, 20 Jul (WM). 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine for this statewide summer resident. 

Say’s Phoebe: Easternmost was one at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 12 Jun (RE); 
reports this far east in n. Nebraska are few. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
summer resident. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
wooded canyon-dweller. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this statewide summer resident. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine for this statewide summer resident. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Only one report of breeding was received; one was 
on a nest in Frontier Co 21-29 Jul (TJW, WF). Singles were in Kearney 8-18 
Jun (TH, JJ) and in York Co 9 Jul (LE). Belated reports of successful breeding 
(fledged young) at Wapiti WMA, Lincoln Co, in 2009 and near there in 2008 
were received (TJW). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer 
resident. 

Bell’s Vireo: The 8 at Memphis SRA, Saunders Co, 1 Jun (CNK) was a good 
count. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Westerly were one at the edge of the summer range in 
Antelope Co 12 Jun (DH) and 2 in Jefferson Co 16 Jun (CNK); there are 
essentially no other reports from the Big and Little Blue River Valleys. 

Plumbeous Vireo: None were reported; this is a fairly common Pine Ridge 
summer resident. 

Cassin’s Vireo: The report of 2 birds at Bushnell Cem 1 Jun (JGJ, photos) 
comprises the first Nebraska spring record; there is a specimen and a few 
reports in May for the ne. Colorado plains. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Pinyon Jay: Somewhat reclusive in summer, the only report was of 2 harassing a 
Golden Eagle in Long Canyon, Banner Co, 1 Jun (JGJ). 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Black-billed Magpie: Reports were generally gloomy; none were found on a trip 
through Cheny Co 4 Jun (MR) and, after finding only 3, those in Long 
Canyon, Banner Co, the observer noted it “seems like a big time rarity these 
days” (JGJ). Along the same lines, another observer noted that “it seems like 
more get reported from [the area around the Gibbon 1-80 exit] than any other 
spot in the eastern two-thirds of the state.” (RE) 

American Crow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Homed Lark: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Purple Martin: The major roost in Omaha began forming early this summer; 300 
birds were there as early as 5 Jun (JR), surely failed breeders. Numbers 
increased to 600-800 by 14 Jul, 6500 by 21 Jul, and 15,000 by 29 Jul (JR). 
Formerly uncommon in the far s w., numbers appear to be increasing there; 25 
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were at Enders Res 1 Jul (LE), one was at Benkelman 2 Jul (LE), and 2 were at 
Grant 18 Jun (MB). Also uncommon in the cen. and w. Sandhills, 2 were at 
Burwell 11 Jun (LR, RH) and 4 were in Holt Co 28 Jun (JJ). 

Tree Swallow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Violet-green Swallow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine for this common 
summer resident. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Cliff Swallow: First fall aggregation reported was the 300 in Otoe Co 17 Jul 
(LF, SQ). 

Bam Swallow: A pair in Omaha fledged 3 young by 14 Jul and were starting a 
second brood (JR); second broods are fairly common in Nebraska. An early fall 
group was the 260 in Saunders Co 21 Jul (LE). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: This common e. Nebraska species appears to have had a 
decline in numbers in the last few years that has been largely undetected until 
this year, when feeder-watchers noticed absences. In Bellevue, one feeder had 
regular visitors in 2010 through 17 Aug, after which date none were seen; the 
only visit this summer was a brief one 20 Jul (L&BP). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports from the s. and se. in Jun-Jul are unusual, and 
so the presence year-round of at least one bird in a Lincoln yard for the last 4 
years (RE) is of interest; breeding in the area has not been detected, however. 
Three others were reported without long-term observation: singles in Hastings 
2 Jun (PD), Omaha 27 Jun, seen for a few days (NR), and Wauneta 2 Jul (LE). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: This species is a low density summer resident along 
the Platte River Valley west of Hall Co, and so a pair in Lincoln Co 28 Jun 
was considered a “breeding season highlight” (TJW). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: There appears to be a small breeding population in the 
Nebraska National Forest - McKelvie division; 2 were behaving territorially at 
Steer Creek Campground 4 Jun (MR). A pair was in the same area in 2008 
(DH). 

Brown Creeper: No reports were received of this localized summer resident; 
breeding occurs in nw. Nebraska and in se. Washington Co and at FF, 
although the flooding this summer may have affected the eastern two very 
small populations. 

Rock Wren: A pair with 3 young were in Lincoln Co 28 Jun (TJW), where the 
species is fairly common in cedar canyons; the eastern edge of this habitat in 
extreme w. Dawson Co also marks the edge of the Rock Wren breeding range 
in the Platte River Valley. 

Carolina Wren: One at Curtis 14 Jun (TJW) was westerly. A Bellevue yard had 
had nesting Carolina Wrens for several years, but the hard winter of 2009-2010 
apparently caused their demise; another pair was back and nest-building there 
10 Jul, and 4 eggs were in the nest 23 Jul (ARy). 

House Wien: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Sedge Wren: Early to mid-Jun reports, especially in the north, are likely breeding 
birds; such reports were from Keya Paha, Garfield, and Brown Cos 15-24 Jun 
(DH). Fall returnees appear in mid-Jul, and may attempt to breed; first noted 
was one at SCP 14 Jul (KP), and they were “becoming common” at Jack Sinn 
by 30 Jul (TEL). 
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Marsh Wren: This species has recently been shown to follow a similar strategy to 
Sedge Wren. Late Jul returnees, where none were present in summer, may 
attempt to breed; 3 such birds were at the west end of Jack Sinn 30 Jul (TEL). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Sightings continue in areas that have been occupied 
only in the last few years: 2 were in Long Canyon, Banner Co, 1 Jun (JGJ), 
and singles were in Garden Co 11 Jun (AK) and Cedar Co 18 Jun (DH). 

Eastern Bluebird: Nest boxes at ADF fledged 50 young birds, but broods in 3 
boxes were killed by the heat and humidity in Jul (LF, SQ). 

Mountain Bluebird: A group of 100 in s. Scotts Bluff Co 30 Jul was considered 
unusual, and likely due to large numbers of grasshoppers (AK). 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Unexpected was one at Metcalf WMA, Sheridan Co, 12 
Jun (CNK). Migrants depart by late May; there is a handful of breeding 
records, none east of Dawes Co. 

Wood Thrush: This species is essentially unrecorded in summer in the Republican 
River Valley; one at Red Cloud 27 Jun (CNK) appears to be the first such 
record. It has expanded westward in Kansas since 2001, but still only occurs 
in summer west to the longitude of Jefferson Co, Nebraska. 

American Robin: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Gray Catbird: Reports were routine for this common summer resident, somewhat 
less common westward. 

Northern Mockingbird: Fewer are seen in the n. half of the state, and breeding 
records are rare there; one was in Garden Co 11 Jun (AK), 2 were east of 
Antioch 4 Jul (TH, WM), and one was carrying food in Wayne Co 14 Jun 
(DH). 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Cedar Wax wing: Late spring flocks, most in late May, are thought to be long¬ 
distance migrants from s. of the United States; the 50 in Cedar Co 8 Jun (JJ) 
were rather late. 

Chestnut-collared Longspun The northeasterly population in Keya Paha Co 
continues, with a single found 0.5 miles e. of Springview 15 Jun (DH). 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common w. Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Ovenbird: Breeding is unproven in the Loup River drainage, but there are a few 
suggestive reports. This year, one was in Garfield Co 11 Jun (LR, RH). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Reports were routine for this southeastern inhabitant of 
woodland streambeds. 

Blue-winged Warbler: One in Lancaster Co 1 Jun (RSt) was rather late; this is a 
rare spring visitor. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One in Lancaster Co 1 Jun (RSt) was rather late; 
breeding is unknown in recent years away from the Niobrara River Valley and 
Pine Ridge. 

Prothonotary Warbler: None were reported, probably due to extensive flooding 
of its low-lying lower Missouri River Valley riparian habitat this summer. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Migrants linger later in the Panhandle in spring; 
singles were at Kimball City Park 1 Jun (JGJ) and Long Canyon, Banner Co 1 
Jun (JGJ). There are only two later spring dates, 2 and 3 Jun. 

Kentucky Warbler: This species continues to establish itself at FF, with 1-3 
birds reported through 27 Jun (NR, m. ob.). One was at PRSP 14 Jun (JC, 
SS), another location where this species is becoming established. 
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Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common summer 
resident. 

American Redstart: Breeding occurs in the Missouri River Valley generally close 
to the river, with few reports westward; one was in Platte Co 27 Jun (JGJ). 
This species also breeds in the Niobrara River Valley and on the Pine Ridge. 

Cerulean Warbler: This rare edge-of-range species made a showing in FF, with 
probably 2 different territorial males continuing from spring and reported 
through 29 Jun (JR, L&BP, LE, ARy, EA). 

Northern Parula: Westerly was one in Imperial 10-11 Jun (MB); there are 16 
reports for the Panhandle. 

Blackburnian Warbler: One in Kimball City Park 1 Jun (JGJ) was 5th-latest on 
record and the 19th from the Panhandle. 

Yellow Warbler: A nest with 4 eggs was at Jack Sinn 4 Jun (LE), right on time 
for eggs. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: None were reported; this is a fairly 
common summer resident on the Pine Ridge. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon summer 
resident in the lower Missouri River Valley. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Last reported was in Bushnell Cem 1 Jun (JGJ), one of 
several early Jun records for the species. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: An easterly surprise was one at Bowwood WMA, 
Pawnee Co, 8 Jul (LF, SQ), one of very few reports from die east in recent 
years. Elsewhere, birds at the e. edge of the Republican River summer range 
were a healthy 5 in Harlan Co 25 Jun (G&WH) and one near Alma 1 Jun (G& 
WH). 

Spotted Towhee: One near Red Cloud was easterly for the 27 Jun date (CNK); 
most in the eastern Republican River Valley are hybrids. 

Eastern Towhee: One was reported as far west as Frontier Co 13 Jun (RL); 
occasional “pure-Iooking” birds pop up this far west in the Republican River 
Valley. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: This species usually occurs in low numbers in sw. Nebraska 
and northward at isolated locations in the Panhandle, but this year there was a 
major influx, mostly reflected in increased numbers rather than expansion 
beyond areas where the species has occurred in recent years. This influx was 
likely an effect of the major drought in the Southwest, which has been centered 
on the usual summer range of this species. Notable in Nebraska this summer 
were the 33 counted in 6-7 miles of road in Chase Co 11 Jun (MB), first time 
sightings on a BBS route in Keith Co 13 Jun (TJW), 6 on a BBS route in 
Banner Co (KD), and Lincoln Co sightings including as many as 8 birds in a 
sand-sage area s. of North Platte 23 Jun-1 Jul (TJW). The North Platte 
sighting was east of any recent known Nebraska locations. Reports from 
previously-known locations reflected increased numbers, including 3-4 in 
Garden Co, some 18 miles n. of Oshkosh 9 Jun (KS); a BBS route high of 6 
at CLNWR 6 Jul (B&DW); and 2-3 in the LM area 13 Jun (TJW), 15 Jun 
(CNK), and 18 Jun (MB). Strangely, none were found 2 Jul near Benkelman 
(LE) in an area where the species is usually reliably found. The remaining 
reports were from generally unexpected locations: Sioux Co 4 Jul (TH, WM), 5 
Jul (B&DW), and 13 Jul (2, HKH); Scotts Bluff Co 22 Jul (RE); and Morrill 
Co 3 Jun (LJH) and 22 Jun (AK). 
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Chipping Sparrow; Breeding numbers are lowest in the sw.; 2 were at Bartley 
18 Jun (LR, RH). Fall movement begins in mid-Jul; interestingly, these early 
birds are likely post-breeders moving eastward from the Rocky Mountains to 
molt on the Great Plains (TF), whereas Nebraska breeders may not leave until 
later in Aug. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: The only reports of this w. Panhandle sage specialist were 
one nw. of Bushnell 18 Jun (AK) and 2 in n. Banner Co 22 Jun (KD). 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident, less 
common westward. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Lark Sparrow: This species is common westward in drier grasslands; grasshoppers 
were thought to have attracted large numbers to s. Scotts Bluff Co (AK), and 
50+ were in Cherry Co 30 Jun (JJ). 

Lark Bunting: Reports were routine for this common summer resident in the 
west, less common in the n.-central. 

Savannah Sparrow: A breeding population was found in a creek drainage just sw. 
of Hay Springs 12 Jul (WM); Richard Rosche had found them there 19 years 
ago. On 12 Jul, there were 6 present, including one carrying food, and in the 
same general area 20 Jul there were 14 counted, including at least 4 fledged 
young birds (WM). This species is a rare and local summer resident in nw. 
Nebraska. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: A BBS route in n. Banner Co had birds at 23 stops 
instead of the usual 1-2 stops; this was thought to be due to wetter conditions 
this summer in that area (KD). Good numbers were encountered in Cherry Co, 
with 40+ there 1 Jul (JJ). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: The 3 reports were from SCP, a regular location: a singing 
male was photographed 11 Jun (PD, BF), one was seen 14 Jul (KP), and 5 
were found on 30 Jul (JR). 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this resident, slowly expanding its 
summer range southward in Nebraska. 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common central and 
northern Nebraska inhabitant of cattail marshes. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine for this fairly 

common summer resident of the Pine Ridge. 

S umm er Tanager: A pair at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 2 Jun (MUs) may 
establish a new breeding location. Reports otherwise were from established 
breeding locations at FF (1-2; L&BP, JR, LE), PRSP (JC, SS), and ICSP 
(JC, SS, L&BP). 

Scarlet Tanager: The 8 at Schramm SP 26 Jun (TJW) was a good count. 

Western Tanager: Two at Metcalf WMA, Sheridan Co, 12 Jun (CNK) were at the 
east edge of the summer range in Nebraska. 

Northern Cardinal: One at Bridgeport 3 Jun (LJH) continues the series of 
sightings along the North Platte River Valley at this westerly location; only 
the small population in Scotts Bluff Co is farther west. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Two in a Burwell yard 11 Jun along with a Black¬ 
headed Grosbeak (LR, RH, B&KG) were at the west edge of the summer range 
for phenotypically pure Rose-breasteds; the great majority of Pheucticus 
grosbeaks in this part of the state show features of both species. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: See Rose-breasted Grosbeak. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer resident. 
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Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle summer 
resident. 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Dickcissel: The 82 in Seward Co 9 Jul (LE) and 69 in Merrick Co 24 Jul (LE) 
were excellent counts. Numbers were again high in the west, as has been the 
case the last few summers. One BBS route in se. Cherry Co had 35 on 12 Jun 
(CNK), a BBS route high of 12 was found near Crawford 5 Jul (B&DW), and 
there were a “good number” on a CLNWR BBS route 6 Jul (B&DW). Other 
unexpected Panhandle reports were of singles in Garden Co 11 Jun (AK), 
Kimball Co 18 Jun (AK), and Morrill Co 22 Jun (AK). There was a singing 
male in s. Scotts Bluff Co 3-30 Jul (AK), one at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, 
25 Jun (AK), and a yard first at WSR 25 Jun (HKH). 

Bobolink: A fem. was carrying food in Seward Co 2 Jul (JG), and a recently- 
fledged young bird was photographed in Valley Co 30 Jul (BNe fide MB). 
Numbers continue to be good in se. Nebraska, with 11 in Fillmore Co 17 Jun 
(LE), 7 in Otoe Co 22 Jun (LE), and 5 in Saunders Co 1 Jun (CNK). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
summer resident. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common summer resident 
over most of the state. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
summer resident. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: A pair with a nest were in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, 12 
Jun (CNK); other reports were from the s. edge of the breeding range: singles 
in Kimball Co 18 Jun (AK) and Scotts Bluff Co 22 Jun (AK). 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Four fledged young near a nest in Omaha 11 Jun (JR) 
appears to be only the 2nd record of breeding in Omaha; 2 nests were at 
Boystown L in 1977. This species has been present at Smith L WMA, 
Sheridan Co, since 2004; one was there 25 Jun 2011 (AK). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide 
summer resident. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Reports east of the Panhandle are few; surprising were 3 such 
reports from the southwest: singles were in Frontier Co 13 Jun (RL), at 
Wellfleet 1 Jul (LE), and in Chase Co 2 Jul (LE). 

Baltimore Oriole: One was northwesterly at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, 5 Jul 
(B&DW). 

House Finch: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer resident. 

Red Crossbill: The usual group was at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders; 12 were 
there 22 Jul (RE). One was easterly for the date in n.-cen. Cherry Co 12 Jun 
(CNK), while scattered groups were reported away from the breeding range: 8 
were at the Gordon Cem 12 Jun (CNK), 4 in ne. Sioux Co 14 Jun (CNK), and 
4 at Imperial 18 Jun (MB). 
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Pine Siskin: Last reported from the east were 2 at a Bellevue feeder 12 Jun (L& 
BP) and one at a Lancaster Co feeder 9 Jun (R&SW, photo). Such late out-of- 
range birds breed on occasion, but neither of these sightings suggested 
breeding. 

Lesser Goldfinch: None were reported, surprising in view of the numerous 
Panhandle summer reports the last few summers. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide summer 
resident. 


2010 (22nd) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 

Compiled by Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street, Box 316 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 

The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010). The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website www.NOUbirds.org . 

All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 


State List: 

The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 (NOU 
1988) and has been updated three times (NOURC 1997, 2004 , 2009a). The “Official 
List” has been appended twenty times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 1991; 
Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2009a, 2009b; Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). 

The American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, 

Seventh Edition (1998) and its following supplements: (AOU: 2000, 2002, 2003, 
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010), contain many taxonomic changes 
affecting North American birds. 
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The following summarizes all 2010 revisions by the AOU in regards to changes 
in scientific names and changes in assignments to family and order of species to the 
most recent published “The Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 
2009a, 



This report includes all accounts submitted during the 2010 calendar year 
covering 73 records with accession numbers 1319-1391. 


Criteria for Accepted Records: 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor are required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010). Records in the following 
categories are classified as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of 

the same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 


same bird exist 


Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 

This report summarizes all records accessioned in 2010, discusses any new 
additions to die state list, and reports any changes in firmness of data of Nebraska 
birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, as 
determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2001-2010. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NOURC 2009a): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 

Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 

Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 

Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 

Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 

The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 8 
of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt most 
appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to “The Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009a). 


2010 Additions to State List: 

There was one new species added in 2010. 

1. Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla ), Accidental, Class I-P. 
Insert after Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea ). 
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With this addition, the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” now stands at 455 
species. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 
and/or Changes in English or Scientific Names Based on AOU 2010 

The following changes are made in the taxonomic order in the “Official List of 
the Birds of Nebraska”. 

1. The two forms of Black Scoter are now regarded as full species: Common 
Scoter (Melanitta nigra ) in the Old World and Black Scoter ( Melanitta americana ) in 
the New World, the latter being the species found in Nebraska. 

2. The family Ardeidae (Bitterns, Herons, and Egrets) and the family 
Threskiomithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills) are removed from the order Ciconiiformes 
and are placed in the order Pelecaniformes, taxonomically after the family 
Pelecanidae (Pelicans). 

3. The families Fregatidae (Frigatebirds), Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants), and 
Anhingidae (Darters) are removed from the order Pelecaniformes and placed in the 
new order Suliformes, which follows the order Ciconiiformes in the taxonomic 
sequence. 

4. A new family Pandionidae (Osprey) is created and is placed after the family 
Cathartidae (New World Vultures) in the new order Accipitriformes. 

5. Whip-poor-will has been split into the Eastern Whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus 
vociferns), which breeds in eastern North America, and the Mexican Whip-poor-will 
(Caprimulgus arizonae) of the montane pine forests of the southwestern United 
States, Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Eastern Whip-poor-will is a 
common regular breeder and spring and fall migrant east, rare central (Sharpe et al. 
2001). Unconfirmed reports from Colorado and Montana may be the Mexican 
Whip-poor-will. To date Nebraska has no accepted records for Mexican Whip-poor- 
will. 


6. Although involving no change to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 
2009” (NOURC 2009a), Winter Wren in North America has been split into two 
species; the eastern form retains the name Winter Wren ( Troglodytes hiemaiis), while 
the western form is now called Pacific Wren ( Troglodytes pacificus). The two 
species are best separated by vocalization, but they do differ visually as well (Toews 
and Irwin 2008). To date Nebraska has no accepted records for Pacific Wren, while 
Winter Wren status is described as “Uncommon regular spring mid fall migrant east, 
rare casual central and west. Rare regular winter visitor east, rare casual central and 
west.” (Sharpe et al. 2001) 

7. A new family Polioptilidae (Gnatcatchers) is created and placed after the 
family Troglodytidae (Wrens). 


8. Blue-winged Warbler ( Vermivora pinus) becomes Vermivora cyanoptera 
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9. Tennessee Warbler ( Vermivora peregrina) becomes Oreothlypis peregrina. 

10. Orange-crowned Warbler ( Vermivora celata ) becomes Oreothlypis celata 

11. Nashville Warbler ( Vermivora ruficapilla ) becomes Oreothlypis ruficapilla. 

12. Virginia's Warbler ( Vermivora virginiae) becomes Oreothlypis virginiae . 

13. Northern Waterthrush ( Seiurus noveboracensis) becomes 
Parkesia noveboracensis . 

14. Louisiana Waterthrush (Seiurus motacilla) becomes Parkesia motacilla. 

15. Cassin's Sparrow (Aimophila cassinii ) becomes Peucaea cassinii. 

16. McCown’s Longspur ( Calcarius mccownii) becomes 
Rhynchophanes mccownii . 

17. Longspurs and Snow Buntings are moved from the family Emberizidae 
(Emberizids) to the family Calcariidae (Longspurs and Snow Buntings), and will 
precede the family Parulidae (Wood-Warblers) with the following sequence: 

Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus ) 

Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius omatus) 

Smith's Longspur (Calcarius pictus ) 

McCown's Longspur (Rhynchophanes mccownii) 

Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis ). 


2010 Changes in Frequency of Occurrence: 

1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis ) changed from 
Accidental to Casual. 

2. Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus ) changed from Casual to Accidental. 

3. Red Knot (Calidris canutus) changed from Casual to Accidental. 

4. Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) changed from Casual to Accidental. 

5. Little Gull (Hydrocoloeus minutus) changed from Casual to Accidental. 

6. Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii ) changed from Casual to 
Accidental. 

7. Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri ) changed from Casual to 
Accidental. 
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2010 Changes in Firmness of Data: 

1. Eurasian Collared-Dove ( Streptopelia decaocto) changed from Class I-P to Class I- 

S. A male bird salvaged (WJM) in Ashland, Saunders Co., 06 May 2010, is 
now a specimen at the University of Nebraska State Museum (# ZM-18422). 

2. Hermit Warbler ( Dendroica occidentals) changed from Class III to Class I-P. 


Pre-2010 Accepted Records: 

Common Crane ( Grus grus ) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class UP, JF) northwest of North Platte, 
Lincoln Co., 12 March 2009. Accession # 1322. 

Long-tailed Jaeger ( Stercorarius longicaudus ) 

1. A written report (Class III, SJD) was received of a light morph adult bird 
observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 19 September 2001. Accession # 
1332. 

2. A photograph (Class I-P, SJD) was received of an adult Long-tailed Jaeger in 
alternate plumage observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 09 June 2008. 
Accession # 1333. 

Bewick’s Wren ( Thryomanes bewickii ) 

1. A series of photographs (Class I-P, BM) were received of a single bird in 
Scotts Bluff Co., 27 January 2009. Accession #1371. 


2010 Accepted Records: 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis ) 

1. A pair of birds was photographed (Class I-P, CC) at Pioneers Park Nature 
Center, Lancaster Co., 14 May 2010. Accession # 1345. 

2. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, BD) on a small pond in 
Omaha (144th & F), Douglas County, 04 September, 2010. The bird was not 
banded and had intact hind toes. Accession # 1369. 

Neotropic Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 

1. A single bird was observed and described (Class III, JR) at Branched Oak 
Lake, Lancaster Co., 15 May 2010. Accession # 1342. 

Glossy Ibis ( Plegadis falcinellus ) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P; CG) north of Mitchell, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 02 May 2010. Accession # 1327. 

2. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) on a private wetland in Clay 
Co., 30 April, 2010. Accession # 1328. 

3. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at Straight Water WMA, 
Seward Co., 03 May 2010. Accession # 1329. 

4. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at North Lake Basin WMA, 
Seward Co., 03 May 2010. Accession # 1330. 
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5. Photographs (Class I-P, CG) were received of an adult bird in northern Garden 
Co., 29 April 2010. Accession # 1334. 

6. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P; CG) at the Rd. 181 
intersection with Hwy. 2, Sheridan Co., 06 May 2010. Accession # 1335. 

7. A written description (Class III, WF) was received of an adult bird in western 
Fillmore Co., 30 June 2010. Accession # 1350. 

Yellow Rail ( Cotumicops noveboracensis) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III, CK) southeast of the NRD offices at 
Wehrspann Lake, Sarpy Co., 04 October, 2010. Accession # 1363. 

King Rail ( Rallus elegans) 

1. An adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, KS) at LaPlatte wetlands, Sarpy 
Co., 24 July 2010. Accession # 1352. 

Common Crane ( Grus grus) 

1. A single adult bird was photographed (Class I-P, VC) near Muskrat Run 
WMA, Lincoln Co., 18 March 2010. Accession # 1323. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper ( Calidris acuminata ) 

1. A single juvenile bird was observed (Class III, JJ) at Cottonwood WPA, 
Phelps Co., 06 October 2010. Accession #1391. 

Black-legged Kittiwake ( Rissa tridactyla) 

1. A first winter bird was photographed (Class I-P, JJ) at Branched Oak Lake 
near Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 30 November 2010. Accession # 1383. 

2. A first winter bird was photographed (Class I-P, MN) below Gavins Pt. Dam, 
Cedar Co., 08 December 2010. Accession # 1388. 

Ross's Gull ( Rbodostethia rosea ) 

1. A “very pink” adult in non-breeding plumage was videotaped (Class I-P, 
MAB) on Lake Yankton, Cedar Co., 26 November 2010. Accession # 1379. 

2. Additional photographs (Class I-P, GS) of the above bird were submitted. 
Accession # 1380. 

3. Additional photographs (Class I-P, KJ) of the above bird taken on 27 
November were submitted. Accession #1381. 

4. Another series of photographs (Class I-P, DB) of the above bird taken on 28 
November 2010 was submitted. Accession # 1382. 

5. An additional series of photographs (Class I-P, TS) of the above bird taken 01 
December 2010 was submitted. Accession # 1384. 

6. A single photograph (Class I-P, RD) of the above bird taken 06 December 
2010 was submitted. Accession # 1385. 

7. Additional frames of a videotape (Class I-P, MS) of the above bird taken on 
05-06 November 2010 were submitted. Accession # 1386. 

8. An adult in non-breeding plumage was video-taped (Class I-P, JJ) at Branched 
Oak Lake near Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 03 December 2010. Accession # 1387. 

The above represent the 2nd and 3rd NOURC accepted occurrences for this 
species in Nebraska. 
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Long-tailed Jaeger ( Stercorarius longicaudus) 

1. A single intermediate-morph juvenile was observed and photographed (Class I- 
P, PS) at Winter’s Creek Lake, Scotts Bluff Co., 18-19 September 2010. 
Accession # 1358. 

2. A written description (Class III, WRS) was received by the second observer of 
the above bird. Accession # 1359. 

White-eyed Vireo ( Vireo griseus ) 

1. A written description (Class III, CK) was received of a singing adult male in 
northwestern Johnson Co., 02 May 2010. Accession # 1346. 

2. A westward adult bird was observed (Class III, MAB) at Imperial, Chase Co., 
03 October 2010. Accession # 1362. 

Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla ) 

1. A written description (Class III, LE) was received by the initial observer of a 
single bird observed at Holmes Lake in Lincoln, 08 November 2010. Accession 
# 1378. 

2. Photographs (Class I-P, JJ) of the above bird observed on 11 November 2010 
were received. Accession # 1373. 

3. Additional photographs (Class I-P, PR) of the above bird observed on 12 
November 2010 were received. Accession# 1374. 

4. A videotape (Class I-P, MAB) with vocalizations of the above bird observed 
on 13 November 2010 was received. Accession # 1375. 

5. Additional photographs (Class I-P, PS) of the above bird observed on 13 
November 2010 were received. Accession # 1376. 

6. An additional photograph (Class I-P, JMu) of the above bird observed on 15 
November 2010 was received. Accession # 1377. 

7. Additional photographs (Class I-P, AB) of the above bird observed on 24 
December 2010 were received. Accession # 1389. 

The above represent the first NOURC accepted occurrence for this species in 
Nebraska. 

Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) 

1. A photograph (Class I-P, PR) was received of an adult male near Blair, 
Washington Co., 01 January 2010. Accession # 1319. 

2. An additional photograph (Class I-P, PS) of the above bird observed on 05 
January 2010 was received. Accession # 1320. 

Smith's Longspur ( Calcarius pictus) 

1. A lone bird was photographed (Class I-P, GW) at Spring Creek Prairie, 
Lancaster Co., 01 April 2010. Accession # 1324. 

Hermit Warbler ( Dendroica occidentalis) 

1. An adult female was photographed (Class I-P, CG) at Crescent Lake NWR, 
Garden Co., 21 May 2010. Accession # 1340. 

This represents the 2nd NOURC accepted record and the 1st photographic record 
for this species in Nebraska. 
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Pine Warbler ( Dendroica pinus ) 

1. A detailed description (Class III, JM) was received of an adult male observed 
in Pioneers Park in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 13 April 2010. Accession # 1336. 

2. A photograph (Class I-P, DL) of the above bird (taken later on the same day) 
was received. Accession # 1326. 

Baird’s Sparrow ( Ammodramus bairdii) 

1. A written description (Class III, TH) was received of three singing males 
observed along Sugar Loaf Road in the Oglala National Grasslands, Sioux Co., 
14-16 May 2010. Accession # 1355. 

2. A singing male from the above location was photographed (Class I-P, PS) on 
16 May 2010. Accession # 1338. 

Cassin’s Finch ( Carpodacus cassinii) 

1. A hatch-year bird was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, CW) at 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 13 September 2010. Accession # 1356. 

Lesser Goldfinch ( Spmus psaltria ) 

1. A “black-backed” male was photographed (Class I-P, CG) at Crescent Lake 
NWR, Garden Co., 27 May 2010. Accession # 1343. 

2. One was netted, banded, and photographed (Class I-P, CW) at Wildcat Hills 
SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 13 September 2010. Accession # 1364 

Evening Grosbeak ( Coccothraustes vespertinus) 

1. Two birds (of a group of 28) were photographed (Class I-P, TH) at Camp 
Norwesca, Dawes Co., 15 May 2010. Accession # 1353. 

2. Photographs (Class I-P, JMu) were received of at least one male and one 
female (from above group) on the same date. Accession # 1354. 

3. An adult male was photographed (Class I-P, VC) north of North Platte, 
Lincoln Co., 04 November 2010. Accession # 1370. 

Unaccepted Records: 

Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 2010): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification 
claimed. 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's non-acceptance of the 
record. 

Unaccepted Records (Received in 2010): 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck ( Dendrocygna autumnalis ) 

1. An adult bird was videotaped flying over Harvard WPA, Clay Co., 06 June 
2010. Accession# 1347. 
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2. Additional photographs of the Harvard WPA bird, from the same date, were 
also received. Accession # 1348. 

Independent identification by two qualified observers leave little doubt as to the 
authenticity of the above records; however, several committee members felt the 
photographic evidence presented (in both cases) was lacking in quality for stand¬ 
alone identification, and both records were classified as a Class IV. Neither 
record was accompanied with a written description. 

Garganey ( Anas querquedula) 

1. A written report was received of a group of three males and two females in a 
large backwater of the Calamus River in Loup Co.; 30 March 2010. Accession 
# 1325. The brevity of the sighting, lack of certain details, especially in 
describing the females, number of birds, and provenance were all factors listed 
for non-approval by some committee members. 

Neotropic Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax brasilianus ) 

1. A photograph of a single bird among several Double-crested Cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax auritus ) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 15 May 2010 was 
considered lacking in diagnostic detail for approval. Accession # 1337. 

Laughing Gull ( Leucophaeus atricilla ) 

1. A description of an adult in winter plumage observed at Branched Oak Lake 
near Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 11 November 2010 was considered lacking in 
diagnostic detail for approval by several committee members. Accession # 
1372. 


Non-Review List Records Submitted in 2010: Filed Without Votes 

The following records are of species not on the NOURC Review List. They 
have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non-normal date of 
occurrence, unusual nesting record, etc.) and filed without NOURC votes. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye ( Bucephala islandlca ) 

1. A photograph (TJW) of an adult male, south of North Platte, Lincoln Co., 21 
January 2010 was filed. Accession #1321. 

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentiiis) 

1. A photograph (DL) of a juvenile bird with “a large open wound on the wing - 
suspected gunshot” near Valley, Douglas Co., 17 October 2010 was filed. 
Accession # 1365. 

Sandhill Crane ( Grus canadensis) 

1. A written description (JD) of an observation of an adult pair of cranes with 
one juvenile, indicating “potential breeding success” at County Line WPA, 
Fillmore Co., 31 August 2010 was received. Accession # 1357. 

Whooping Crane ( Grus americana) 

1. A written description was received (GC) of two adult birds on the Niobrara 
River, southwest of Niobrara, Knox Co., 23 October, 2010. Accession # 1366. 
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2. Possibly the same birds as above, two adults were photographed (MAB) at 
the confluence of the Niobrara and Missouri Rivers, Knox Co., 29 October, 
2010. Accession # 1367. 

3. Photographs (SS) were received of three birds at Hedgefield WMA, southwest 
of Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 27 October, 2010. Accession # 1368. 

California Gull ( Laras califomicus) 

1. A written description (LH) of an adult bird observed near the Gering sewage 
lagoons during the Scottsbluff Christmas Bird Count, Scotts Bluff Co., 18 
December 2010 was filed. Accession # 1390. 

Great Black-backed Gull ( Larus marinus) 

1. A photograph (KD) of an adult bird at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 24 
September 2010 was filed. Accession# 1360. 

The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl ( Aegolius acadicus) 

1. A photograph (JS) of a juvenile bird found just west of Chadron State Park, 
Dawes Co., 05 July 2010 was filed. Accession # 1351. 

Yellow-throated Vireo ( Vireo ftavifrons) 

1. Representing one of the few Panhandle records, a photograph (CG) of an adult 
male at Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., 18 May 2010 was filed. Accession # 
1339. 

Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) 

1. A written description (MAB) of a westward adult female observed below 
Enders Reservoir, Chase Co., 02-03 October 2010 was filed. Accession # 1361. 

Northern Parula ( Dendroica americana) 

1. A photograph (CG) of a westward bird at Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., 
27 May 2010 was filed. Accession # 1344. 

White-crowned Sparrow ( Zonotrichia ieucophrys ) 

1. A photograph (CG) of a single bird found summering north of Crescent Lake 
NWR, Garden Co., 19 June 2010 was filed. Accession # 1349. 

Summer Tanager ( Piranga rubra ) 

1. Photographs (LK) of an extralimital adult male observed near Loup City, 
Sherman Co., 03 May 2010 were filed. Accession #1331. 

2. Representing one of the few Panhandle records, a photograph (CG) of an 
adult female at Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., 18 May 2010 was filed. 
Accession # 1341. 

Corrections to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009.” 

(NOURC 2009a) 

Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera ) should be listed as Casual. 
Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera ) should be listed as Regular. 
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Correction to the “2009 (21st) Report of the NOU Records 
Committee.” (Brogie 2009b) 

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus ) 

The additional photographs (Class f-P, PD) of the Lincoln County bird were 
taken on 29 June, 2009, instead of the stated July date. Accession # 1292. 
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2011 BALD EAGLE {Hcdiaeetus leucocephdus ) 
STATEWIDE NESTING SURVEY 


Joel G. Jorgensen 1,3 , Lisa Yager 2 , Lauren R. Dinan 1 

'Nongame Bird Program, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln, NE, 
68503 

National Park Service, Missouri National Recreational River, Yankton, SD, 57078. 
Corresponding author: joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 


The Bald Eagle (Hcdiaeetus leucocephdus ) was extirpated as a breeding species in 
Nebraska for most of the 20th Century. Nebraska’s first active, successful, modem 
Bald Eagle nest was near Valley, Douglas County, in 1991 (Farrar 1991). Jorgensen 
et al. (2010) summarized modem Bald Eagle nesting records in Nebraska from 1950 
to 2009. Jorgensen et al. (2010) noted the highest annual count of active nests was 
54 in 2007. In this note we summarize the 2011 Bald Eagle nesting records in 
Nebraska. 



Nests Surveyed —+— Nests Active 


Figure 1. Number of Bald Eagle nests surveyed (dashed line) and number of 
active nests (solid line) in Nebraska from 1987-2011. 
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METHODS 

Bald Eagle nesting data was compiled from formal surveys conducted by the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, National Park Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Platte River Recovery 
Implementation Program and trained volunteers. These data were supplemented 
with information from the public. Jorgensen et al. (2010) described additional 
survey methods, and the 2011 survey followed those methods, with the following 
exceptions. We increased survey effort in 2011 in much of the state compared to 
previous years. Effort was increased in the Loup River system in 2011 by 
systematically driving roads that followed this river In March and April. We used 
this approach on the entire Loup River, the Middle Loup River upstream to Loup 
City, Sherman County, and the North Loup River upstream to Taylor, Loup County. 
Comprehensive survey efforts were limited on the Missouri River due to flooding; 
however, monitoring will resume in the future. Productivity was not determined due 
to the increasing number of Bald Eagles and limited personnel resources. 



Fi gure 2. Spatial distribution of active Bald Eagle nests in Nebraska in 2011. 


RESULTS 

In 2011, we surveyed ninety-five Bald Eagle nests, which are distinctive because of 
their large size. A record ninety nests were determined to be active (Figure 1). Of 
the ninety active nests, thirty-eight nests were documented for the first time during 
the 2011 breeding season. Active nests were distributed across the state with highest 
concentrations in eastern Nebraska along the Lower Platte and Loup Rivers (Figure 
2). In 2011, active Bald Eagle nests were recorded in 44% of all Nebraska counties 
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(n=93). Almost 50% of the active nests (n=44) were east of Lincoln and Cherry 
Counties along the Platte and Loup River systems. 


DISCUSSION 

The number of nesting Bald Eagles in Nebraska continues to increase, and a record 
(90) number of active nests was observed in 2011. The previous record was 54 
active nests in 2007. The size of the increase in 2011 was believed to be due in part 
to increased survey effort. Indeed, systematic nest surveys along the Loup River 
system yielded eight nests that were previously unknown. The number of nests 
found per year over the 20-year period increased by an average of 4.5 nests per year. 
Our results from 2011 suggest that the number of eagle nests in Nebraska may not 
have peaked. The question is at what point will the increase begin to slow or level 
off as nesting habitat is increasingly occupied. Additional survey work will yield the 
answer as long as resources are available to conduct such efforts. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2011 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

Overall, this fall migration was routine (waterfowl, warblers, sparrows), but there 
were a few unexpected highlights. The flooded Missouri River Valley provided 
habitat that led to some amazing fall counts: 3000 pelicans, 5700 coots, 338 
American Golden-Plovers, and 1200 Pectoral Sandpipers. The 10,000 cormorants at 
Harlan County Reservoir may not have been affected by the Missouri River 
flooding, and were a record count also. While we’re talking numbers, the martin 
roost in Omaha topped out at 50,000-55,000, and seasonal totals of 4 Red-necked 
Grebes and 15 Philadelphia Vireos for the state, 34 Mississippi Kites over Ogallala 
(it's often hard to find one), and 45 Lesser Goldfinches banded at Wildcat Hills 
Nature Center were interesting tallies. 

Surprising many was the rare occurrence of4000-5000 Sandhill Cranes lingering 
late into fall; the reports of 5 Snowy Owls before the end of the period also was a 
hint of what might follow. Also surprising was the low number of Black-capped 
Chickadees reported in south-central Nebraska; the NOU meeting held at Audubon 
Rowe Sanctuary reported chickadees in only one of the 12 counties covered by 
participants. 

And, of course, there is always the weird. Two species of vagrant psittacids were 
reported, neither a threat to our native birds: a Rosy-faced Lovebird and a 
Budgerigar. One reporter found a Burrowing Owl on the grounds of an Omaha 
Lowes store (strange enough), but a subsequent reporter, looking for the owl, turned 
up a Smith's Longspur in the same place. Maybe I’ve been trying too hard for the 
Smith's! And finally, a Rufous Hummingbird appeared in a Lincoln yard in mid- 
Sep and stayed there all fall until it was captured on 10 Nov and sent to 
hummingbird heaven at the Henry Doorly Zoo. 


ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 
Cem: Cemetery 
Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
fern: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
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juv: juvenile 
L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

Res: Reservoir 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 

WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co 


GAZETTEER 
Chadron SP: Dawes Co 

Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos 
Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska 


OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: A1 Reyer, Bellevue 

B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Bob Gerten, Burwell 

BW: Bruce Wendorff, Lincoln 

CH: Carr Heaney, Omaha 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 

CW: Colin Woolley, Portland, OR 

D&JP: Don & Jan Paseka, Ames 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DR: Dean Rosenthal, Fairbury 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom 

EB: Elaine Bachel, Lincoln 

G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 
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GJ: Gail Johnson, Warminster, PA 

GN: Greg Neuman, Seward 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell 

JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JED: James E. Ducey, Lincoln 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLL: Jeanine L, Lackey, Doniphan 

JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 

JS: John Schukman, Leavenworth, KS 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha 

KC: Kenneth Carnes, Lincoln 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Minden 

L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 

LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LE; Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LF: Laurence Falk, Nebraska City 

LJH: Luke Hamilton, Lewellen 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MC: Mary Clausen, Bellevue 

MCv: Matthew Cvetas, Evanston, IL 

MH: Michael Hague, Chadron and GA 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PS: Phil Swanson, Papillion 

R&SW: Susan & Ron Whitney, Lincoln 

RB: Rob Bogardus, McCook 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 

RM: Robert Manning, Omaha 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 

SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 

TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 

TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One that summered in Douglas Co was still 
present 18 Sep (JM); there are very few such reports from the east. Best count 
was an excellent 1000 in Lancaster Co 26 Oct (WF). 

Snow Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Ross's Goose: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 

Cackling Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Trumpeter Swan: One of the Ravenna breeding pair (see summer report) was still 
present 18 Sep (LR, RH). 

Tundra Swan: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant, perhaps now 
overlooked, given the more numerous migratory Trumpeters. 

Wood Duck: An impressive count of 48 at Jack Sinn 4 Aug (LE) was probably a 
group of adults and hatch-year birds; flocks begin to form in Aug. A similar 
but westerly group was the 22 at Broken Bow SL 3 Sep (TH). 

Gadwall: The 200+ in Lincoln Co 14 Sep (JJ) were early for a large number; 
migrants usually appear in mid-Sep in smaller numbers. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

American Black Duck: None were reported of this rare but regular fall migrant. 

Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant in the west. 

Northern Shoveler: The 1500 at BOL 8 Nov (JGJ) was a good tally; fall highs 
are in the 1700-2000 range. 

Northern Pintail: One in Saunders Co 4 Sep (LE) was a bit early; migrants 
appear in mid-Sep most years. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Canvasback: One in Clay Co 24 Sep (CNK) was rather early; migrants usually 
arrive in Oct. 

Redhead: One in Sherman Co 24 Sep (LE) was a bit early; migration usually 
begins in late Sep. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Greater Scaup: The only reports were of 2-3 at Oak L, Lincoln, 6-8 Nov (JGJ, 
LE). This is a rare fall migrant, with far fewer reported in fall than spring. 

Lesser Scaup: The 2000 at BOL 8 Nov (JGJ) was 2nd-highest fall count on 
record; high is 3450. 

Surf Scoter This was a good fall for this species, with at least 9 reported, all fern/ 
imm types: 2 were in Pierce Co 20 Oct (JJ), 2-3 were at BOL 30 Oct (JGJ, 
GR), another was near Niobrara 2 Nov (MB), singles (same bird?) were at 
CBL 11-29 Nov (LE, JGJ), and 2 were at GPD 25 Nov (MB). 

White-winged Scoter: At least 5 were reported, including an ad male at GPD 26 
Nov (BFH); the others were fem/imm types: 1-2 were at CBL 11-28 Nov 
(JGJ, DL, LE, RSt, EB), one at BOL 16 Nov (JGJ), and one at HL 23-30 
Nov (DL, MUs, LE, JGJ, RE). 

Black Scoter: None were reported, surprising in that this species has been 
numerous the last few falls. 

Long-tailed Duck: The only reports were of one at BOL 16 Nov (JGJ) and 6 at 
GPD 25 Nov (MB); the latter ties the 2nd-highest count on record. High is 
11 . 
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Bufflehead: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Two in Morrill Co 24 Oct (LJH) were rather early; earliest 
dates are around 20 Oct. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: None were reported; this is a rare but regular winter visitor 
in the west. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Common Merganser: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Red-breasted Merganser: One at BOL 29 Oct (LE) was rather early, and a good 
count was the 28 at BOL 20 Nov (JGJ). High fall count is 137. 

Ruddy Duck: The 1186 in Lancaster Co 29 Oct (LE) was an excellent count. 
High is 1500. A fem in Hall Co 12 Aug (JLL) was early at a non-breeding 
location. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports were routine for this virtually statewide resident. 

Gray Partridge: None were reported; this species is currently at a low ebb in 
numbers. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern and 
western resident. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best count was an impressive 104 in Custer and 
Lincoln Cos 27 Nov (TJW). Seven in Merrick Co 16 Oct (LR, RH) were a 
little southeasterly for the Sandhills population, and may have been following 
this species’ well-known propensity for moving southeast in late fall. 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Pacific Loon: Two were reported after being absent from the state the last few 
falls. Singles were at PL 22-24 Oct (MB, RSt, GR) and at CBL 8 Nov (LE). 

Common Loon: An injured imm was treated and released at HL 1 Aug and seen 
there through 21 Aug (JGJ, m. ob.). Summering imms are rare eastward, but 
regular in the west. Elsewhere, numbers were higher than in most falls; 15 
were at BOL 8 Nov (JGJ). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Good numbers were reported, including 190 in Lancaster Co 
29 Oct (LE) and 100-120 at Carter L, Douglas Co, 18 Oct (CNK). High 
counts, however, are 475+. 

Homed Grebe: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Red-necked Grebe: A surprising 4 were reported, all singles; these were at BOL 
28-30 Oct (DL, RSt, GR), HL 29 Oct (LE), PL 29 Oct (LE), and LO 3 Nov 
(KS). This species has been reported more often in recent years. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Western Grebe: Reports were routine for this fall migrant, which is abundant in 
the west and uncommon in the east. 

Clark's Grebe: None were reported for this rare fall migrant. 

Neotropic Cormorant: There were 2 reports of this casual summer visitor, only 
the 15th and 16th for the state. One was in Harlan Co 23-24 Sep (CNK, JJ), 
the other in Sherman Co 23 Sep (LE). 

Double-crested Cormorant: A near-record 10,000 were gathered at HCR, a 
favored staging area, 14 Oct (G&WH); high is 12,000, also at HCR. 

American White Pelican: The severe flooding in the Missouri River Valley 
provided excellent conditions for waterbirds as the waters receded; a record fall 
count of 3000 were in eastern Washington Co 19 Sep (NR). 

American Bittern: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 
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Least Bittern: The only report of this rare summer resident was of one rather late 
in Clay Co 23 Sep (CNK). 

Great Blue Heron: Groups of migrants are rarely noted or reported; 26 were 
flying south over Dakota Co 17 Sep (BFH). 

Great Egret: Fewer are reported in the west; 2 were in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Sep 
(KD). 

Snowy Egret: A total of 14, typical for fall, was reported through 24 Sep (m. 
ob.), including 8 in Clay Co 15 Aug (JGJ). 

Little Blue Heron: The only reports of this rare summer visitor were of 1-2 ads 
at Kissinger Basin WPA, Clay Co, 15 Aug (JGJ) and 28 Aug (LR, RH). 
Most late summer birds are imms. 

Cattle Egret: The 250 in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Sep (KD) was a good count; 6 at 
BOL 29 Oct (LE) were tardy. 

Green Heron: Singles in Scotts Bluff Co 9 Sep (AD) and Morrill Co 7 Aug (LJH) 
were westerly, where uncommon. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall 
migrant. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: One in a not-often-seen imm plumage was 
photographed in the eastern RWB 24 Sep (PD). Reports after Aug are few; 
late dates are in early Oct. 

Glossy Ibis: Observers may be jaded by the numbers seen in recent years and may 
not be searching for this species as much; only one was reported, in Clay Co 
15 Aug (JGJ). 

White-faced Ibis: Uncommon in the east in fall, one was in Saunders Co 4 Sep 
(LE). 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Osprey: One in Sherman Co 3 Aug (WF) was likely a young non-breeder. 
Migrants appear in mid-Aug. The 8 at HCR 16 Sep (JJ) was a good count; 
high is 26. 

Mississippi Kite: The population at Ogallala is doing very well; the 8+ nests 
this summer, along with non-breeding imms, would account for the amazing 
34 seen overhead 2 Sep (JO). Elsewhere, reports were widespread, most 
apparently fall dispersers and migrants, although a juv was well-described in 
extreme northern Kearney Co 26 Aug (WF); 12 were at a roost in McCook 10 
Sep (RB, photo), and about 14 others were reported statewide (m. ob.), 
including 3 record late near Genoa 1 Oct (SM). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One carefully studied in Saline Co 17 Aug (CNK) was 
rather early. Another was in Nebraska City 2 Sep (LF, SQ). 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare Panhandle resident and fall 
migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: After some signs of increasing numbers in recent years, 
this fall the only report was of a dispersing bird as far west as Lincoln Co 27 
Aug (TJW). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Two ads with a juv at Hummel Park, Omaha, 17 Aug (JR, 
JED) were suggestive of local breeding, a rare occurrence in the Missouri 
River Valley. One in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Sep (KD) was only the 12th 
Panhandle fall record. 
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Swainson's Hawk: Of interest was a fledgling banded in California that was also 
carrying a transmitter and was seen in the Sioux City area in mid-Sep (fide 
MC). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine for this common resident and fall 
migrant. 

Ferruginous Hawk: One in Kearney Co 23 Sep (D&JP) was about on schedule 
for fall migrants eastward. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant 
and winter resident. 

Golden Eagle: Easterly was a sub-ad over Sarpy Co 23 Oct (L&BP); a few are 
reported in the Missouri River Valley each fall. 

Crested Caracara: A convincing report of one seen twice feeding on roadkill in 
Seward Co 20-21 Aug (GN) has been referred to the NOU Records 
Committee; it would be a first record for Nebraska if accepted. Probably of 
significance relative to this report was the sighting of one in Washington Co, 
Kansas, about 120 miles south of Seward Co, Nebraska. 

American Kestrel: reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Merlin: One near Niobrara 24 Aug (MB) was rather early; fall arrival is in mid- 
Aug. The wintering subspecies in Nebraska, Falco columbarius richardsonii , 
was represented by one near Creighton 2 Nov (MB). 

Peregrine Falcon: The 4 in Knox Co 8 Oct (MB) was a fall high count. 

Prairie Falcon: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant eastward. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 

Sora: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

American Coot: Fourth-highest fall tally on record was the 5700 at Carter L, 
Omaha, 28 Oct (JED). 

Sandhill Crane: Most are gone by mid-Nov, and so a major surprise was the 
presence of large numbers in the central Platte River Valley at least into late 
Nov; 4000-5000 were lingering in Hall Co as late as 25 Nov (JLL). Their 
feeding and roosting behavior was similar to that seen during their March 
stopover (LR, RH). Whether these birds are merely lingering because of mild 
conditions without snow cover or have returned from their usual wintering 
areas in the southwest United States due to drought-induced food source 
reduction there is unclear. 

Whooping Crane: About 35 were detected as they passed through the state 20 
Oct-13 Nov, as expected (fide JGJ). 

Black-bellied Plover: Two in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Oct (KD) were considered 
noteworthy for fall. 

American Golden-Plover: Fewer pass through Nebraska in fall than in spring, 
and most are juvs, arriving around 1 Sep. A major surprise was the large 
numbers that appeared in flooded agricultural fields in southeastern 
Washington Co in late Oct. On 25 Oct a near-record 338 were tallied (JR, 
JED, CNK), and 150+ were there 28 Oct (NR, JJ). Also on 28 Oct, 152 were 
in Douglas Co (JED). 

Semipalmated Plover: The 32 near Niobrara 29 Aug (MB) was a record fall 
count. 

Piping Plover: A juv in Platte Co 29 Sep (PD) was rather late, and one in Knox 
Co 8 Oct (MB) was 4th-latest on record. 

Killdeer: Best count was a moderate 332 in Douglas Co 28 Oct (JED). 

Mountain Plover: None were reported of this rare southern Panhandle resident. 
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Black-necked Stilt: The nesting birds at a flooded field in Dakota Co (see 
summer report) were still present 27 Aug, when an ad and 3 24-day-old juvs 
were seen (BFH, JJ, LE). Of 2 nests started, one had dried out and the other 
had 4 eggs by 2 Aug (BFH); the first downy young was seen 6 Aug and 2 in 
juv plumage were present 6 Aug (BFH). There are only about 15 reports 
after 11 Aug, and so tardy were one in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Sep (KD), and an 
adult and 2 juvs in Clay Co 26 Aug (PD). As many as 9 were in Clay Co 
15-17 Aug (CNK,JGJ). 

American Avocet: The 12 near Niobrara 2 Nov (MB) were tardy; there are only 6 
sightings after 6 Nov. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Willet: Uncommon in the east in fall, the only reports were of 1-2 at BOL 1-11 
Nov (LE). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Long-billed Curlew: None were reported; this is often an early-departing 
westerly fall migrant. 

Marbled Godwit: None were reported; this is often an early-departing fall 
migrant. 

Ruddy Turnstone: The only report of this rare fall migrant, only the 26th in all 
for fall, was a juv near Niobrara 30 Aug (MB). 

Red Knot: The only report of this rare fall migrant, about the 30th for the state in 
fall, was a juv in Knox Co 9 Sep, the veteran observer's (MB) first for the 
county. 

Sanderling: Best count was a moderate 85 near Niobrara 8 Oct (MB); high for fall 
is 179. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: This species is rarely reported after about 10 Oct, and 
so surprising were up to 6 in southeastern Washington Co 25-27 Oct (CNK, 
JR, JED) and 8-12 in Cass Co 26-27 Oct (CNK). 

Western Sandpiper: This fairly common fall migrant was reported 3 times: one 
was photographed near Ashland 15 Aug (MCv), one was in Cass Co 29 Aug 
(CNK), and 2 were in Lancaster Co 9 Oct (LE), 

Least Sandpiper Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Although there are a few Nov records, 2 at PL 3 Nov (LE) 
were rather late. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: The 1200 near Niobrara 27 Aug (MB) was a record fall 
count, and one in Sarpy Co 16 Nov (LE) was 6th-latest on record. 

Dunlin: None were reported of this uncommon, often overlooked fall migrant. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common east- 
central fall migrant. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine (2 Aug-3 Sep; m. ob.) for this 
uncommon fall migrant. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Wilson's Snipe: Migrants begin to appear in fall in Aug, such as the 30 in Clay 
Co 28 Aug (LR, RH). 

American Woodcock: Last reported were singles in Dodge Co 26 Oct (D&JP) 
and at FF 1 Nov (L&BP). Late dates are in mid-Nov. 
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Wilson's Phalarope: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Reports from the Missouri River Valley counties are 
unusual; 2 were in Cass Co 29 Aug (CNK). 

Red Phalarope: Two were reported at BOL 22 Sep (LE; no details). 

Sabine's Gull: The 7 reports may have been of the same bird: singles were at 
BOL 14-15 Sep (JC, SS, LE), CBL 17 Sep (JGJ, JC, SS), and at BOL 27-30 
Sep (LE, PD, DL). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Franklin's Gull: One in Lancaster Co 28 Nov (LE) was late. Dec records are rare. 

Mew Gull: The only report of this rare winter visitor was of a basic ad at HCR 11 
Nov (PD), 2nd-earliest of the 15 fall records. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

California Gull: None were reported; a few are usually at LM if looked for. 

Herring Gull: First of the season was one at BOL 21 Sep (LE); summer records 
are rare. 

Thayer's Gull: A first-year bird was well-studied at BOL 1 Oct (JGJ, details); it 
is the earliest on record for fall. One to two ads were at CBL 14-18 Nov (LE). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: None were reported; winter visitors often arrive by 
November. 

Glaucous Gull: Three arrived in time for the fall report: one was at HCR 24 Nov 
(KS), and 1-2 first winter birds were at GPD 25-26 Nov (MB, BFH, BG). 

Great Black-backed Gull: None were reported; winter visitors rarely arrive 
before December. 

Least Tern: Reports were routine for this fairly common local summer resident 
and fall migrant. 

Caspian Tern: The only report of this uncommon fall migrant was of one in 
Sherman Co 23 Sep (LR, RH). 

Black Tem: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Common Tem: The only report of this uncommon fall migrant was of 4 at 
Niobrara 9 Sep (MB). 

Forster's Tem: Best count was a moderate 45 at BOL 11 Sep (LE); high counts 
are in the range 83-95. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Best count reported was the 143 at a grain elevator in 
Gibbon 18 Sep (LR, RH), indicating when fall flocking begins. 

White-winged Dove: None were reported since the summer report; the year's 
total remains at 7. 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this common summer resident and 
abundant fall migrant. 

Rosy-faced Lovebird: The 2nd report for the state of this exotic was of one at a 
Scottsbluff nursery 16 Sep (KD). See comments under Budgerigar, next. 

Budgerigar: One was in a Lincoln yard 13 Sep (JGJ), certainly an escape or 
released bird. This is the 4th report for the state, but there is no likelihood 
that this species will establish in the wild in the state. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One at WP 7 Oct (LE) was a bit tardy; latest dates are in 
late Oct. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: None were reported; most depart by late Sep. 

Bam Owl: Reports were, as expected, from southwest Nebraska: 2 were south of 
Gering 28 Aug (AK), another was in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Sep (AK), and one 
was in Lincoln Co 2 Oct (LD). 
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Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident. 

Great Homed Owl: Occasionally, pale Great Homed Owls appear in Nebraska in 
winter; one such in Dakota Co 25 Nov (BFH) was likely of the arctic race 
Bubo virginianus subarcticus. Its appearance may be related to the influx of 
Snowy Owls noted during this fall period. 

Snowy Owl: By the end of the period there had been several reports, presaging a 
likely influx of this species during the winter. The first reported was in 
Saline Co 8 Nov (fide JGJ), 2nd-earliest on record, and others were at 
Calamus Res, Loup Co, 24 Nov (fide JGJ), near Bassett 25-26 Nov (fide 
JGJ), in Webster Co 27 Nov (KS, photo), and in Burt Co 28 Nov (fide JGJ). 

Burrowing Owl: The population at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, is doing well; as 
many as 12 were there, including several juvs, 2 Aug (JC, SS). A surprise 
was one near the Lowes Store in Omaha at 10 pm on 12 Oct (DSt, JR). 

Barred Owl: One at Hebron 23 Sep (LE) was at the west edge of its range. 

Long-eared Owl: Only 2 were reported, fewer than usual for this uncommon 
winter visitor; singles were in Dixon Co 1 Nov (JJ) and in Omaha 27 Nov 
(JWH). 

Short-eared Owl: Good numbers were at Jack Sinn 11 Nov, when 5 were counted 
(LE); one was found there 18 Nov (RSt, EB). High counts are 10+. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant 
and winter visitor. 

Common Nighthawk: The 156 flying over Omaha 30 Aug (JR) was a good 
count; high counts are 260+. 

Common Poorwill: None were reported; departure dates are in late Sep, but fall 
silent birds are hard to detect. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: As with Common Poorwill, fall birds are difficult to 
detect, but 2 were at PSP 18 Sep (MB), a rather late date. 

Chimney Swift: One in Lincoln 12 Oct (LE) was tardy; most depart by mid-Oct. 

White-throated Swift: Last reported was in Scotts Bluff Co 8 Sep (AK); most 
depart by mid-Sep. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Best yard count was an excellent tally of 14 in 
Lincoln 21 Sep (R&SW). Reports were widespread; farthest west was one in 
Lewellen 9 Sep (LJH). Early arrivals where breeding was not noted were 1 
Aug in Lincoln (MUs), 5 Aug in Bennington (JM), and 6 Aug in Hall Co 
(JLL). Breeding does occur in the Missouri River Valley and so the 1 and 5 
Aug dates may be of local breeders. 

Calliope Hummingbird: None were reported of this rare fall migrant in the 
western Panhandle; there were no Jul reports either. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The only report was of a fern near Mitchell 7 Aug 
(KD); this is an uncommon fall migrant in the Panhandle. 

Rufous Hummingbird: There were only 3 reports, one of which involved an 
easterly imm which appeared at the observer's Lincoln feeder 13 Sep and 
remained until 10 Nov, when it was captured, its identity confirmed as a 
Rufous, not an Allen's, and transferred to the Henry Doorly Zoo Insect 
Pavilion (JGJ). Surprisingly, this is the 5th record for Nov, all from the east. 
The 2 additional reports included one at an expected location, WSR, 15 Aug 
(HKH), and a possible in Lincoln 19 Aug, described as having “distinct 
brown coloration” (RE). 

Belted Kingfisher: The 6 in Lancaster Co 4 Sep (LE) tied the high count; at 
least some were likely a family group. 
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Lewis's Woodpecker: None were reported; this is an uncommon fail migrant or 
wanderer in the west. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: There are only 3 records after 2 Oct in the north- 
central, so 9 in Knox Co 8 Oct (MB), one in Dixon Co the same day (JJ), 
and singles in Boyd and Knox Cos as late as 14 Nov (JGJ) were unexpected. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: This species continues to consolidate in the 
Panhandle; a male and fern together in a Mitchell yard 18 Sep was the first 
time the observer had seen a pair together there (KD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports from the west are more numerous in fall; 
one was at WHNC 3 Oct (AK). 

Red-naped Sapsucker: None were reported; this is a rare fall migrant in the 
western Panhandle. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Northern Flicker: Rather early for a “red-shafted” flicker in the east was one in 
Omaha 21 Sep (JR); there are 6 eastern dates 17-24 Sep. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Only one was reported away from the usual lower 
Missouri River Valley locations: one was along the Little Blue River west of 
Fairbury 13 and 19 Nov (DR fide JGJ). Such out-of-range sightings are 
likely of young birds dispersing; such movements can lead to establishment 
of a breeding population. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 

Western Wood-Pewee: One banded at WHNC 23 Sep (CW) was rather late; last 
dates are in late Sep. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Three in Lancaster Co 7 Oct (LE) were rather late; there 
are only 5 records after 8 Oct. The 13 at FF 16 Sep “mostly in one group” 
(JR) was an excellent count (high is 25). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One was photographed in the observer's yard in 
Papillion 28 Aug (PS). Only a few are identified each fall. 

Acadian Flycatcher: None were reported; this is an uncommon summer resident 
in the southeast, mostly departing by early Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon summer resident; 
most depart by early Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Hammond's Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare Panhandle fall migrant. 

Dusky Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare Panhandle fall migrant. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Few are found during migration; one banded at 
Chadron SP 13 Sep (MH) was easterly. 

Eastern Phoebe: One at ADF 24 Oct (LF, SQ) was rather late; there are only 6 
dates for Nov and one for Dec. 

Say's Phoebe: The observer’s first for several years in Dixon Co was seen 25 Aug 
(JJ); there have been occasional sightings in the area since the late 1990s. 
Also easterly was one in Buffalo Co 23 Sep (CNK). One in Scotts Bluff Co 
5 Oct (B&DW) was rather late. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common summer 
resident. 

Cassin's Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 
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Eastern Kingbird: Migration must have been underway in Lincoln 27 Aug, when 
“hundreds” were noted (TEL). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: No reports were received; only one nesting was 
noted during summer. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Departure dates can be unclear due to the overlapping arrival 
of Northern Shrikes; however a Loggerhead in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Sep was 
confirmed by photo (KD). Late dates in the west are in late Sep, but few are 
documented 

Northern Shrike: Eleven had arrived by the end of the period; earliest was in 
Otoe Co 1 Nov (CNK), later than usual. 

Bell's Vireo: One in Thayer Co 23 Sep (LE) was tardy; late dates are in early Oct. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern 
summer resident. 

Plumbeous Vireo: The only report was of one banded at WHNC 8 Sep (CW), 
about on time for a migrant; late dates are in mid-Sep. 

Cassin's Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon fall Panhandle migrant. 

Blue-headed Vireo: One in Omaha 25 Aug (L&BP) was rather early. Only the 
6th Panhandle record was of a hatch-year bird banded at WHNC 16 Sep (CW). 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Philadelphia Vireo: This species showed well in the east, with 12 reports 
involving 15 birds (m. ob.); earliest was in Bellevue 20 Aug (ARy) and last 
were 2 in WP 5 Oct (RSt), rather late. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Pinyon Jay: This species can be elusive in late summer and early fall; none were 
reported. 

Blue Jay: This species often moves southward in fall, usually peaking in numbers 
around 25 Sep. Likely such a movement was the 100+ in Harlan Co 24 Sep 
(JJ). 

Black-billed Magpie: This species continues to make a slow recovery from 
depressed numbers in the last few years in various parts of its range. 
Considered noteworthy was the observer's first in Knox Co for 5+ years on 9 
Sep (MB), a flock of 12 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Sep (AD), and 5 near Broken 
Bow 5 Sep (TH). 

American Crow: Reports were routine for this common resident and fall migrant. 

Homed Lark: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Purple Martin: The Omaha roost peaked at an amazing 50,000-55,000 birds 27 
Aug (JR, JED); a “dramatic chop” in early Sep resulted in only 4000-5000 
present 5 Sep (JR) and only 5 were seen 12 Sep (JR). A good non-roost tally 
was the 4000-5000 on wires in Douglas Co 21 Aug (RM). 

Tree Swallow: A record fall count was the 1000 at BOL 15 Sep (LE). Many 
molting birds were among the 500-600 in Saline Co 17 Aug (CNK). 

Violet-green Swallow: None were reported for this fairly common Panhandle 
summer resident. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine for this common 
summer resident. 

Bank Swallow: The 500 mostly young birds at CLNWR 11 Aug (WM) was an 
excellent fall count for the west. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Bam Swallow: The 3000 in Platte Co 29 Sep (PD) was an excellent count; high 
is 10,000. 
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Black-capped Chickadee: As with Black-billed Magpie, recovery from 
depressed numbers in recent years is still slow in a few parts of the state. The 
observer’s first since the “West Nile summer” was in her Scotts Bluff Co yard 
28 Sep (AD), and, amazingly, this species was reported in only one county 
(Buffalo) out of 12 covered during the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
meeting in south-central Nebraska 23 Sep (m. ob.). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Birds appear in mid-Aug away from breeding areas, but 
most movement is in Sep; 29 were in a small area of Brown Co 6 Sep (D& 
JP). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: The 15 at Wright's Gap, Banner Co, 19 Aug (JGJ) were at the 
eastern edge of the range in the Wildcat Hills. 

Brown Creeper: Evidence is scanty for breeding at Chadron SP; one banded there 
19 Sep (MH) may have been a resident or an early fall migrant. 

Rock Wren: Singles in Clay Co 23 Sep (MB) and Kearney 21 Sep (TH) were 
easterly; these are the 12th and 13th fall sightings from this part of the state. 

Carolina Wren: Rather late were a nest with 4 eggs at Fontenelle Forest 4 Aug 
(RS) and the 4 young that fledged from a Bellevue nest 14 Aug (ARy). 

House Wren: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Winter Wren: One in Lincoln 5 Sep (DL, details) was 3rd-earliest on record; 
arrival is usually in late Sep. 

Sedge Wren: This species breeds in Nebraska in late summer on occasion; 6 birds, 
including 2 probable juvs, were in Richardson Co 28 Aug (JSC). One was in 
Lincoln 15 Nov (KC, details). This is the 3rd record for Nov; there is a 
specimen dated 20 Nov. 

Marsh Wren: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: There are several records over the last 20 years in the 
HCR area; 2 were below the HCR dam 21 Aug (LR, RH). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall 
migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One in Brown Co 6 Nov (WF) was rather late for the 
north; last dates there are 7-8 Nov. 

Eastern Bluebird: What appears to be only the 2nd record of breeding in the 
southern Panhandle (south of Wildcat Hills) was an ad and a juv at Oliver 
Res, Kimball Co, 19 Aug (JGJ). An impressive concentration was the 
“hundreds” at Nine Mile Prairie, Lancaster Co, 17 Sep (JM); high counts are 
200-300. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer 
visitor, fall migrant, and winter visitor in the west. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Easternmost were 2 near North Platte 9 Oct (LD). 

Veery: None were reported of this rare fall migrant. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported; this rare fall migrant is seldom seen 
outside the Missouri Valley. 

Swainson's Thrush: Numbers were lower than usual; a veteran observer in 
Lancaster Co reported only 2 for the fall season (LE). 

Hermit Thrush: The only report was of 2 in Lincoln 25 Oct (JGJ); most migrants 
are found late Sep through Oct. 

Wood Thrush: A rather late breeding was an ad with a newly-fledged young bird 
at FF 11 Aug (CNK). Two imms there 14 Sep (JR) may have been migrants 
or locally-fledged birds. 




Vol. 79 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


131 


American Robin: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Gray Catbird: One in Sherman Co 10 Oct (WF) was rather late for that location, 
as was one in Lincoln 25-27 Nov (RE). Reports after mid-Nov in the east are 
rare. 

Northern Mockingbird: A rather late breeding was the ad with 3 juvs at Oliver 
Res, Kimball Co, 19 Aug 2011 (JGJ). 

Sage Thrasher: None were reported of this rare Panhandle fall migrant. 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

European Starling: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

American Pipit: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Sprague's Pipit: Reports are increasing, possibly as observers work out where 
and how to find this species. There were 5 reports, including 2 counts of 12, 
one in Phelps Co 24 Sep (JJ) and the other at SCP 12 Oct (LF, SQ). 
Elsewhere, one was in Kearney Co 23 Sep (CNK), one was at a Lowe's store 
in west Omaha 13 Oct, where the observer was searching for a reported 
Burrowing Owl (JR), and one was at SCP 26 Oct (LE). 

Cedar Waxwing: Best count was an excellent 150 in Hall Co 11 Nov (TJW); 
high fall counts are 200+. 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine for this abundant winter resident. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported of this common western fall 
migrant. 

Smith's Longspur: This species is difficult to find; it prefers short patchy grass 
but can be frustratingly inconsistent in its occurrences. A good find was the 
11 in mowed 4-5 inch prairie near Talmage 1 Nov (CNK), only about the 21st 
fall record. 

McCown's Longspur: Apparently on the move were the 13 in southern Sioux 
Co 24 Sep (HKH); small flocks appear around mid-Sep. 

Snow Bunting: There were only 2 reports of this late-aniving winter resident: 2 
were rather early in Douglas Co 28 Oct (JED, photo) and 3 were in Platte Co 
11 Nov (SM). Most do not arrive until Nov. 

Ovenbird: One at WP 7 Oct (LE) was rather late; there are only 5 later dates on 
record, through 11 Nov. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; this species is rarely noticed in 
fall, most leaving before Sep. 

Northern Waterthrush: Only 6 were reported, those in the expected period 5-15 
Sep (JR). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Only the 13th fall report for this species was one in 
Lancaster Co 15 Sep (LE). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall 
migrant. 

Tennessee Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Good numbers were noted statewide, including 14 at 
WP 7 Oct (LE) and 11 in Omaha 12 Oct (JR). One at WSR 18 Aug (HKH) 
was early; such early migrants in the west are likely the Rocky Mountain 
subspecies Oreothlypis celata orestera. 

Nashville Warbler: This species appeared in much higher numbers than usual, 
including best counts of 21 at WP 21 Sep (LE) and 15 there 15 Sep (LE). 
Primarily an eastern migrant, westernmost were 2 in Howard Co 18 Sep (LR, 
RH) and one in Merrick Co 2 Oct (LR, RH). 
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MacGillivray's Warbler: The only reports were of singles in Sioux Co 24 Sep 
(HKH) and Scotts Bluff Co 2 Oct (KD), the expected timing for fail 
migration. 

Mourning Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern fall 
migrant. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported; this species is rarely noted in fall, but 
departure dates are in early Sep. 

Common Yellowthroat: One in Otoe Co 25 Oct (LF, SQ) was rather late; there 
are only 5 later dates. 

American Redstart: One at ADF 28 Sep (LF, SQ) was rather late; last dates are 
around 1 Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: Only the 7th fall record was a first-year male at BOL 11 Sep 
2011 (LE, details). 

Cerulean Warbler: An imm male was record late in southwest Dixon Co 24 Oct 
(JJ, details); this is another wood-warbler species rarely reported in fall, 
especially from the northeast at such a late date. The previous latest date was 
19 Sep. 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 

Magnolia Warbler: One in Lincoln 28 Aug (JC, SS) was rather early. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon fall migrant. 

Blackburnian Warbler: There were 7 singles reported 21 Aug-21 Sep (L&BP, 
LE, JR, AK), a good showing for this uncommon fall migrant. Surprising 
was the one in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Sep (AK), only the 8th Panhandle report 
for fall. 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall 
migrant. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: None were reported of this rare fall migrant. 

Palm Warbler: One was reported on eBird by Andrew Furman in Omaha 29 Sep. 

Pine Warbler: One photographed in Lancaster Co 2 Oct 2010 (R&SW) was 
omitted from the appropriate report. 

Yellow-ramped (Audubon's) Warbler: Reports were routine, in the period 7- 
26 Sep in the Panhandle (CW). Two were in Omaha 21 Aug (JR, details). 
The latter report ties the early date for this species in fall, and is the first 
record for the east. 

Yellow-ramped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports were routine for this common fall 
migrant. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: This species is prone to lingering late in fall, and so 
one on 11 Nov in Hall Co (TJW) was not unexpected, although only the 7th 
record later than mid-Sep, as well as being westerly. 

Townsend's Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common fall Panhandle 
migrant. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: This species was present in good numbers, 
with 15 reports involving 17 birds, all from the east. One at FF 4 Aug (RS) 
was earliest on record by 19 days. 

Canada Warbler: The 6 reports were in the narrow period 22 Aug-5 Sep (L&BP, 
JR), typical of this species in fall. 

Wilson's Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Reports were routine for this uncommon western fall 
migrant. 
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Spotted Towhee: One in Nance Co 7 Aug (LR, RH) was easterly for the date; 
most towhees in that part of Nebraska are of mixed Eastern-Spotted heritage. 

Eastern Towhee: One in Sherman Co 10 Oct (WF) was westerly; as noted under 
Spotted Towhee, most towhees in that part of Nebraska are of mixed Eastern- 
Spotted heritage. A nest at BOL with one nearly-fledged young 4 Sep (LE) 
was a rather late nesting attempt. 

Cassin's Sparrow: None were reported, despite the summer influx; this species 
leaves the breeding areas very early and there are few dates even for Aug. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common winter resident. 

Chipping Sparrow: Good numbers were banded at WHNC, where this species is 
a common summer resident and at times an abundant fall migrant; 245 were 
banded 31 Aug-10 Oct (CW). An excellent eastern count was the 150+ at 
Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 21 Sep (JR). Few linger into late Nov, but this 
fall singles were in Lincoln 21 Nov (RSt), Bellevue 26 Nov (ARy), and 
Omaha 27 Nov (CH). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: None were reported; apparently few observers venture into the 
remote habitat of this western Panhandle species. 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern and central 
summer resident. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Lark Banting: There fewer than 10 reports from eastern Nebraska in fall; one was 
in Clay Co 23 Sep (PD). 

Savannah Sparrow: Evidence that migration, or at least dispersal, can start in 
early Aug was provided by the presence of one at a McPherson Co site 9 Aug 
where none were found earlier (WM), and the apparent departure by 10 Aug of 
12 of 14 birds seen earlier at a summering site near Hay Springs (WM). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Rather late were singles in York Co 13 Oct (WF) and 
Jack Sinn 16 Oct (JC, SS). There are only 6 dates after 18 Oct. 

Henslow's Sparrow: There were more reports than usual. Reports from locations 
where breeding is likely were of 1-2 at SCP 1-20 Aug (GJ, RSt) and 3 in 
Conservation Reserve Program grassland in Richardson Co 28 Aug (JS). One 
at Alexandria Lakes WMA/SRA, Jefferson Co, 22 Sep (LE) was a likely 
migrant, as was one rather late at Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lincoln, 16 Oct 
(JC, SS, LE). Latest dates are 20-30 Oct. 

LeConte's Sparrow: One near Talmage 1 Nov was rather late; there are only 3 
later dates, through 9 Nov. Another, in Lancaster Co 26 Oct (LE), was also 
tardy. 

Nelson's Sparrow: The 3 reports (3 birds) were as expected in the period 2-16 
Oct, all in Lancaster Co (JC, SS, LE). 

Fox Sparrow: One in Cass Co 30 Sep (WF) was early; early dates are 17-20 Sep. 

Song Sparrow: The 40 in Hamilton Co 14 Aug (LR, RH) suggests a healthy 
local population; migration generally begins later in Aug. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Best count was a moderate 30, in Dixon Co 28 Sep (JJ); 
high count is 100. 

Swamp Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common fall migrant. 

White-throated Sparrow: Early arrival dates on record are 14-15 Sep, and so 
this fall's arrival was pushing early, with singles at FF 16 Sep (JR), North 
Platte 18 Sep (TJW), and Chadron SP (MH, banded). 
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Harris's Sparrow: Rare in the Panhandle, one was banded at Chadron SP 4 Oct 
(MH). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Fall arrival can be early; early dates are 25 Aug-2 Sep, 
and so one in Lincoln Co 20 Aug (RL) was not too unexpected, but it is the 
earliest on record for fall. This species winters in some numbers in the west 
but is primarily a migrant in the east, where last reported was at BOL 14 Nov 
(LE). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: The only report was of one banded at 
Chadron SP 27 Sep (MH); this species breeds in low numbers at that 
location. Migrants are usually not noted until early Oct away from breeding 
areas. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine for this common 
winter resident. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: One banded at WHNC 30 Sep (CW) was rather 
early; early arrival dates in the west are 26-27 Sep. The only “Pink-sided” 
Junco reported was in Lincoln Co 12 Oct (WF), an expected date. 

Summer Tanager: Reports continued from Sarpy and Douglas Cos (JR, CNK, 
L&BP) and Lancaster Co, where a male was in Lincoln 1 Aug (JRi) and a 
single was at WP 3 Sep (LE). 

Scarlet Tanager: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern fall migrant. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine for this uncommon western fall migrant. 

Northern Cardinal: At least one bird continues near the western edge of the 
North Platte Valley range at Bridgeport, with sightings of singles there 9 Aug 
and 24 Oct (LJH). A late nesting in Lincoln had a “very young” fledgling 
with ads 5 Sep; the fledgling was still in the same yard 20 Sep (JGJ). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common eastern summer 
resident. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine for this common western summer 
resident. 

Blue Grosbeak: A fern in Scotts Bluff Co 28 Sep (AD) was rather late. Last 
dates are 3-5 Oct. 

Lazuli Bunting: One banded at WHNC 26 Sep (CW) was rather late; most depart 
by mid-Sep. There are only 5 records for Oct. Easterly was one at Jeffrey 
Res, Lincoln Co, 20 Aug (RL), only the 8th fall record away from the 
Panhandle. 

Indigo Bunting: A rather late nesting was indicated by ads feeding 2 fledged 
young at FF 11-21 Aug (CNK, L&BP). 

Dickcissel: An ad fern at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 21 Oct (KS) was rather 
late; last dates are 27-30 Oct. 

Bobolink: As many as 35 were apparently molting at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 2-7 
Aug (JC, SS, LF, SQ, LE); this species molts in cattail wetlands prior to 
migration. A group of 39 was in York Co 7 Aug (JJ), likely also molting. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Last singing was heard in Lancaster Co 23 Oct (LE); 
movements of this species are poorly known going into winter, but most 
apparently leave the state. 

Western Meadowlark: Last singing was heard in Lancaster Co 3 Nov (LE); this 
species does indeed winter in varying numbers in southeastern Nebraska, but 
movements are dictated by weather conditions more so than a strict migration 
schedule. 
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Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine for this common fall migrant. 

Rusty Blackbird: Reports were all in Nov for this late-migrating species. There 
were 5 reports 3-26 Nov with a total of 18 birds from central and eastern 
Nebraska as expected (LE, JR, TJW, LR, RH, JC, SS). 

Brewer's Blackbird: This species migrates uncommonly through the east, but 
the 60 at Jack Sinn 26 Oct (WF) was a larger flock than usual. 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Two in Ogallala 18 Nov (JO) were tardy for that westerly 
location, and 10 were still as far north as Burwell 13 Nov (LR, RH). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant. 

Orchard Oriole: A fern in Seward Co 26 Sep (JG) was rather late; departure is 
usually completed by 26-27 Sep, and there are 5 records for Oct. 

Bullock's Oriole: Reports were routine for this fairly common western summer 
resident. 

Baltimore Oriole: Reports were routine for this common summer resident. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this western Panhandle 
winter visitor; early arrival dates are around 1 Nov. 

Purple Finch: Westerly was one at Bridgeport 20-21 Oct (LJH). An imm at PSP 
as early as 17 Sep (BFH, MB) was a surprise; it is one of only 4 records 
earlier than 20 Sep. 

Cassin's Finch: Occurrences of this species in Nebraska are enigmatic, although 
essentially restricted to the Panhandle. It may occur at any time of year and 
probably breeds in the state on occasion. This fall, a “young” bird was 
banded at WHNC on the early date 8 Sep (CW), and another on 16 Sep (CW). 
These records are suggestive of nesting in or very close to Nebraska. 

House Finch: Reports were routine for this common resident. 

Red Crossbill: Easterly was one in Lincoln 18-19 Oct (BW fide JC, SS); Oct is 
the month with most records away from the Panhandle. Breeding probably 
occurs in the Wildcat Hills, but evidence is scanty. Supportive, though, was 
the recapture of 3 AHY (after hatch year) and 2 HY (hatch year) birds there 
during Sep-Oct (CW). In all, a total of 153 crossbills were banded Sep-10 
Oct (CW). At Chadron SP, 33 were banded 19-26 Sep (MH). Breeding may 
occur at the latter location, but evidence is lacking. 

Common Redpoll: The only one that arrived early enough for the Fall report was 
at a Bellevue feeder 27 Nov (L&BP). 

Pine Siskin: Numbers banded at WHNC were surprisingly low; only 44 were 
tallied Sep-10 Oct (CW). Elsewhere, few were reported, with only singles at 
3 locations: 24-25 Oct in Dixon Co (JJ), 24 Oct in Pierce Co (JJ), and 19 
Nov in Omaha (JR). An exception was the “piles” near Doniphan 6 Nov 
(JLL). 

Lesser Goldfinch: This species is fast becoming a regular summering species in 
the Panhandle. An amazing 45 were banded at WF1NC Sep-10 Oct (CW), and 
the 7-8 in southwest Kimball Co and Banner Co 19 Aug led die observer to 
describe the species as “this decade’s Blue-gray Gnatcatcher” (JGJ), following 
the latter species' rapid influx into the Panhandle starting in the late 1990s. 
At WHNC, only 6 Lesser Goldfinches were caught in 2010, and none in 2009 
or 2008 (CW). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this common summer resident 
and fall migrant. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common resident. 
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First Documented Nebraska Sighting of 
Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) 


Larry Einemann 
2917 S. 53rd St. 

Lincoln NE 68506 
larryeinemannl@aol.com 


Monday, November 8, 2010, was an unusually warm (upper 70s) autumn 
day for Lincoln, Nebraska, with no clouds and a wind from the southwest. I went to 
Holmes Lake Park in southeast Lincoln to scan for late migrating waterfowl and then 
to check the stand of conifers for the arrival of winter migrants. 1 had no great 
expectations for the day, anticipating only the usual species for this time of the year. 

Around 11 A.M. I was attracted to a feeding group of six Black-capped 
Chickadees and three Red-breasted Nuthatches in the 30- to 40-year-old pines and 
Douglas firs north of Hyde Observatory. I noticed a differently-patterned nuthatch in 
the group. I had seen a Pygmy Nuthatch several times in Lincoln, including two 
times at Holmes Lake Park and two times at Pioneers Park. This nuthatch, however, 
was not a Pygmy Nuthatch. I consulted National Geographic Field Guide to the 
Birds of North America and The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North 
America and was able to identify the bird as a Brown-headed Nuthatch {Sitta 
pusilla). The nuthatch was about the same size as the Red-breasted Nuthatches it 
was feeding with in the pines. However, it appeared plumper and not as sleek as the 
Red-breasted Nuthatches. Noticeable upon seeing it was the rich brown crown and a 



Brown-headed Nuthatch at Holmes Lake Park, Lancaster Co, 15 Nov 2010. 
Photo bv Jerry Mulliken. 



dark eye line (not noticeable unless at close range). It was pale buff below. The 
short tail was obvious along with the white nape spot. The back and wings were 
gray with the primaries lighter gray. The throat and cheek were white. It was not 
very vocal; only snippets of sound were heard that could have been nuthatch 
utterances. After 1 was sure that it was a Brown-headed Nuthatch, 1 kept birding the 
area, making four attempts of varying lengths over two hours to observe the rare 
nuthatch. 



Brown-headed Nuthatch at Holmes Lake Park, Lancaster Co, 13 Nov 2010. Photo by 
Phil Swanson. 


When I arrived home, 1 made further searches in other field guides. I was 
convinced that I had found a Brown-headed Nuthatch. I then posted an account of 
my sightings on NEBirds. Later that day Mark Brogie, chairman of the NOU 
Records Committee, responded and requested documentation on the nuthatch, which 
was submitted a few days later. Later on November 9,1 searched for information on 
the Brown-headed Nuthatch on the internet. On the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology website I watched and listened to about 10 videos shot by Timothy 
Barksdale in January 1998. One of the videos almost seemed as if 1 had recorded it 
myself. 

I visited Holmes Lake Park on November 9 and 10 and again found the 
Brown-headed Nuthatch in the same area. By this time the word was out and other 
birders were coming to see the nuthatch. On November 10, Clem Klaphake and 
Ruth Steams reported finding two Brown-headed Nuthatches. Subsequently quite a 
few birders (100+) from around Nebraska and surrounding states made the nuthatch 
pilgrimage to Holmes. Birders kept this up for at least a couple of months. Many 
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observers were able to see the Brown-headed Nuthatch and some were able to 
document it by photographing or videotaping it. I saw the Brown-headed Nuthatch 
on the following dates: November 8, 9, 10, 13, 17 and 21 and December 5 and 28, 
2010, and on January 5 and 14, 2011. Four extended searches of the area in 
February produced no further sightings. The last sighting was reported late in 
January by another birder who did not think the bird looked healthy. The Lincoln 
Christmas Bird Count on December 18 included the observation of two Brown¬ 
headed Nuthatches at Holmes Lake Park. In all of my searches, I only saw one 
Brown-headed Nuthatch, but I saw it at several different locations in the area north 
of the clubhouse parking lot and in the area around Hyde Observatory. I walked 
these areas in search of a second nuthatch, but I never encountered more than one at 
a time in my searches. 

We can only speculate why this bird (or birds) chose the conifer plantings at 
Holmes Lake Park for their stay in Nebraska and why they were so far from their 
southeastern haunts (coastal states from east Texas to Virginia). Brown-headed 
Nuthatches are considered non-migratoiy (Withgott and Smith 1998). They are not 
known for irruptive movements (Renfrow 2003). Nevertheless, vagrant Brown¬ 
headed Nuthatches have been found both in the eastern United States (Connecticut, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania) and in the Midwest (Kansas, Kentucky and Missouri) 
(Renfrow 2003). There is even a report with "suspect details" from Nebraska in 
1896 (Renfrow 2003). Until now, there were no documented sightings of Brown¬ 
headed Nuthatch in Nebraska. How long the birds were present before they were 
found is not known. Lincoln temperatures in November and December were close to 
average, but January was colder than usual, with 15 nights below 10° F. (LWC 
2011) The birds may have succumbed to the recurring frigid weather or starved. 

Lincoln is one of the few places in North America where all four North 
American species of nuthatches (White-breasted, Red-breasted, Pygmy and Brown¬ 
headed) have been seen. Holmes Lake Park is where I can say that I have seen and 
heard all four species of nuthatches in the last two years. 
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First Discovery of a Four-egg Clutch for Mountain Plover 
(Charadrius montanus) in Nebraska 


Bartholomew L. Bly* 
Nebraska Prairie Partners 
P.O. Box 489 
Scottsbluff NE 69363 


Travis Wooten 
Nebraska Prairie Partners 
P.O. Box 489 
Scottsbluff NE 69363 


* Current Address: 

Wildlife Lake Specialist 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

940 Industrial Drive S., Suite 103 

Sauk Rapids MN 56379 

bart.blv@state.mn.us 


Mountain Plovers (Charadrius montanus ) are currently classified as highly 
imperiled by the U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan (Brown et al. 2001; USSCP 
2004). Mountain Plovers routinely nest in sparsely vegetated areas with a high 
percentage of bare soil in the dry tablelands and shortgrass prairie of the western 
Great Plains (Knopf and Wunder 2006), a trait that often leads them to nest in 
dryland crop fields in Nebraska (Bly et al 2008). Because Mountain Plover is a Tier 
1 state-threatened species (Schneider et al. 2005) that breeds in only three counties 
of southwestern Nebraska, in 2001 the Nebraska Prairie Partners (a cooperative 
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partnership between the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission) began studying and conserving Mountain Plover nests (Bly et 
al. 2008) in the southwest Panhandle. Since 2001, Nebraska Prairie Partners have 
located a total of 606 Mountain Plover nests in Kimball, southern Banner, and 
western Cheyenne Counties. 

On 27 May 2010, the first documented Mountain Plover nest to contain a 
clutch of four eggs was documented in a fallow strip of a dryland crop field in 
southern Kimball County (Figure 1). The nest was checked every 2-4 days through 
7 June, when the eggs were within a few days of hatching, and on that date we found 
the eggs missing. No pipping chips were located in the nest scrape, no adult bird 
was observed near the area, and coyote (Canis latrans ) tracks were scattered all 
around, suggesting the nest had failed due to predation. In 2010 72% of nests 
hatched at least one egg, and most failures were the result of predation or weather. 

Mountain Plover typically have a clutch size of 3 eggs, though clutches 
with 1 and 2 eggs are observed in -15% of nesting attempts (Knopf and Wunder 
2006). Clutches with 4 eggs are rare and have been reported to occur in less than 1% 
of the population (Knopf and Wunder 2006). Five 4-egg clutches have been reported 
in Colorado and one in Montana (see Knopf and Wunder 2006 for details), but this 
was the first 4-egg clutch reported in Nebraska, and it was located after 11 years of 
intensive study in which a total of 598 Mountain Plover nests were located. 
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Smith's Longspur in Knox County, Nebraska 


Mark A. Brogie 
508 Seeley St. 
Creighton NE 68729 

mbrogie@esul .org 


Smith's Longspur (Calcarius pictus) is considered to be an uncommon 
casual spring migrant and is limited in spring to the southeast comer of Nebraska 
(Sharpe et al. 2001). The following provides the only known record for Smith's 
Longspur for spring in northeast Nebraska. 

At sunrise on 02 April 2011,1 was standing outside my vehicle watching a 
group of Whooping Cranes (Grus americana ) east of Creighton, Nebraska (.5 miles 
west of 871st Rd & 536 Ave). I brought along my iPod player (with iMainGo 
speakers) and was broadcasting the Stokes recording of Smith's Longspur. I had 
heard longspur rattles the evening before as I was watching the cranes and was 
hoping for a Smith's Longspur. The iPod was playing for about 10 minutes when I 
heard the rattle of a longspur approaching from the south. I turned and saw a bird 
coming towards my vehicle in response to the call. It flew within 10 yards of my 
truck and made about 5 circles around the vehicle, rattling several times. 

It was difficult finding the bird in my binoculars as it circled the truck, but 
even with the naked eye I could see the bufiy-orange underparts of a Smith's 
Longspur. The tail was black with white outer feathers, and the head looked dark 
with a bit of white. The wings from underneath appeared translucent. After about 
five times around the truck, the bird dropped quickly into a weedy fence row and I 
was unable to relocate it. The above-mentioned field marks and vocalizations led me 
to identify the bird as a male Smith's Longspur. 

1 believe this may be a great method for detecting migrating Smith's 
Longspurs in spring. 


LITERATURE CITED: 
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Fall 2011 Bird Banding at Wildcat Hills Nature Center 


Colin Woolley 

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 
logsaysned@hotmail.com 

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory has been operating a fall migration bird 
banding station at the Wildcat Hills Nature Center (WCH) in Scotts Bluff Co. since 
2007. In 2011, during our fifth year of banding, we captured a few new species, had 
new high totals for other species, and had a record number new high total of 
recaptures. The Wildcat Hills Nature Center is surrounded by Ponderosa Pine 
woodland with a mixed shrub understory dominated by Mountain Mahogany. As 
such, it hosts bird species that are rarely found throughout the rest of the state, 
including Pygmy Nuthatch and Red Crossbill, In addition, common breeders in the 
area include Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Lazuli Bunting, Black-capped Chickadee, and 
Spotted Towhee. In the fall, high numbers of various finches move through the 
area, including American and Lesser Goldfinch, Pine Siskin, Red Crossbill, House 
Finch, and the occasional Cassin's Finch. 

Weather permitting, we banded on weekdays from August 31 through 
October 10 for five hours per day beginning soon after sunrise. We caught and 
banded 735 individual birds of 32 species, our second highest season total since 855 
birds in 2010. We banded two new species for the station in 2011: one Red-eyed 
Vireo and one Black-headed Grosbeak. Chipping Sparrow set a new high as the 
most frequently captured species, with 245 individuals, up from 162 in 2010. Red 
Crossbill was the second highest species at 153, which was a decline from a high of 
323 in 2010, though still an impressive number for this nomadic species. Also of 
note, we captured a new high of 45 Lesser Goldfinches. This species has expanded 
greatly in the Wildcat Hills in the last five years. We caught only six Lesser 
Goldfinches in 2010 and none from 2007-2009. Among our Lesser Goldfinch 
captures this year was an adult female with a brood patch, confirming that the 
species is now breeding in the area. Eighteen birds captured in 2011 were recaptures, 
including 12 birds from 2010. This new high number of recaptures included five 
Black-capped Chickadees, five Red Crossbills, four Spotted Towhees, and four 
Chipping Sparrows. 

The complete list of species and individuals banded during 2011 is as follows: 

Downy Woodpecker- 2 
Hairy Woodpecker- 3 
Northern "Red-Shafted" Flicker-1 
Western Wood-Pewee- 2 
Plumbeous Vireo- 1 
Blue-headed Vireo- 1 
Red-eyed Vireo-1 
Black-capped Chickadee- 47 
Red-breasted Nuthatch- 5 
Pygmy Nuthatch- 12 
House Wren- 4 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher- 6 
Eastern Bluebird- 8 
Mountain Bluebird- 1 
Orange-crowned Warbler- 7 
Yellow Warbler-1 

"Audubon's” Yellow-rumped Warbler- 6 
"Myrtle" Yellow-rumped Warbler- 1 
Intermediate Yellow-rumped Warbler-1 
Wilson's Warbler-1 
Spotted Towhee- 43 
Chipping Sparrow- 245 
Clay-colored Sparrow-1 
Vesper Sparrow-1 

"Gambel's" White-crowned Sparrow-12 

"Oregon" Dark-eyed Junco- 3 

Black-headed Grosbeak- 1 

Lazuli Bunting- 6 

Cassin's Finch- 2 

House Finch- 16 

Red Crossbill- 153 

Pine Siskin- 44 

Lesser Goldfinch- 45 

American Goldfinch- 52 


Kearney Fall Field Days 

The 2011 NOU Fall Field Days were held at the Iain Nicolson Center at the 
Audubon Rowe Sanctuary southeast of Kearney on September 23-25, and 55 
members and friends were in attendance. The meeting was organized by Kent 
Skaggs. 


Field trip destinations included Harlan County Reservoir, led by Kent 
Skaggs, the Rainwater Basin, led by Paul Dunbar, Bittern's Call WPA and Johnson 
Lake, led by John Murphy, and Sherman Reservoir, led by Robin Harding and 
Lanny Randolph. A final tally of 143 species was recorded. Highlights included 
the Neotropic Cormorants at Harlan County Reservoir and Sherman Reservoir and 
the numerous Sprague's Pipits at Prairie Dog WPA. 

On Friday evening, Paul Dunbar led an informal clinic on digiscoping, 
with a discussion of cameras, settings, and spotting scopes. On Saturday evening, 
Dr. Walter Wehjte of the Crane Trust at Wood River presented a program on using 
GPS transmitters to study Whooping Crane migratory behavior, survival and winter 
habitat use. He explained how transmitters are used to track the migration of 
Whooping Cranes from their nesting sites at Wood Buffalo National Park in Alberta 
and the Northwest Territories of Canada to their wintering grounds in Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge on the Gulf Coast of Texas. 
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Warbling 59, 70, 75, 93, 129, 146 
White-eyed 59, 105 
Yellow-throated 59, 70, 75, 93, 108, 
129 

VonEhwegen, Jerry 33 

Vulture, Turkey 52, 69, 73, 87, 123, 144 


Wagener, Carol 32 
Walgren, 

Bruce 8, 32, 83, 119 
Donna 8, 32, 83, 119 
Walker, 

Jake 47,84 
Matthew 32, 48, 84 
T. J. 9, 32, 48, 84, 109, 114, 120 
Warbler, 

Bay-breasted 46, 63-64, 70, 77, 132 
Black-and-white 62, 70, 76, 95, 131 
Blackburnian 46, 64, 70, 77, 96, 132 
Blackpoll 64, 70, 77 
Black-throated Blue 64, 132 
Black-throated Gray 
Black-throated Green 64, 70, 132 
Blue-winged 46, 62, 63, 70, 95, 101, 
108, 131 

Canada 64, 77, 132 
Cape May 46, 63, 77, 132 
Cerulean 46, 63, 70, 96, 132 
Chestnut-sided 46, 63, 64, 70, 77, 132 
Connecticut 63, 68 
Golden-winged 46, 62, 70, 108 
Hermit 103, 105 
Hooded 63, 70 

Kentucky 46, 63, 70, 82, 95, 132 
MacGillivray’s 63, 132 
Magnolia 46, 63, 64, 70, 77, 132 
Mourning 63, 70, 77, 132 
Nashville 63, 70, 76, 102, 131, 147 
Orange-crowned 62, 70, 76, 95, 102, 
131, 143, 147 
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Warbler, continued 

Palm 40, 46, 64, 70, 132 
Pine 64, 106, 132 
Prothonotary 62, 70, 76. 95 
Tennessee 62, 70, 76, 102, 131 
Townsend’s 132 
Virginia’s 102 

Wilson's 7, 17, 65, 70, 77, 96, 132, 
143, 147 

Yellow 64, 70, 77, 96, 132, 143 
Yellow-rumped 17. 20, 28-29, 64, 70, 
77, 132, 143, 147 
Audubon’s 64, 96, 132, 143 
Audubon’s x Myrtle 143 
Myrtle 17, 64, 132, 143 
Yellow-throated 64, 70, 96, 132 
Warrick, Gordon 3, 109 
Waterthrush, 

Louisiana 62, 70, 95, 102, 131 
Northern 46, 62, 70, 76, 102, 131 
Wax wing, 

Bohemian 17, 28 

Cedar 17, 28-29, 61, 70, 76, 95, 131, 
146 

Wehtje, Walter 48, 143 
Weidner, Charlotte 33 
Wendorff, Bruce 119 
Wessel, Scott 9, 48 
West Nile Virus 60 
Wheeler, Ben 47, 114 
Whimbrel 39,55 
Whip-poor-will, 

Eastern 58, 68, 91-92, 101, 127 
Mexican 101 

Whistling-Duck, Black-bellied 9, 102, 
103, 106-107 
Whitney, 

Ron 9, 48, 84, 120 
Susan 9, 48, 84, 120 
Wigeon, 

American 10, 22-23, 49, 69, 72, 85, 
121 

Eurasian 49, 68, 69 
Wild, Cole 37 

Wildcat Hills Nature Center 142-143 

Wilhelm, Josh 114 

Willet 55, 89, 125 

Wilson, SK 114 

Winter, Steve 84 

Wise-Gervais, C 36 

Withgott, JH 138 

Wolff, 

Jennifer 33 
Duane 32, 71 

Woodcock, American 56, 90, 125 


Woodpecker, 

Downy 15, 20, 26-27, 58, 70, 74, 92, 
128, 142, 146 

Hairy 15, 20, 26-27, 58, 70, 74, 92, 
128, 142, 146 
Lewis’s 92, 128 

Pileated 7, 15, 20, 26-27, 58, 70, 92, 
128 

Red-bellied 15, 26-27, 58, 70, 74, 92, 
128, 146 

Red-headed 15, 26-27, 39, 58, 70, 74, 
92, 128, 146 
Wood-Pewee, 

Eastern 58, 70, 75, 92, 128, 146 
Western 58, 92, 128, 142 
Woolley, Colin 109, 119, 142-143 
Wooten, Travis 139 
Wren, 

Bewick’s 60, 103 
Carolina 16, 29, 60, 70, 94, 130 
House 60, 70, 76, 94, 130, 142, 146 
Marsh 16, 28-29, 61, 76, 95, 130, 146 
Pacific 101 
Rock 60, 94, 130, 146 
Sedge 3, 61, 70, 76, 94, 95, 130 
Winter 16, 20, 28-29, 60, 61, 76, 101, 
130 

Wright, Rick 9, 48 
Wulf, Tyler 33 
Wunder, MB 140 


Yager, Lisa 112 
Yellowlegs, 

Greater 13, 20, 24-25, 55, 69, 73, 89, 
125, 145 

Lesser 55, 69, 89, 125, 145 
Yellowthroat, Common 63, 70, 77, 96, 
132, 147 


Zeillimaker, 

Fred 33 
Melly 33 

Zeutenhorst, Karla 8, 42 
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